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Table 1.1: Beijing Critical Areas of Concern: Commonwealth Regional Priorities

1. Women and Poverty

In the 2003/04 Commonwealth survey, poverty among women was identified
as a top concern throughout the Commonwealth with 49% of member
countries placing it in their top three priority areas of concern and 71.6%
among the top five. Poverty among women was of particular concern in Africa
and the Caribbean.

Table 1.1.1: Women and Poverty: Priority by Region

Region/No. of countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 72.2% 88.8%
Asia (8) 12.5% 75%

Caribbean and Americas(13) 61.5% 66.6%
Europe (3) 33.3% 33.3%
Pacific (11) 18% 27.3%

2. Education and Training of Women

Of equal importance to the issue of women and poverty was education and
training of women, reported by 49% of countries as among their top three
concerns and by 69.8% among the top five.

Table 1.1.2: Education and Training of Women: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 38.8% 83.3%
Asia (8) 62.5% 62.5%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 61.5% 84.6%
Europe (3) 0% 0%

Pacific (11) 54.5% 63.6%

3. Women and Health
Among member countries. 35.8% ranked women and health among their top
three priority concerns and 69.8% among the top five.

Table 1.1.3: Women and Health: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 33.3% 77.7%
Asia (8) 50% 87.5%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 38.4% 62.2%
Europe (3) 0% 0%

Pacific (11) 36.6% 63.6%

4, Violence Against Women

About 50% of countries in all Commonwealth regions (except the Pacific)
reported Violence against Women among their top three concerns, with 79.2%
placing it among their top five. Every member country in the Caribbean and
Americas region and Europe placed this issue among the top five concerns, as
did 12 out of 18 African, 6 out of 8 Asian and 8 out of 11 Pacific member
countries.

Table 1.1.4: Violence Against Women: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 50% 66.6%
Asia (8) 62.5% 90%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 76.9% 100%
Europe (3) 66.6% 100%
Pacific (11) 36.3% 72.7%

5. Women and Armed Conflict

Only four Commonwealth members reported women and armed conflict as
being among their top three priority concern areas - Lesotho, Mozambique,
Sierra Leone and Solomon Islands.

Table 1.1.5: Women and Armed Conflict: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Reported as Among Reported as Among

Top 3 Concerns Top 3 Concerns

Africa (18) 16.6% 22.2%
Asia (8) 0% 0%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 0% 0%
Europe (3) 0% 0%
Pacific (11) 10% 10%

6. Women and the Economy

All three European member countries placed women and the economy
among their top concerns, followed by the Pacific (81.8% of the top five
concerns) and Africa (61.1%).

Table 1.1.6: Women and the Economy: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 50% 61.1%
Asia (8) 12.5% 25%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 7.7% 15.4%
Europe (3) 100% 100%
Pacific (11) 63.6% 81.8%

7. Women in Power and Decision-making

Europe, the Pacific and Africa placed getting more women in power and
decision-making positions among their top concerns. Among all
Commonwealth members. 35.8% placed this issue among their top three
concerns and 52.8% among their top five.

Table 1.1.7: Women in Power and Decision-making: Priority by Region

Region/No. of Countries Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 44.4% 61.1%
Asia (8) 12.5% 12.5%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 23.1% 54.5%
Europe (3) 66.6% 100%

Pacific (11) 45.4% 63.6%

8. Institutional Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women

Among Commonwealth member countries, 33.9% placed improvement of
institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women among their top
three concerns, and 41.5% among their top five. All three European member
countries placed it among their top five concerns, followed by Asia (50%) and
the Pacific (45.4%).

Table 1.1.8: Institutional Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women:
Priority by Region
Region/No. of Countries

Among Top 3 Concerns Among Top 5 Concerns

Africa (18) 222% 27.7%
Asia (8) 50% 50%
Caribbean and Americas (13) 30.7% 38.5%
Europe (3) 33.3% 100%
Pacific (11) 45.4% 45.4%
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