
Foreword 

When Minister s Responsibl e fo r Women' s Affair s me t i n Trinidad an d Tobago for thei r Fift h 
Meeting, th e them e o f their meetin g "Engenderin g th e Agenda " provided th e opportunit y fo r 
reviewing progres s which ha d bee n mad e i n the implementatio n o f the Commonwealt h Pla n of 
Action o n Gende r an d Developmen t sinc e it s adoption b y Heads o f Government i n Auckland i n 
November 1995 . They discusse d furthe r strategie s for achievin g effectiv e implementatio n o f th e 
Plan o f Action an d ensurin g tha t gende r was integrated int o critica l economic , social , human right s 
and politica l issues . Their decision s would play a  crucial role i n ensuring tha t th e Commonwealt h 
Vision for Women b y the Yea r 2000 i s realised. Their challeng e wa s to be innovativ e bu t pragmati c 
as they explore d ne w avenue s whic h would enabl e Commonwealt h wome n t o ente r th e twenty-firs t 
century a s equal partners wit h men . 

It i s to thei r credi t tha t the y reached agreemen t o n strategie s which wer e forward-looking an d 
which se t realistic goalposts for thei r governments . They wer e determined tha t gende r integratio n 
into al l government policies , procedures an d programme s woul d become th e nor m rathe r tha n th e 
exception o n ever y issue . They demonstrate d thei r commitmen t t o the establishmen t o f Gende r 
Management System s which woul d provide a  systematic, co-ordinated an d cost-effectiv e strateg y 
for achievin g gende r mainstreaming . The y sa w women a t th e centr e o f the process of promoting th e 
Commonwealth's fundamenta l politica l value s an d advocate d tha t wome n shoul d pla y a  dynamic 
and pivota l rol e i n politics a t both nationa l an d loca l level s a s well a s in peace an d conflic t resolu -
tion. They agree d tha t gende r integratio n int o macroeconomic policie s was a powerful strateg y fo r 
promoting women' s economi c empowerment , addressin g poverty alleviatio n an d promotin g nation -
al economic development . The y stoo d firm i n thei r belie f tha t th e right s of women an d th e 
girl-child ar e an integra l par t o f human right s and shoul d b e promoted an d protecte d wit h vigour . 

This publication contain s paper s on gende r integratio n int o politics , macroeconomi c policies , an d 
women's human rights , commissioned b y the Commonwealt h Secretaria t fo r th e Ministeria l 
Meeting. A bookle t o n th e conclusion s an d recommendation s o f the meetin g i s also available o n 
request. 
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