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4 Green Trade Opportunities in Agriculture and Forestry for Commonwealth Countries

Executive summary

Transitioning to green trade is a matter of
urgency, given the drastic impacts of the cli-
mate crisis in several countries across the
Commonwealth and world over. These impacts
have proved a serious challenge to sustainable
development. The climate crisis is reshaping
countries’ economic and trade prospects, pos-
ing a major threat to human survival, future
economic growth, and prosperity, especially for
countries with high export concentrations in a
range of climate-sensitive sectors, such as agri-
culture, fisheries, and tourism. If not countered,
the crisis is likely to significantly destroy the
trading capacity and export competitiveness of
least developed countries (LDCs) and of small
and vulnerable island countries. Urgent actions
and supportive measures on adaptation and
mitigation are needed to address the increasing
risks and challenges the crisis poses.

According to the UK Board of Trade (2021),
green trade refers to the exchange of goods,
services, technologies, and practices that are
environmentally friendly and contribute to sus-
tainable development. Transitioning to green
trade is one way to counter the climate crisis,
using sustainable production, trade and supply
chains and enabling access to affordable tech-
nologies and climate finance to support sus-
tainable development.

The objective of this paper is to identify and
champion the opportunities in green trade
within the Commonwealth, especially in agri-
culture and forestry. These sectors are criti-
cal in tackling the climate crisis and resource
degradation. Agriculture and forestry have
large environmental footprints; addressing
this is critical in nurturing a healthy ecosystem
and supporting the sustainable management
and use of land, water and natural resources
through sustainable production, supply chains
and trade.

The study behind this paper conducted
analysis of trade performance and prospects
in green trade in the two sectors. These cov-
ered patterns of food production, food trade,
food security, land use, forest production and
trade within the Commonwealth. The data
used for analysis were sourced from FAOStat
and the World Population Review. The period

for the data analysed came from between 2014
and 2021.

Food insecurity in the Commonwealth stood
at 13.9 per cent of the total population during
the period 2019-2021. Several Commonwealth
countries are net food importers. The
most moderate and severely food-insecure
Commonwealth countries include The Gambia,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Sierra
Leone, and Zambia. The adoption and transfer
of sustainable agricultural technologies, collab-
oration in knowledge-sharing and co-operation
on best agriculture practices for the benefit of
LDCs with limited access to new and innova-
tive technologies could support their transition
to green production and trade.

Organic certified food production and trade
in the Commonwealth is more environmentally
friendly than other forms of agriculture and
promotes food security more effectively. Trade
in certified organic agriculture products, specif-
ically food, has the advantages of market access
and growing international demand, which
currently exceeds supply. This rise in demand
for organic products is driving prices higher
than is the case for conventionally grown and
processed products. This then represents an
opportunity to expand production and create
more gainful green jobs. Several countries in
the Commonwealth have expansive arable land
suitable for sustainable agriculture and forestry,
which would enhance green exports. These
include Barbados, Belize, Cameroon, India,
Malawi, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Togo,
and Uganda, among others.

Global demand for forest products, includ-
ing paper, timber, electric and fencing poles,
and furniture, remains high. According to the
Commonwealth Secretariat (2023), forest prod-
ucts have contributed to global deforestation,
but the relative importance varies depending
on the region and the commodity in ques-
tion.! The sustainable management, produc-
tion and use of forests is central to extending
climate benefits, including sustainable sources
of energy, biodiversity, and livelihoods.

The importance of healthy forests in the
green transition has driven a rise in global stan-
dards certification of forest area and chain of
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custody certificate holders.? The global certified
forest area in 2020 was estimated to be 546.2
million hectares, accounting for 13.8 per cent
of the global forest area. In the Commonwealth,
the share of forest area is approximately 35.2
per cent of the total land area. There are 16
Commonwealth countries with more than 50
per cent forest area in total land area. In addi-
tion, Commonwealth countries that main-
tained a positive trade balance in wood trade
over the period 2018-2021 were those with a
high share of forest land. Therefore, sustain-
able production and trade in forest products
remains central to managing climate change
while enhancing livelihoods.

The transition to green trade, especially in
agriculture and forestry, has convincing eco-
nomic and environmental gains, which are
critical for human survival. However, this will
require huge investment, a regulatory frame-
work, and institutional mechanisms to improve
efficiency in resource use and environmen-
tal protection. The transition will necessitate
an enabling environment that supports policy
interventions that are cost-effective and that
promotes the best means of addressing threats
to the environment and human survival.

The agriculture and forestry sector has the
potential to become an engine for sustainable
development through the creation of mil-
lions of green jobs and livelihoods by address-
ing restrictive trade regimes to enhance green
trade. Policy measures that could be of critical

support in the transition to green trade and
environmentally friendly production include:

« Develop an effective institutional and regu-
latory framework to enforce sustainable
land use and smart agricultural practices to
enhance food production and sustainable
forestry.

« Promote certified organic food production,
especially for countries with expansive ara-
ble land.

o Promote certified forest production, the
conservation of natural forests and the pro-
tection of biodiversity and ecosystems to
ensure sustainable forest product trade.

o Prioritise co-operation and collabora-
tion among countries to foster the transfer
and dissemination of sustainable technol-
ogy, access to resources and the provision
of targeted capacity-building initiatives to
enhance adaptation to environmentally
friendly technologies that will support sus-
tainable production.

« Develop incentive packages, including fiscal
policies and interventions and the provision
of land and farm equipment, as well as sup-
port to research and development on green
innovation, to enhance green production
and trade.

o Ease restrictions by removing or reducing
tarifts and non-tarifft barriers on cross-bor-
der trade on green goods, especially certi-
fied agriculture, and forest products.
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1. Introduction

For the Commonwealth countries, transition-
ing to a green economy, or the sustainable pro-
duction and utilisation of natural resources to
combat climate change, remains critical. Green
trade opportunities are pivotal in achieving
a green economy.’ Trade drives sustainable
development,* promotes social inclusion, cre-
ates gainful jobs and reduces poverty.> Green
trade has significant prospects in areas rang-
ing from renewable energy and energy-efhi-
cient technologies to forestry and agriculture.
However, if not done right, through sustainable
production, it can accelerate environmental,
social, and natural resource depletion and deg-
radation (UNEP, 2016).

Accordingtothe United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP, 2016), achieving a green
economy through trade sustainability requires
the alignment of market dynamics and incen-
tives with social and environmental objectives.
Trade-related measures such as low tariffs and
non-tariff measures are a force multiplier that
could help countries reduce the costs of adapta-
tion and mitigation by enabling access to and
diffusion of critical environmentally friendly
technologies and by creating new market open-
ings for green goods and services.

Several empirical and policy papers have
examined the relationship between the green
economy and trade and found it to be mutually
beneficial. Ahmed etal. (2021) find that the pro-
duction of clean energy, green innovation and
green trade contributes positively to the green
economic growth of South Asian economies.
Pitkdnen (2016) points to the importance of
economic viability, public funding, technologi-
cal development, impact assessments, public
policies and regulations, social capital, leader-
ship and co-ordination, and public acceptabil-
ity and image. According to Can et al. (2022),
the presence of green products in a country’s
trade basket reduces that country’s ecological
footprint.

The opportunity for green trade is exponen-
tial given the incremental rise in the global
population, which has significantly increased
the demand for consumables and competi-
tion for economic opportunities. The sus-
tained demand for food and income could be
addressed through the emerging opportunities

in the green economy through trade. The future
of the green economy transition and the trade
opportunities therein are dependent on each
country’s specific interventions.

According to the UK Board of Trade (2021),
global natural disaster damage over the period
2000-2019 was estimated at US$3 trillion,
while $44 trillion of economic value is highly or
moderately dependent on nature and exposed
to nature loss. It also projects that global gross
domestic product (GDP) could be 10 per cent
lower by 2050 if temperatures rise to 2.6°C
above pre-industrial levels versus the Paris-
aligned target of 2°C. Persistent high levels of
hunger and malnutrition, and unsustainable
human activity, have been found to stretch the
earth’s capacity to respond to climate change,
presenting both a challenge and an oppor-
tunity for the agriculture sector (UNCTAD,
2011). Agriculture can contribute to mitigat-
ing climate change by adopting more sustain-
able practices and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. The transition to a green economy,
particularly sustainable agriculture, forestry,
and natural resource protection, thus presents
a major opportunity to counter climate change
risks and hunger. It also provides opportuni-
ties to create jobs in the low-carbon economy
and promotes green technological innovations
(FAO, 2009).

Global trade in environmental goods outper-
formed global trade throughout 2022, valued at
$1.9 trillion and registering annual growth of 4
per cent (UNCTAD, 2023). The larger share of
the export value, accounting for about 55 per
cent of the $1.9 trillion, is attributed to prod-
ucts such as electric and hybrid vehicles, non-
plastic packaging, and wind turbines.

While there is a strong economic, environ-
mental, and social case for promoting green
trade, several important obstacles remain in
many countries. These relate mostly to limita-
tions in access to green technology, infrastruc-
ture, and knowledge, as well as in financial
resources, regulatory frameworks, enforcement
mechanisms and economic infrastructure.

This paper focuses on identifying and cham-
pioning green trade in agriculture and forestry,
which are sectors that are critical in tackling
food security, climate change and resource
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degradation. Agriculture and forestry have large
environmental footprints and thus are critical
in nurturing a healthy ecosystem and support-
ing the sustainable management of land, water,
and natural resources (FAO, nd). Unsustainable
agriculture and deforestation have contributed
significantly to the climate crisis and its effects.
Agriculture and forestry can become an engine
for sustainable development, as well as creating
millions of green jobs and supporting liveli-
hoods to mitigate climate change effects.

This paper analyses sector performances in
green production and trade prospects in agri-
culture and forestry, including in food and wood
production, processing, and trade, to provide an
illustration of the potential opportunities for a
green transition. The study analyses patterns
of food production, food trade, food security,
land use, forest production and trade within the
Commonwealth. The data used for analysis are
sourced from FAOStat and World Population
Review and come from the period 2014-2021.

2. Food productioninthe Commonwealth

The projected world population in 2050 will
be 9 billion, by which time the agriculture sec-
tor will have to produce 60 per cent more food
globally (FAO, nd). In most countries, the cur-
rent trajectory of agricultural practices remains
unsustainable, with negative impacts on natu-
ral resources and the environment, including
deforestation, land degradation and loss in
crop genetic diversity and animal breeds (ibid.).
These challenges are large at a time when there
is growing demand for more food and forest
products.

Food production is under severe threat
owing to climate change, population pressures
and geopolitical disputes, both globally and
within the Commonwealth. The years 2016
and 2020 were the hottest on record, con-
tinuing a long-term warming trend because
of human activities (NASA, nd). As food and
agricultural production are largely dependent
on nature, unsustainable management, and
utilisation of natural resources such as land,
water and forestry affect sustainable food and
agricultural production (FAO, nd). The rise in
global temperature and the mismanagement of

natural resources have affected food produc-
tion in several Commonwealth member coun-
tries. Food prices have risen owing to shortages
in supply exacerbated by recent events, includ-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic and the con-
flict in Ukraine (Vickers et al., 2020; Zhuawu,
2020; Salamat, 2022). Despite the rise in global
food prices in recent years, though, the share
of Commonwealth food production in global
food production remains low, accounting for
only about 12.8 per cent over the period 2017-
2020 (Table 2.1).

India is the single largest food producer
within the Commonwealth, accounting for
about 48.2 per cent of the total value of food pro-
duction, which translates to about 6.3 per cent
of the global value of food production. Several
Commonwealth countries are net food import-
ers; only six — Australia, Canada, India, Nigeria,
Pakistan, and the UK - accounted for about
76.7 per cent of the total value of food produc-
tion in the Commonwealth in 2020 (Table 2.2).
This indicates a wide gap about addressing food
insecurity and points to the need for coun-
tries to increase investment in sustainable food

Table 2.1 World food production, 2017-2020

Year World ($ '000) Commonwealth ($ '000) Commonwealth share (%)
2017 6,068,775,006 766,379,737 12.6
2018 6,126,536,383 778,472,652 12.7
2019 6,090,907,362 786,407,972 12.9
2020 6,153,737,663 792,660,883 12.9
Average 6,109,989,104 780,980,311 12.8

Source: FAOStat (2022)
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Table 2.2 Top 20 Commonwealth countries’ food production value, 2017-2020

2017 ($'000) 2018 ($ '000) 2019 ($ '000) 2020 ($ '000) 2020 share (%)
India 361,940,145 378,459,059 384,461,520 387,860,926 482
Nigeria 68,699,686 68,089,504 69,588,578 69,184,345 8.6
Pakistan 50,126,778 48 462,854 50,112,268 51,687,202 6.4
Australia 52,224,779 48,992,925 45 364,948 41,876,766 52
Canada 33,567,492 33,340,010 33,455,352 34,464,071 43
UK 33,419,885 32,947,630 33,880,207 32,279,026 40
South Africa 27,284,514 27,246,437 27,418,587 29,108,425 36
Malaysia 27,772,073 26,937,131 26,821,223 26,268,764 33
Bangladesh 24,567,849 24,524,816 24,618,815 25,217,681 3.1
Ghana 14,222,664 15,037,390 15,079,054 15,760,267 20
Kenya 14,858,241 13,741,526 15,172,995 15,802,713 20
New Zealand 10,826,110 11,308,575 11,327,155 11,495,854 1.4
Malawi 9,724,022 10,496,410 10,597,143 11,095,139 1.4
Tanzania 8,063,632 8,986,238 9,067,232 9,737,438 1.2
Cameroon 8,184,807 8,228,561 8,417,683 8,501,722 1.1
Zambia 6,356,556 6,153,504 6,110,571 6,412,933 0.8
Mozambique 5,336,837 6,471,569 6,298,879 6,164,756 0.8
Sri Lanka 4,882,965 5,670,165 5,768,809 6,616,700 0.8
Rwanda 3,886,055 3,529,394 3,647,686 3,672,057 0.5
Togo 2,390,877 2,467,960 2,525,246 2,567,904 03

Source: FAOStat (2022)

production through the adoption of sustainable
technologies, collaboration and knowledge-
sharing, and co-operation on best agriculture
practices. This should include technology trans-
fer from developed Commonwealth countries
and large developing countries like India and
South Africa to Commonwealth least developed
countries (LDCs), as well as sustainable land use.

The major foodstufts with the highest share
of production value within the Commonwealth
are rice, accounting for 12.5 per cent, cattle
milk at 9.1 per cent, buffalo milk at 7.8 per cent,
wheat at 6.5 per cent, maize corn at 3.3 per cent

Principle 1: Improving efficiency in the use of resources

and yams at 3.2 per cent (see Table Al in the
Appendix). The dominance of food production
in the Commonwealth by only six countries
points to a big opportunity for sustainable food
production and green trade for member coun-
tries that have a considerable share of arable
land, such as Belize, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sierra
Leone, Tanzania, Togo and Uganda, among
others (see Table 5.3).

To promote sustainable food and agriculture,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) (2018) underscored five
critical principles with 20 interconnected actions.

1. Facilitate access to productive resources, finance and services

Connect smallholders to markets

2.
3. Encourage diversification of production and income
4.

Build producers' knowledge

Principle 2: Conservation, protection, and enhancement of natural resources

5. Enhance soil health and restore land

6 Protect water and manage scarcity

7. Mainstream biodiversity conservation and protect ecosystem functions

8 Reduce losses, encourage reuse and recycle, and promote sustainable consumption
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Principle 3: Improve livelihoods and foster inclusive economic growth

9. Empower people and fight inequalities

10. Promote secure tenure rights for men and women

11. Use social protection tools to enhance productivity and income

12.  Improve nutrition and promote balanced diets

Principle 4: Enhance the resilience of people, communities and ecosystems

13.  Preventand protect against shocks: enhance resilience

14.  Prepare for and respond to shocks

15. Address and adapt to climate change

16.  Strengthen ecosystem resilience
Principle 5: Adapt governance to new challenges

17.  Enhance policy dialogue and co-ordination

18. Strengtheninnovation systems

19. Adapt and improve investment and finance

20. Strengthen the enabling environment and reform the institutional framework

The principles and actions outlined by FAO are
critical in the transition to a green economy
and green trade in food items. Sustainable
food and agriculture production are of strate-
gic importance in addressing food insecurity,

environmental conservation, and protection
of natural resources in the Commonwealth.
The next sections provide illustrations of the
food security status and food trade in the
Commonwealth.

3. Food security in the Commonwealth

Food security and rising food prices remain of
fundamental concern in Commonwealth coun-
tries. The prevalence of food insecurity in the
Commonwealth is higher than the global aver-
age of 11.9 per cent registered over the period
2020-2022, standing at 13.9 per cent (Figures

3.1 and 3.2). The worst-affected group in the
Commonwealth is the female adult popula-
tion. Severe food insecurity affects about 12.7
per cent of the total female population globally
(Figure 3.1). In the Commonwealth, this rate is
almost doubled for some countries: the average

Figure 3.1 Prevalence of severe food insecurity in the world, 3-year averages (%)
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Figure 3.2 Prevalence of severe food insecurity in the Commonwealth, 3-year averages (%)
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share of the female adult population in severe
food insecurity stood at about 14.4 per cent in
2020-2022 (Figure 3.2).

The high level of food insecurity in the adult
female population is then linked to malnu-
trition in infants. The relationship between
household food security and infant and young
child feeding is highlighted in Bwalya et al.
(2023). This level of food insecurity within the
Commonwealth indicates a food production

and trade gap, which is an opportunity that
needs to be tapped through sustainable agri-
cultural production and trade. Implementation
of sustainable agricultural production has the
potential to significantly improve food secu-
rity through food trade among Commonwealth
member countries.

As Table 3.1 shows, sub-Saharan Africa has
the highest proportion of the total population
in severe food insecurity.

Table 3.1 Prevalence of severe food insecurity in the Commonwealth,3-year averages (%)

2014- 2015- 2016- 2017- 2018- 2019- 2020-

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Malawi 47.7 48.5 49.7 48.3 49.5 51.0 52.2
Mozambique 40.7 40.7 40.5 40.4 39.6
Namibia 28.8 29.6 30.5 31.3 32.1 32.6 33.0
Lesotho 27.0 29.0 30.9 32.8
Zambia 22.4 23.8 24.1 26.2 28.2 32.6 32.1
Sierra Leone 26.7 32.0 32.6 32.4 32.2 31.5 319
Kenya 15.0 17.8 21.6 23.4 24.9 26.1 28.0
Gambia 23.6 23.6 24.6 25.7 27.1 27.0
Botswana 18.4 21.5 22.8 23.1 23.7 25.4 26.7
Cameroon 22.3 26.6 28.2 28.1 27.3 26.7 26.7
Tanzania 20.6 24.8 25.6 24.9 24.4 25.8 26.3
Jamaica 25.3 24.8 24.5 23.0 23.3 23.1 25.6
Uganda 21.5 24.0 25.6 24.9 23.4 23.2 249
Nigeria 11.0 12.3 13.6 15.1 17.3 19.8 21.3
Togo 16.1 16.3 15.8 16.9 17.2 18.8 19.4
Eswatini 18.3 18.3
Pakistan 0.9 0.8 1.3 1.6 4.8 8.7 12.9
Bangladesh 13.3 12.4 11.6 10.6 10.5 10.7 11.0
Mauritius 52 5.9 6.2 6.8 8.3 9.1 10.5
Average 12.9 14.3 14.5 14.3 14.3 13.9 13.9

Source: FAOStat (2024)
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4. Food trade inthe Commonwealth

According to UNCTADStat 2022, the value of
global food exports grew by about 27 per cent,
from US$1.2 trillion recorded in 2018 to about
$1.7 trillion in 2021, maintaining an average
share of about 7.7 per cent in total merchan-
dise exports over the period 2016-2021. Food
trade was dominated by fruit and vegetables,
accounting for about 22 per cent of the total
value of food trade excluding fish, while cereal
and its preparations accounted for 16 per cent
and meats and meat preparations 12 per cent.
The USA remains the leading net food exporter,
while China is the major food importer specifi-
cally of cereals and meat.

In the Commonwealth, 20 countries
accounted for more than 96.7 per cent of
total food imports in 2021 (Table 4.1). These
imports are largely sourced from outside the
Commonwealth, which suggests prospective

Table 4.1 Top 20 food importing countries
in the Commonwealth, 2019-2022 (%)

2019 2020 2021 2022
India 23.0 27.6 40.2 357
Malaysia 10.5 10.1 8.5 11.3
Australia 6.5 5.7 7.6 10.3
UK 15.0 13.1 9.1 9.6
Canada 12.9 13.2 9.8 9.0
South Africa 7.6 7.4 6.1 6.1
Pakistan 6.1 5.6 4.2 4.9
Singapore 5.3 4.9 4.1 3.7
Ghana 1.7 2.0 19 1.3
SriLanka 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0
Cameroon 1.9 2.0 1.7 0.8
Kenya 1.3 1.1 0.6 0.7
Tanzania 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.6
Togo 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.6
Malawi 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.6
Uganda 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4
Nigeria 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.4
Papua New 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4
Guinea (PNG)
Bangladesh 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3
Trinidad and 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3
Tobago

Source: FAOStat (2024)

opportunities for green food trade (organic
food) to fill the food trade deficit within the
Commonwealth and address food insecurity.

The market size of global organic food is
growing steadily, and this has developed into a
more organised movement as the fastest grow-
ing food sector globally (Suresh, 2017). The
market value was about US$140.5 billion in
2021 and it is projected to grow from $157.5
billion in 2022 to about $366.7 billion by 2029,
exhibiting a compound annual growth rate of
12.8 per cent (Fortune Business Insights, 2023).
The major markets for organic food include the
USA (share of 42 per cent), the European Union
(EU) (39 per cent), China (8 per cent), Canada
(3 per cent) and Switzerland (3 per cent). The
countries with the highest per capita organic
food consumption include Austria, Denmark,
Luxembourg, Sweden, and Switzerland. Other
emerging markets for organic food include
Brazil and Indonesia, among others.

The major suppliers of food imports to the
Commonwealth include the USA, account-
ing for 14.9 per cent, Indonesia at 5.6 per cent,
Netherlands at 4.9 per cent, France at 4.6 per
cent, China 3.7 at per cent, Germany at 3.6
per cent, Malaysia at 3.4 per cent, Brazil at 3.4
percent and Thailand 3.3 at per cent, among
others. In the top 20 suppliers of food to the
Commonwealth only six are Commonwealth
countries, with a share of only 15.4 per cent of
the 73.3 per cent (Table 4.2).

The low value of intra-Commonwealth trade
in food could be addressed through increasing
sustainable food production (organic farm-
lands and restoration of biodiversity); easing
restrictions — both tariftfs and non-tariff barri-
ers — on products that are sustainably produced;
and supporting the standardisation, certifica-
tion, labelling and packaging of food produced
through sustainable agriculture practices in
developing countries.

The countries that import the largest propor-
tion of food in the Commonwealth are also the
major suppliers. However, several countries in
the Commonwealth recorded steady growth
in food exports over the period 2019-2022,
mostly registered in 2022 - namely, India, UK,
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Canada,
among others.
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Table 4.2 Top 20 import sources of food for Commonwealth countries, 2019-20

2019 ($ '000)

2020 ($'000)

Average 2019-2020 Share 2019-2020

($'000) (%)
USA 32,745,361 32,188,253 32,466,807 14.9
Indonesia 11,404,152 12,791,924 12,098,038 5.6
Netherlands 10,094,307 11,123,742 10,609,025 4.9
France 10,101,700 10,007,792 10,054,746 4.6
China, mainland 7,783,423 8,549,798 8,166,611 3.7
Germany 7,684,178 7,916,621 7,800,400 3.6
Malaysia 7,354,681 7,479,828 7,417,255 3.4
Brazil 6,424,051 8,224,296 7,324,174 3.4
Thailand 7,465,718 6,958,631 7,212,175 3.3
Ireland 6,724,036 7,106,099 6,915,068 3.2
India 5,899,559 7,601,274 6,750,417 3.1
[taly 6,470,915 6,945,368 6,708,142 3.1
Argentina 6,127,286 6,585,755 6,356,521 29
New Zealand 6,062,062 5,919,587 5,990,825 2.7
Spain 5,544,121 6,193,045 5,868,583 2.7
Australia 5,312,622 5,359,411 5,336,017 2.4
Belgium 4,568,072 4,741,597 4,654,835 2.1
South Africa 4,381,473 4,083,448 4,232,461 1.9
Canada 3,626,879 3,846,177 3,736,528 1.7
Poland 2,951,465 3,674,501 3,312,983 1.5

Source: FAOStat (2022)

Table 4.3 Top 15 food exporting
Commonwealth countries, 2018-2021 (%)

2019 2020 2021 2022
India 14.7 15.6 17.4 21.2
UK 24.3 23.3 21.7 20.8
Bangladesh 12.3 11.8 116 11.9
Malaysia 9.9 10.1 9.4 9.4
Pakistan 4.8 6.9 6.5 7.0
Canada 55 5.6 5.1 51
Singapore 6.3 5.5 52 4.8
South Africa 3.9 3.2 2.8 3.3
Australia 43 43 2.3 3.3
Nigeria 3.4 3.2 3.0 3.0
Ghana 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.3
Mozambigue 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.0
PNG 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.8
Kenya 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8
Cameroon 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.7
Mauritius 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.6
Togo 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.5
Cyprus 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.4
The Gambia 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4
Sri Lanka 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.4

Source: FAOStat (2024)

Several Commonwealth countries have a nega-
tive food trade balance. Table 4.4 shows the
20 Commonwealth countries with the worst
food trade balance. However, countries with a
negative food trade balance are not necessarily
among those with prevalence of moderate or
severe food insecurity in the total population
(Table A6 in the Appendix).°®

High levels of food import dependency put
several Commonwealth countries at high risk of
food insecurity and has worsened their balance
of trade. This shows the urgent need to address
any impediment to sustainable food production
and trade within the Commonwealth. In addi-
tion, climate change mitigation and land use
and management are vital. Several countries
have developed legal and regulatory frame-
works targeting the sustainable use and conser-
vation of biodiversity for food and agriculture
production (FAO, 2022). However, this will
require, among other interventions, effective
institutional mechanisms and capacity-build-
ing through awareness, research, education,
and training to promote and support biodi-
versity for sustainable productivity in agrifood
systems.
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Table 4.4 Food trade balance of Commonwealth countries, 2018-2021 ($ '000)

2019 2020 2021 2022 Average 2019-22
UK -29,355,236  -35,733,943  -35563,511 -41,866,105 -35,629,699
Bangladesh -11,102,576  -12,060,146  -16,644,566  -15,504,528 -13,827,954
Nigeria -2,923,730 -3,501,834 -4,504,404 -4,292,066 -3,805,509
Pakistan 367,498 -2,576,353 -4,647,453 -4,140,256  -2,749,141
Mozambique -620,234 -958,390 -1,340,926 -1,080,959 -1,000,127
Cyprus -804,540 -704,197 -934,986 -1,104,048 -886,943
Botswana -758,279 -765,422 -861,092 -902,210 -821,751
Jamaica -727,579 -600,913 -780,766 -1,074,805 -796,016
Mauritius -709,506 -622,270 -695,928 -955,296 -745,750
Singapore 942,563 -429,475 -955,316 -2,036,847 -619,769
Trinidad and Tobago -554,500 -532,176 -592,438 -770,756 -612,468
The Bahamas -596,978 -455,071 -491,827 -825,130 -592,252
Namibia -540,273 -560,201 -701,921 -545,393 -586,947
Brunei Darussalam -499,053 -568,174 -578,233 -609,094 -563,639
Maldives -557,439 -402,824 -583,277 -688,835 -558,094
Malta -515,497 -472,428 -544,656 -680,873 -553,364
Gabon -521,499 -589,789 -549,794 -547,773 -552,214
Sierra Leone -457,670 -512,714 -555,190 -602,743 -532,079
Cameroon 433,844 -315,785 -440,729 -802,006 -498,091

Source: FAOStat (2024)

5. Land use and green productionin
Commonwealth countries

5.1 Land Area

Land remains the only fixed factor of produc-
tion and is at the core of sustainable food and
agriculture, and its continued productivity,
especially for food and agriculture, is depen-
dent on its usage and conservation. Stehfest
(2019) underscores that land use and land cover
are important when exploring future develop-
ments and policy options for climate change,
biodiversity, food security, ecosystem services
and sustainable development.

In the Commonwealth, statistical estimates
indicate that, in 2020, about 36.4 per cent of
the total land area was agricultural, 35.2 per
cent was available for forestry, 21.2 per cent
was cropland and 17.1 per cent was under
permanent meadows and pastures (Table 5.1).
According to the Commonwealth Living Lands
Charter, nearly a quarter of the world’s land
area, including 11 million km?+ of arable land,

is in the Commonwealth.” The Charter under-
scores the need for member countries to safe-
guard land resources; co-ordinate actions to
address climate change, biodiversity loss and
land degradation or desertification; and pro-
mote climate-resilient and sustainable land
management.

Table 5.1 Shareinland areain the
Commonwealth, 2017-2020 (%)

2017 2018 2019 2020
Agricultural land 36.4 364 362 364
Cropland 21.1 211 209 212
Forestland 354 353 352 352
Land under 172 172 172 17.1

permanent meadows
and pastures

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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Table 5.2 Share in agricultural land area in the Commonwealth, 2017-2020 (%)

2017 2018 2019 2020
Cropland 65.2 65.2 65.1 65.3
Arable land 41.0 40.9 40.7 41.0
Land under permanent meadows and pastures 39.1 39.0 39.2 38.9
Agriculture area irrigated 25.6 259 32.4 315
Land under permanent crops 25.7 25.8 25.8 25.8
Land area equipped for irrigation 10.7 10.6 11.2 11.2
Agriculture land area under organic agriculture 2.8 3.1 3.6 4.0

Source: FAOStat (2023)

This analysis of land use is critical in mov-
ing towards a green economy and achieving
sustainable trade in green products, especially
food and agricultural products. The subsequent
subsections further analyse agricultural and
forest land in the Commonwealth.

5.2 Agricultural land

Agricultural land use here is categorised
into seven types (Table 5.2). Cropland
accounts for the most agricultural land in
the Commonwealth, at 65.3 per cent in 2020.
Agricultural land being farmed organically is
at 4.0 per cent. Organic agriculture is funda-
mental to green trade. As Suresh (2017) says,
‘organic agriculture promotes and enhances
agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity,
biological cycles, and soil biological activity’ It
is gaining traction because modern agricultural
farming practices and chemical applications in
farming over the years have resulted in natural
habitat imbalance and loss of soil health and led
to many hazards, such as decreased groundwa-
ter level, soil salinisation, pollution by fertilis-
ers and pesticides, genetic erosion, ill-effects
on the environment, reduced food quality and
increased costs of cultivation, making farmers
poorer from year to year (Suresh, 2010).

Organic production would suit several coun-
tries that confront challenges related to high
population density and natural disasters arising
from climate crisis such as rising sea water lev-
els and droughts. In the Commonwealth, coun-
tries with high population density per square
kilometre including Bangladesh, Barbados,
Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Nauru, Rwanda
and Singapore (see Table A3 in the Appendix);
these can adopt innovative approaches to sus-
tainable food production, including organic
production.

According to Willer et al. (2021), 187 coun-
tries are farming organically on about 74.9 mil-
lion hectares of agricultural land managed by at
least 3.4 million farmers (ITC, 2023). Organic
farming is at the cutting-edge of agriculture,
such as in the pasturing of cows, hogs, goats
and poultry and crop growing. Estimates show
that organic certification is the biggest sustain-
ability standard in terms of both area and prod-
uct variety, covering about 75 million hectares
of agricultural land across the world certified
as organic in 2020, representing 1.6 per cent of
agricultural land worldwide (ITC, 2023). This
indicates great potential for green production
and trade in organic products through sustain-
able land use, biodiversity conservation and
organic farming.

Globally, countries with a large area under
organic agriculture include Australia with
approximately 35.7 million hectares, Argentina
with 3.7 million hectares, Spain with 2.4 mil-
lion hectares, India with 2.3 million hectares,
China with 2.2 million hectares and Brazil with
1.28 million hectares (Willer et al., 2021). The
countries with the most farmers practising
organic farming are India (1.4 million), Uganda
(0.21 million) and Ethiopia (0.20 million). In
addition to Australia, India and Uganda, other
Commonwealth countries with considerable
agricultural land under organic farming include
Fiji, Papua New Guinea (PNG), Samoa, Sierra
Leone, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tanzania, and
Vanuatu. Willer et al. (2021) estimate trade in
organic products to be about US$112 billion in
2019, with major markets being the USA (42
per cent), Germany (11.3 per cent) and France
(10.6 per cent). Sterk (2018) found that demand
for organic commodities exceeded supply and
growth in international demand remained
prospective.
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Table 5.3 Top Commonwealth countries’
agricultural area under organic farming,
2020 (%)

Agricultural area Arable

under organic land

agriculture
Samoa 83.0 22.9
Australia 10.0 8.6
Fiji 6.2 24.7
PNG 6.1 25.2
Sierra Leone 5.6 40.1
Cyprus 4.4 76.4
Togo 3.4 69.4
Tonga 3.2 57.1
Solomon Islands 2.9 17.1
UK 2.7 34.6
SriLanka 2.6 48.8
Canada 2.5 66.2
Singapore 2.3 84.9
India 1.5 86.8
Vanuatu 1.1 10.7
Grenada 1.0 37.5
New Zealand 0.8 52
Uganda 0.8 47.9
Ghana 0.6 19.9
Kenya 0.5 21.0
Tanzania 0.5 34.2
The Bahamas 0.4 57.1
Belize 0.3 52.3
Malta 0.3 87.4
Rwanda 0.3 63.6
Pakistan 0.2 84.2
Eswatini 0.1 14.3
Nigeria 0.1 50.4

Source: FAOStat (2022)

Table 5.3 shows that the share of agricultural
land under organic agriculture vis-a-vis the

Box 1: Organic farming in Samoa

15

share of arable land in Commonwealth coun-
tries. It is important to note that the share of
arable land does not reflect the availability
of such land for agriculture, agroforestry, or
organic farming.

The share of organic farming remains low
in several countries, which could be attributed
to biodiversity loss; poor land use, leading to a
decline in soil fertility; outbreaks of pests and dis-
eases because of destruction of species habitats;
and overexploitation of natural resources. The
prospects for organic food production and trade
remain enormous within the Commonwealth,
however. Box 1 shows how Samoa has, over
the years, registered growth in organic farming
through its traditional farming practices.

Transitioning to organic farming and trade
remains a challenge for most Commonwealth
countries, however, owing to extremely high
costs of production - yields from organic agri-
culture in high-income countries are typically
lower than those from other production sys-
tems (Lampkin, 2010; Ruskin, 2015) - as well
as reduced land owing to land fragmentation
(yet more land is required to produce the same
amount of food as in conventional agriculture).

There are several member countries with
considerable potential to increase their share
of agricultural land under organic farming -
namely, Belize, Cameroon, Canada, Gabon,
Malawi, Nigeria, Pakistan, PNG, Tanzania,
Togo, Uganda, and Zambia, among others.
These countries’ share of arable land is high and
the population density per square kilometre is
low, creating opportunities for sustainable agri-
culture and increased green trade.

5.3 Forestland

In several Commonwealth countries, forest
coverage and forest products are dominated by
naturally regenerated forest. More than 92 per

Samoa has a tradition of organic food production. It relies heavily on local resources, natural regeneration of
soils, diversity, traditional natural remedies for pests, manual weeding, and low labour input. Products such
as cocoa, lime, coconut, banana, mango, pineapple, pawpaw, and ginger have always been planted in the
Malaefono organic plantation. Certified market-oriented organic farming started in the country in 1994. The
promotion of organic farming was championed by the National Organic Advisory Committee constituted under
the Prime Minister's Office in 2006. Certified organic farming by Samoan farmers has been promoted by the
government, development partners, the private sector, and non-governmental organisations such as Women
in Business Development Incorporated and the Fiji-based Pacific Organic and Ethical Trade Community.

Source: World Bank (2011)
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Table 5.4 Share in forestland in the
Commonwealth, 2017-2020 (%)

2017 2018 2019 2020

Naturally 899 899 899 8938
regenerating forest
Planted forest 10.1 101 101 10.2

Source: FAOStat (2022)

cent of Commonwealth countries are depen-
dent on natural forests, which constituted more
than 89.8 per cent of total forest coverage in
the respective countries in 2020 (Table 5.4).
This indicates high dependency on natural for-
ests for trade, which represents a threat to the

ecosystem and biodiversity but also aggravates
climate change. Loss of forest cover leads to
land degradation, and thus loss of soil fertility
and a drive to desertification.

In only 16 Commonwealth countries does
forest land constitute over 50 per cent of total
land area. In 19 Commonwealth countries the
share of forest land in total land area is below 20
per cent (Table 5.5).

The period 2017-2020 recorded a decline
in the share of forest land in total land area for
several countries (Botswana, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, and Uganda, among
others). Loss in forest cover diminishes the
growth prospects of trade in forest products
such as wood and paper.

Table 5.5 Share of forest land in land area in the Commonwealth, 2017-2020 (%)

2017 2018 2019 2020
Guyana 93.7 93.6 93.6 93.6
Gabon 91.5 91.4 91.4 91.3
Solomon Islands 90.2 90.2 90.2 90.1
PNG 79.4 79.3 79.3 79.2
Seychelles 73.3 73.3 73.3 73.3
St Vincent and the Grenadines 73.2 73.2 73.2 73.2
Brunei Darussalam 72.1 72.1 72.1 72.1
Dominica 63.8 63.8 63.8 63.8
Fiji 61.3 61.7 62.0 62.4
Zambia 61.0 60.8 60.5 60.3
Malaysia 58.6 58.5 58.3 58.2
Samoa 58.7 58.5 58.3 58.2
Belize 57.5 57.0 56.5 56.0
Grenada 52.1 52.1 52.1 52.1
Tanzania 53.2 52.7 52.2 51.6
The Bahamas 50.9 50.9 50.9 50.9
Mozambigue 47.6 47.3 47.0 46.7
Trinidad and Tobago 44.7 44.7 44.6 44.5
Cameroon 43.4 43.3 43.2 43.0
St Kitts and Nevis 42.3 42.3 42.3 42.3

Source: FAOStat (2023)

6. Forestry production and trade in the
Commonwealth

The importance of healthy forests cannot be
overemphasised, given their significance to life
on land and their contribution to biodiversity,

climate change mitigation (the water cycle and
absorption of carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere) and sustainable livelihoods through
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the sustainable wood trade. There is also poten-
tial for domestic value addition by developing
processing capacity along the value chain from
raw forest products to paper, furniture and oth-
ers, to contribute to economic development
and transformation. Global demand for forest
products, particularly paper, timber, electric
and fencing poles, and furniture, remains high.
The sustainable management and use of forest
is central to extending climate benefits through
sustainable sources of energy, biodiversity, and
livelihoods. It is thus crucial in enhancing green
trade in forest products.

The importance of forests in the green trade
transition has led to an increase in the global
standards certification of forest areas and in
the number of change-of-custody certificate
holders. The global certified forest area was
estimated to cover 546.2 million hectares by
2020, or 13.8 per cent of the global forest area.
There are 58,740 chain-of-custody certificate
holders covering the 546.2 million hectares
(ITC, 2022). This will enhance sustainable
trade in forest products, helping mitigate the
climate crisis.

In the Commonwealth, the share of for-
est land in total land area was approximately
35.2 per cent in 2020. Top wood producers
in the Commonwealth have less than 50 per
cent forest land, except for Malaysia, Tanzania,
Zambia, and PNG, as Tables 6.1 and 6.2 show.
Meanwhile, Figure 6.1 shows Commonwealth
countries’ share of forestry production and
trade in the world over the period 2018-2022.
The highest export shares are of sawn wood,
accounting for 19.8 per cent, printing and
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Table 6.1 Top 20 wood producers
and Commonwealth countries, 2018-2021
(%)

2018 2019 2020 2021
India 31.1 31.6 31.9 31.7
Canada 20.7 19.4 19.2 19.4
Nigeria 59 6.0 6.1 6.2
Australia 5.4 5.5 5.0 4.6
Ghana 3.8 3.8 4.0 4.1
Uganda 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.8
New Zealand 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4
South Africa 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.1
UK 2.8 2.9 2.8 2.9
Pakistan 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.7
Malaysia 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.3
Tanzania 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.3
Kenya 2.1 2.1 2.0 2.0
Zambia 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Bangladesh 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9
Mozambique 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4
Cameroon 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.2
PNG 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7
Malawi 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6
Sierra Leone 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

Source: FAOStat (2023)

writing paper, at 11.5 per cent, and other paper
and paper board at 10.0 per cent.

The major wood producers include India,
Canada, Nigeria, Australia, Ghana, Uganda,
New Zealand, South Africa, and the UK, among
others.

Figure 6.1 Share of Commonwealth forestry production and trade in the world (%)
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Table 6.2 Commonwealth countries in top
20 wood exporters, 2018-2020 (%)

Table 6.3 Wood imports by Commonwealth
countries, 2018-2021 ($ million)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2018 2019 2020 2021
Canada 542 52.7 54.9 58.0 UK 28.8 29.6 30.5 28.4
New Zealand 8.2 8.1 8.0 8.6 Canada 14.7 15.1 16.2 16.1
India 3.5 4.1 4.3 5.9 India 16.0 16.9 13.1 15.2
UK 55 6.0 6.0 5.7 Malaysia 7.4 7.8 8.2 8.5
Malaysia 52 5.8 55 53 Australia 6.1 6.0 6.6 6.4
Singapore 6.4 6.6 5.6 4.1 Singapore 5.8 5.5 5.1 4.3
Australia 51 5.8 5.2 3.7 South Africa 4.0 3.8 3.5 3.3
South Africa 3.6 3.1 3.7 2.9 Nigeria 1.9 1.6 1.7 3.0
Cameroon 1.5 1.5 1.2 1.0 Pakistan 3.0 2.5 2.6 2.7
PNG 1.4 1.4 1.3 0.9 Bangladesh 2.8 2.1 2.6 2.5
Gabon 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.9 New Zealand 1.8 2.0 2.1 2.1
Solomon Islands 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.6 SriLanka 1.4 1.2 1.5 1.5
Mozambique 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3 Kenya 1.4 1.2 1.5 1.4
Ghana 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 Tanzania 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4
Sierra Leone 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 Malta 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3
Tanzania 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 Cyprus 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3
Pakistan 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 Ghana 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.3
Nigeria 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.2 Uganda 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3
Eswatini 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 Zambia 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3
SriLanka 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 Trinidad and 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3

Tobago

Source: FAOStat (2023)

The wood producers with less than 50 per cent
of forest land are also the major exporters and
importers of wood (Australia, Canada, India,
New Zealand, South Africa, and the UK, among
others). However, Canada, New Zealand and
South Africa have a positive trade balance,
implying less importation of wood and high
dependency on domestic wood, or the value of
wood products exported is higher than that of
imported wood, which could be raw materials.
The pattern of wood trade in the
Commonwealth is dominated by large econo-
mies. The economies with less export value may
require know-how on value addition through
investment in the value chain, including sup-
port to small-scale producers on how to engage
in sustainable wood production and trade.
Table 6.4 shows that most countries that
maintained a positive trade balance in wood
trade over the period 2018-2021 have a rela-
tively high share of forest land - namely,
Cameroon 43 per cent, Gabon 91.6 per cent,
Guyana 93.6 per cent, Mozambique 46.7 per
cent, PNG 79.2 per cent and Solomon Islands
90.1 per cent (see also Table 5.5). This pattern

Source: FAOStat (2023)

is ideal for sustainable wood trade, which is
critical in managing deforestation and climate
change while enhancing livelihoods. It will be
vital to provide incentives such as land and
farming equipment to wood producers and
small-scale growers so they can establish own-
wood plantations for sustainability and to elim-
inate the deforestation of natural forests.

The mismanagement of land use and for-
est cover have gradually led to low agricul-
tural productivity in several countries, leading
to food insecurity. This might be attributed
to institutional limitations in enforcing land
use regulations covering residential, agricul-
tural, recreation, forestry, transportation, water
catchment and commercial land, especially
in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and some island
countries.

The establishment of effective institutions
and land use regulations to promote sustain-
able land use for agriculture and forestry by
Commonwealth countries will address food
security risks and enhance trade in food
and forest products, which are central in the
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Table 6.4 Wood trade balance for the Commonwealth, 2018-2021 ($ million)

2018 2019 2020 2021
Canada 27,045,502.0 21,374,209.6 20,443,575.6 30,349,360.9
New Zealand 4,357,310.0 3,445,506.0 3,108,887.0 4,670,254.4
Gabon 635,878.0 578,067.0 500,539.0 599,610.0
PNG 886,651.0 757,632.0 591,270.0 587,437.0
Cameroon 876,957.0 757,256.0 534,201.0 580,608.0
Singapore 954,685.0 830,152.0 551,687.0 438,898.9
Solomon Islands 654,465.0 476,064.0 359,618.0 380,460.0
Sierra Leone 98,978.0 118,543.0 113,192.0 148,396.0
Mozambique 219,697.0 197,550.0 57,206.0 134,309.4
South Africa 137,268.0 -225,445.0 319,356.0 108,107.0
Eswatini 46,972.0 78,586.0 70,048.0 75,137.4
Guyana 45,999.0 34,480.0 19,546.0 35,850.2
Gambia 15,517.0 60,163.0 17,974.0 23,843.1
Belize -12,842.0 -16,936.0 -10,906.0 10,438.4
Ghana -111,638.0 1,554.0 -26,385.0 9,621.0
Tuvalu -1,505.0 -1,203.0 -850.0 -292.0
Nauru -748.0 -697.0 -540.0 -1,637.0
Kiribati -2,506.0 -2,244.0 -2,646.0 -3,869.0
Vanuatu -3,246.0 -3,655.0 -6,705.0 -6,498.0
St Vincent and the Grenadines -6,710.0 -7,335.0 -6,018.0 -7,360.1

Source: FAOStat (2023)

transition to a green economy. For example,
Gabon is pursuing a positive approach to pro-
mote sustainable forestry management and
wood processing through forest finance and
carbon credit under REDD+ (Commonwealth
Secretariat, 2023). Developing countries in

the Commonwealth need to prioritise sustain-
able utilisation of natural resources through
the development of effective regulations and
institutions to promote sustainable produc-
tion and trade, including carbon credits for
agroforestry.

7. The opportunities and benefits of green trade for
the Commonwealth

International trade remains the best avenue
through which all countries, developing or
advanced, can achieve optimal gains from trade
in goods and services. This includes access to
technology and technological innovations,
environmentally friendly goods and services,
and sustainably produced green products (such
as wood, food and other agricultural products).
The need to transition to green trade is urgent,
especially in the agriculture sector, which
is central to addressing food insecurity and
unemployment and enabling sustainable trade.

Sustainable agriculture and forest production
provide great opportunities for green trade,
ranging from organic food production to wood
products, while having the potential to mitigate
the climate crisis.

Green trade has great prospects both within
the Commonwealth and globally. The potential
for growth should drive Commonwealth coun-
tries to develop ambitious reforms to regula-
tions and institutional capacity. This will make
it possible to enforce environmental measures
and roll out climate-smart agriculture practices
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and certified forestry to enhance green produc-
tion and trade.

The Commonwealth countries need to foster
co-operation and collaboration on the promo-
tion of open green trade through capacity-build-
ing initiatives and knowledge-sharing on green
technologies and innovations, access to resources
and enhancing adaptation to environmentally
friendly technologies that support sustainable
agriculture and forest production. This is because
green technologies and know-how are not equally
and easily accessible or affordable for all countries
and regions within the Commonwealth.

Trade in certified organic agricultural prod-
ucts, particularly food, has great potential,

including in terms of market access and
growing international demand, which cur-
rently exceeds supply. The rise in demand
for organic products is driving prices higher
than those for conventionally grown and pro-
cessed products. Rising demand and prices
in developed markets represent an opportu-
nity to expand production and create more
gainful green jobs. Several countries in the
Commonwealth have expansive arable land
suitable for sustainable agriculture and for-
estry, which could enhance green exports:
Barbados, Belize, Cameroon, India, Malawi,
Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Togo, Sri Lanka,
and Uganda, among others.

8. Conclusion and possible interventions

The transition to green trade, especially in
agriculture and forestry, promises convincing
economic and environmental gains that are
critical for human survival. However, strategic
intervention requires investment, regulatory
frameworks, and institutional mechanisms to
improve efficiency in resource use and envi-
ronmental protection. It equally requires an
enabling environment that supports policy
interventions that are cost-effective and that
promote the best means of addressing threats
to the environment and human survival.

The agriculture and forestry sector can
become an engine for sustainable development
through the creation of millions of green jobs
and livelihoods by addressing restrictive trade
regimes to enhance food trade. Measures that
are critical to support the transition to green
trade and environmentally friendly production
include:

o Develop effective institutional and regu-
latory frameworks to enforce sustainable
land use, smart agricultural practices to
enhance food production and sustainable
forestry.

« Promote certified organic food production,
especially for countries with expansive ara-
ble land.

o Promote certified forest production, the
conservation of natural forests and the
protection of biodiversity and ecosystems
to ensure sustainable forest product trade.
Adherence to the Commonwealth Living
Lands Charter is critical towards the suc-
cessful achievement of sustainable land use
in the Commonwealth.

o Ensure co-operation and collaboration
among countries to foster the transfer and
dissemination of sustainable technology,
access to resources and the provision of
targeted capacity-building initiatives to
enhance adaptation to environmentally
friendly technologies to support sustainable
agriculture and forest production.

« Develop incentive packages, including fiscal
policies and interventions and the provision
of land and farm equipment, as well as sup-
port to research and development on green
innovation, to enhance green production
and trade.

o Ease restriction by removing or reducing
tariffs and non-tariff barriers on cross-bor-
der trade on green goods, especially certi-
fied agriculture and forest products. There
is also a need for the Commonwealth devel-
oped economies to provide Aid for Trade
to target support to developing countries,
especially LDCs.
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Notes

1 According to the Commonwealth Secretariat (2023),
international trade is responsible for approximately
20-25 per cent of global deforestation, mainly through
the production and export of various forest risk’ com-
modities in global supply chains.

2 Chain of custody certificate holders are organisations
that have obtained a chain of custody certification
from the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The FSC
is an international non-profit organisation that pro-
motes responsible management of the world’s forests.
See https://uk.fsc.org/what-is-fsc

3 A green economy is one ‘that results in improved well-
being and social equity, while significantly reducing
environmental risks, and ecological scarcities’ (UNEP,
2016). A green economy prioritises the health of the
people and planet and their interlinkages, encompass-
ing renewable energy, the protection of nature and a
circular economy.

4 Bacchus and Amrita (2022) highlight the links
between trade and climate change, biodiversity, and

other aspects of natural ecology. They highlighted the
growing recognition and need to align trade policies
with environmental sustainability and how the global
economy can evolve to support both economic growth
and ecological preservation to achieve a sustainable
future.

5 According to the World Bank (2015, 2021), trade has
helped increase the number and quality of jobs in
developing countries, stimulated economic growth
and driven productivity increases.

6 According to FAO, a household is classified as mod-
erately or severely food insecure when at least one
adult has reported to have been exposed, at times
during the year, to low quality diets and might have
been forced to also reduce the quantity of food they
would normally eat because of a lack of money or
other resources. This is an indicator of lack of food
access.

7 https://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/living
-lands-charter
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Table A2 Gross production value of food in the Commonwealth

(constant 2014-2016 $' 000)

2017 2018 2019 2020 2020
share (%)

India 361,940,145 378,459,059 384,461,520 387,860,926 48.2
Nigeria 68,699,686 68,089,504 69,588,578 69,184,345 8.6
Pakistan 50,126,778 48,462,854 50,112,268 51,687,202 6.4
Australia 52,224,779 48,992,925 45,364,948 41,876,766 5.2
Canada 33,567,492 33,340,010 33,455,352 34,464,071 4.3
UK 33,419,885 32,947,630 33,880,207 32,279,026 4.0
South Africa 27,284,514 27,246,437 27,418,587 29,108,425 3.6
Malaysia 27,772,073 26,937,131 26,821,223 26,268,764 3.3
Bangladesh 24,567,849 24,524,816 24,618,815 25,217,681 3.1
Ghana 14,222,664 15,037,390 15,079,054 15,760,267 2.0
Kenya 14,858,241 13,741,526 15,172,995 15,802,713 2.0
New Zealand 10,826,110 11,308,575 11,327,155 11,495,854 14
Malawi 9,724,022 10,496,410 10,597,143 11,095,139 14
Tanzania 8,063,632 8,986,238 9,067,232 9,737,438 1.2
Cameroon 8,184,807 8,228,561 8,417,683 8,501,722 1.1
Zambia 6,356,556 6,153,504 6,110,571 6,412,933 0.8
Mozambique 5,336,837 6,471,569 6,298,879 6,164,756 0.8
SriLanka 4,882,965 5,670,165 5,768,809 6,616,700 0.8
Rwanda 3,886,055 3,529,394 3,647,686 3,672,057 0.5
Togo 2,390,877 2,467,960 2,525,246 2,567,904 0.3
SierraLeone 2,715,048 2,526,563 2,049,007 2,466,618 0.3
Jamaica 1,671,341 1,659,948 1,503,478 1,378,905 0.2
Cyprus 875,221 849,170 881,925 880,648 0.1
Fiji 546,271 576,792 590,654 565,558 0.1
Guyana 483,465 557,897 511,381 515,373 0.1
Mauritius 461,262 437,036 459,285 406,355 0.1
Namibia 310,776 297,439 273,507 305,777 0.0
Gambia 260,597 253,329 251,219 280,172 0.0
Brunei Darussalam 246,673 252,190 246,462 271,120 0.0
Belize 227,330 212,264 200,343 205,239 0.0
Vanuatu 139,891 140,061 139,585 133,372 0.0
Trinidad and Tobago 130,513 139,611 124,916 137,333 0.0
Malta 175,933 115,789 109,276 113,631 0.0
Samoa 121,164 119,988 109,368 118,962 0.0
St Vincent and the Grenadines 96,615 98,891 104,697 103,804 0.0
Botswana 51,824 85,145 75,214 136,355 0.0
Grenada 83,813 89,927 88,069 84,062 0.0
Singapore 81,887 80,406 84,747 92,121 0.0
Saint Lucia 82,403 84,364 81,558 75,420 0.0
Barbados 55,541 59,414 61,743 58,543 0.0
Antigua and Barbuda 19,271 18,381 18,996 17,362 0.0
Seychelles 16,274 19,021 18,949 18,357 0.0
St Kitts and Nevis 10,891 10,834 10,572 10,324 0.0
Maldives 5,876 5,109 6,225 6,637 0.0
Grand total 777,207,864 789,783,245 797,737,146 804,158,757 100

Source: FAOStat (2023)



28 Green Trade Opportunities in Agriculture and Forestry for Commonwealth Countries

Table A3 Population density for Commonwealth member countries, 2022

Density/km Density/mile Population Total area Km?

Singapore 8,323 21,556 5,975,689 710
Maldives 1,746 4,522 523,787 300
Malta 1,667 4,316 533,286 316
Bangladesh 1,315 3,406 171,186,372 147,570
Barbados 655 1,696 281,635 430
Mauritius 640 1,658 1,299,469 2,040
Nauru 633 1,641 12,668 21
Rwanda 558 1,446 13,776,698 26,338
India 477 1,235 1,417,173,173 3,287,590
Tuvalu 377 977 11,312 26
Grenada 369 956 125,438 344
SriLanka 353 914 21,832,143 65,610
Pakistan 306 792 235,824,862 881,912
Trinidad and Tobago 298 773 1,531,044 5,130
Saint Lucia 295 764 179,857 616
UK 279 723 67,508,936 242,900
The Gambia 267 693 2,705,992 10,689
St Vincent and the 267 690 103,948 389
Grenadines

Jamaica 261 676 2,827,377 10,991
Nigeria 240 621 218,541,212 923,768
Uganda 236 610 47,249,585 241,550
Seychelles 233 603 107,118 452
Malawi 216 561 20,405,317 118,484
Antigua and Barbuda 213 552 93,763 442
St Kitts and Nevis 183 475 47,657 261
Togo 163 421 8,848,699 56,785
Kiribati 162 420 131,232 811
Tonga 148 384 106,858 747
Ghana 147 381 33,475,870 238,533
Cyprus 135 351 1,251,488 9,251
Sierra Leone 119 309 8,605,718 71,740
Malaysia 103 268 33,938,221 330,803
Dominica 97 251 72,737 751
Kenya 95 246 54,027,487 580,367
Brunei 85 221 449,002 5,765
Samoa 80 207 222,382 2,842
Lesotho 76 197 2,305,825 30,355
Tanzania 74 192 65,497,748 945,087
Eswatini 70 181 1,201,670 17,364
Cameroon 59 153 27,914,536 475,442
Fiji 51 132 929,766 18,272
South Africa 49 128 59,893,885 1,221,037
Mozambique 42 109 32,969,518 801,590
The Bahamas 41 106 409,984 13,943

(Continued)
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Table A3 Population density for Commonwealth member countries, 2022

Density/km Density/mile Population Total area Km?
Zambia 27 70 20,017,675 752,612
Vanuatu 27 69 326,740 12,189
Solomon Islands 26 67 724,273 28,896
PNG 22 58 10,142,619 462,840
New Zealand 20 51 5,185,288 270,467
Belize 18 46 405,272 22,966
Gabon 9 24 2,388,992 267,668
Botswana 5 12 2,630,296 582,000
Canada 4 11 38,454,327 9,984,670
Guyana 4 11 808,726 214,969
Australia 3 9 26,177,413 7,692,024
Namibia 3 8 2,567,012 825,615

Source: World Population Review (2022)
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Table A4 Share of agricultural land under Table A4 Share of agricultural land under
organic farming and arable land, 2020 (%) organic farming and arable land, 2020 (%)
Agriculture area  Arable Agriculturearea  Arable
under organic land under organic land
agriculture agriculture
Samoa 83.0 22.9 Bangladesh 0.0 80.8
Australia 10.0 8.6 Cameroon 0.0 63.6
Fiji 6.2 24.7 Jamaica 0.0 27.0
PNG 6.1 25.2 Malawi 0.0 63.7
Sierra Leone 5.6 40.1 Malaysia 0.0 9.6
Cyprus 4.4 76.4 Mauritius 0.0 87.2
Togo 3.4 69.4 Mozambique 0.0 136
Tonga 3.2 57.1 South Africa 0.0 12.5
Solomon Islands 2.9 17.1 Zambia 0.0 159
UK 2.7 34.6 Antigua and Barbuda 44.4
SriLanka 2.6 48.8 Barbados 70.0
Canada 2.5 66.2 Botswana 1.0
Singapore 2.3 84.9 Brunei Darussalam 29.9
India 1.5 86.8 Dominica 24.0
Vanuatu 1.1 10.7 Gabon 14.7
Grenada 1.0 37.5 Gambia 72.7
New Zealand 0.8 52 Guyana 33.8
Uganda 0.8 47.9 Kiribati 59
Ghana 0.6 19.9 Lesotho 22.9
Kenya 0.5 21.0 Maldives 60.9
Tanzania 0.5 34.2 Namibia 2.1
The Bahamas 0.4 57.1 St Kitts and Nevis 83.3
Belize 0.3 52.3 Saint Lucia 26.9
Malta 0.3 87.4 St Vincent and the 28.6
Rwanda 03 63.6 Grenadines
Pakistan 0.2 84.2 Seychelles 9.7
Eawatinl 0.1 14.3 Trinidad and Tobago 46.3
Nigeria 0.1 50.4 Grand total 3.9 40.7

(Continued)  Source: FAOStat (2022)
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Table A5 Food trade balance for Commonwealth countries, 2019-2023 (US$ ‘000)

2019 2020 2021 2022 Average 2019-22

UK -29,355,236 -35,733,943 -35,563,511 -41,866,105 -35,629,699
Bangladesh -11,102,576  -12,060,146  -16,644,566  -15,504,528 -13,827,954
Nigeria -2,923,730 -3,501,834 -4,504,404 -4,292,066 -3,805,509
Pakistan 367,498 -2,576,353 -4,647,453 -4,140,256 -2,749,141
Mozambique -620,234 -958,390 -1,340,926 -1,080,959 -1,000,127
Cyprus -804,540 -704,197 -934,986 -1,104,048 -886,943
Botswana -758,279 -765,422 -861,092 -902,210 -821,751
Jamaica -727,579 -600,913 -780,766 -1,074,805 -796,016
Mauritius -709,506 -622,270 -695,928 -955,296 -745,750
Singapore 942,563 -429,475 -955,316 -2,036,847 -619,769
Trinidad and Tobago -554,500 -532,176 -592,438 -770,756 -612,468
Bahamas -596,978 -455,071 -491,827 -825,130 -592,252
Namibia -540,273 -560,201 -701,921 -545,393 -586,947
Brunei Darussalam -499,053 -568,174 -578,233 -609,094 -563,639
Maldives -557,439 -402,824 -583,277 -688,835 -558,094
Malta -515,497 -472,428 -544,656 -680,873 -553,364
Gabon -521,499 -589,789 -549,794 -547,773 -552,214
Sierra Leone -457,670 -512,714 -555,190 -602,743 -532,079
Cameroon -433,844 -315,785 -440,729 -802,006 -498,091
Gambia -199,343 -199,172 -191,214 -632,597 -305,582
Lesotho -310,407 -306,981 -210,942 -313,770 -285,525
Barbados -250,389 -249,173 -251,087 -326,303 -269,238
Rwanda -111,090 -233,886 -201,210 -488,215 -258,600
Seychelles -143,262 -175,173 -225,182 -211,583 -188,800
Antigua and Barbuda -141,934 -122,536 -136,834 -165,956 -141,815
Saint Lucia -124,768 -114,836 -165,397 -161,226 -141,557
Fiji -82,120 -105,815 -119,962 -166,771 -118,667
Samoa -82,223 -89,190 -97,111 -104,840 -93,341
Grenada -87,469 -76,199 -86,583 -109,189 -89,860
Togo -67,393 -95,065 -104,380 -61,648 -82,122
St Vincent and the -70,978 -70,281 -83,379 -90,832 -78,868
Grenadines

Tonga -55,165 -53,793 -72,404 -65,602 -61,741
Solomon Islands -115,364 -59,022 -33,588 -37,794 -61,442
Vanuatu -49,965 -43,896 -55,909 -68,974 -54,686
Kiribati -34,060 -50,208 -68,870 -53,142 -51,570
Dominica -49,755 -41,928 -42,040 -57,974 -47,924
St Kitts and Nevis -48,340 -37,697 =3/9), 350 -56,346 -45,433
Ghana 1,536,001 -455,205 -1,041,075 -157,311 -29,398
Belize -23,633 -29,423 -14,891 44,412 -28,090
Nauru -13,029 -13,362 -16,057 -18,454 -15,226
Tuvalu -6,044 -6,412 -7,565 =9, 157 =7.295
Papua New Guinea -151,017 -260,687 134,877 315,953 9,782
(PNG)

Eswatini 221,677 188,172 182,931 -10,188 145,648

(Continued)
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Table A5 Food trade balance for Commonwealth countries, 2019-2023 (US$ ‘000)

2019 2020 2021 2022 Average 2019-22
Guyana 186,962 336,812 137,163 93,684 188,655
Zambia 156,640 237,714 368,200 523,200 321,439
Kenya 474,551 648,151 441,981 151,927 429,153
SriLanka 611,921 565931 429,868 260,605 467,081
Uganda 556,266 492,640 368,438 680,373 524,429
Malawi 535,291 373,088 597,697 623,054 532,283
Tanzania 1,040,608 1,121,996 1,333,962 1,000,659 1,124,306
South Africa 2,965,764 3,654,807 4,562,933 5,064,076 4,061,895
Malaysia 4,803,629 5174,354 9,504,695 11,397,802 7,720,120
Canada 9,895,119 14,406,764 18,444,308 19,527,128 15,568,330
India 14,949,591 19,264,006 21,180,304 19,239,949 18,658,463
New Zealand 19,602,927 19,982,053 22,474,979 22,719,803 21,194,941
Australia 18,723,360 15,316,550 27,200,830 33,385,743 23,656,621

Source: Computed from FAOStat (2024)
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Table A6 Prevalence of food insecurity in the total population in Commonwealth

countries (%)

2019-2021 2020-2022 Average 2019-2021 and 2020-2022
Sierra Leone 86.7 89.2 88.0
Malawi 81.3 82.4 819
Mozambique 73.7 75.4 74.6
Uganda 72.5 74.2 73.4
Zambia 69.5 73.1 71.3
Kenya 69.5 72.3 70.9
Eswatini 67.0 67.0 67.0
Nigeria 62.9 69.7 66.3
Togo 62.5 62.9 62.7
The Gambia 58.0 60.7 59.4
Tanzania 57.6 58.7 58.2
Namibia 57.9 57.7 57.8
Cameroon 55.8 58.5 57.2
Botswana 55.6 56.3 56.0
Lesotho 54.4 56.7 55.6
Jamaica 50.3 54.4 524
Belize 42.3 455 439
Trinidad and Tobago 43.3 43.3 43.3
Kiribati 41.0 41.0 41.0
Ghana 36.6 39.4 38.0
Pakistan 32.6 42.3 37.5
St Vincent and the Grenadines 33.3 33.3 33.3
Antigua and Barbuda 33.0 33.0 33.0
Bangladesh 31.7 31.1 31.4
Barbados 31.1 31.1 31.1
Mauritius 28.2 32.0 30.1
St Kitts and Nevis 26.9 29.8 28.4
Samoa 23.6 23.6 23.6
Vanuatu 23.3 23.3 23.3
Saint Lucia 22.2 22.2
Fiji 19.3 24.2 218
Grenada 22.3 21.1 21.7
South Africa 19.0 20.3 19.7
Tonga 20.4 17.6 19.0
The Bahamas 17.2 17.2 17.2
Malaysia 15.4 16.0 15.7
New Zealand 14.5 15.1 14.8
Seychelles 14.7 147
Maldives 13.4 13.4 13.4
Australia 119 114 11.7
SrilLanka 10.0 10.9 10.5
Canada 6.5 7.7 7.1
Malta 52 7.2 6.2
Singapore 4.6 6.6 5.6
UK 3.5 4.1 3.8

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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Table A7 Wood exports by Commonwealth countries ($ '000)

2018 2019 2020 2021
Canada 35,279,239.1 29,215,529.0 27,701,131.9 39,254,439.9
New Zealand 5,363,192.0 4,480,381.0 4,030,774.0 5,815,496.1
India 2,295,645.0 2,259,457.0 2,155,702.0 4,023,983.2
UK 3,609,039.2 3,344,670.1 3,044,614.2 3,841,058.9
Malaysia 3,389,188.0 3,210,179.0 2,769,097.0 3,572,320.7
Singapore 4,171,057.0 3,678,886.0 2,838,004.0 2,795,554.0
Australia 3,334,366.0 3,206,410.0 2,602,867.0 2,470,664.1
South Africa 2,373,493.0 1,738,551.0 1,863,018.0 1,955,902 .4
Cameroon 965,651.0 842,641.0 626,186.0 672,022.0
PNG 923,302.0 793,141.0 631,370.0 627,322.0
Gabon 653,493.0 592,754.0 512,632.0 611,623.0
Solomon Islands 660,008.0 478,797.0 363,728.0 384,357.0
Mozambique 291,596.0 288,496.0 144,816.0 220,443.7
Ghana 289,627.0 291,130.0 179,932.0 178,810.0
Sierra Leone 112,742.0 132,026.0 125,040.0 160,414.0
Tanzania 76,022.0 85,722.0 91,557.0 135,944.5
Pakistan 196,239.0 85,792.0 81,627.0 133,487.2
Nigeria 463,843.0 164,132.0 154,733.0 118,029.2
Eswatini 95,361.0 107,203.0 96,605.0 110,077.6
SrilLanka 82,956.0 48,482.0 53,067.0 69,828.9
Namibia 37,255.0 47,968.0 59,097.0 64,715.0
Kenya 63,574.0 43,292.0 44,222.0 62,387.2
Fiji 66,137.0 46,287.0 33,830.0 56,085.0
Uganda 38,339.0 33,021.0 61,164.0 50,666.0
Guyana 60,606.0 46,500.0 34,909.0 50,603.2
Zambia 63,735.0 48,591.0 23,430.0 41,641.2
Trinidad and Tobago 4,351.0 12,608.0 10,420.0 39,766.3
The Gambia 27,434.0 71,969.0 27,342.0 35,9225
Belize 5,076.0 3,808.0 3,135.0 32,203.1
Bangladesh 30,426.0 19,108.0 27,341.0 27,319.0
Togo 10,169.0 11,591.0 11,838.0 11,827.9
Malta 4,037.8 8,286.7 8,286.7 8,286.7
Mauritius 7,590.0 5,099.0 4,605.0 5,885.0
Rwanda 3,027.0 4,450.0 410.0 5,633.0
Cyprus 5,735.8 3,771.9 3,495.9 5,151.6
Malawi 11,509.0 5,422.0 6,292.0 4,995.0
Vanuatu 2,254.0 1,727.0 546.0 2,600.0
Jamaica 2,649.0 2,070.0 2,479.0 2,584.0
Botswana 2,654.0 2,194.0 2,140.0 2,542.9
Saint Lucia 1,430.0 1,384.0 1,379.0 1,361.0
St Vincent and the Grenadines 1,233.0 1,185.0 1,194.0 1,182.1
Brunei Darussalam 1,279.0 1,546.0 962.0 1,169.7
Samoa 594.0 557.0 1,194.0 1,114.2
Barbados 1,611.0 1,201.0 967.0 1,112.5
The Bahamas 1,931.0 1,486.0 987.0 987.0

(Continued)
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Table A7 Wood exports by Commonwealth countries ($ '000)
2018 2019 2020 2021

Dominica 740.0 686.0 624.0 647.0
Seychelles 972.0 869.0 597.0 327.0
Tonga 345.0 357.0 306.0 266.0
Antigua and Barbuda 616.0 177.0 154.0 154.0
Lesotho 394.0 399.0 162.0 151.0
St Kitts and Nevis 0.0 0.0 0.0 106.0
Nauru 9.0 8.0 8.0 8.0
Maldives 66.0 20.0 5.0 3.8
Tuvalu 7.0 10.0 6.0 2.0
Grenada 0.0 11.0 4.0 0.0
Kiribati 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grand total 65,083,844.8 55,472,038.7 50,440,032.7 67,671,184.2

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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Table A8 Wood imports by Commonwealth countries ($ '000)

2018 2019 2020 2021
UK 16,067,772 15,376,336 13,640,706 15,684,962
Canada 8,233,737 7,841,319 7,257,556 8,905,079
India 8,925,327 8,805,939 5,861,951 8,358,984
Malaysia 4,145,875 4,039,043 3,672,488 4,688,248
Australia 3,418,371 3,124,517 2,945,697 3,549,177
Singapore 3,216,372 2,848,734 2,286,317 2,356,655
South Africa 2,236,225 1,963,996 1,543,662 1,847,795
Nigeria 1,079,720 846,810 738,430 1,678,385
Pakistan 1,655,046 1,274,332 1,143,751 1,477,874
Bangladesh 1,578,310 1,081,112 1,162,359 1,373,920
New Zealand 1,005,882 1,034,875 921,887 1,145,242
SriLanka 805,068 601,849 653,125 845,922.4
Kenya 754,243 614,777 647,903 768,442.7
Tanzania 191,055 159,108 135,090 202,106.9
Malta 165,862.5 188,687.8 188,687.8 188,687.8
Cyprus 187,129.7 179,224.3 166,577.3 178,695.7
Ghana 401,265 289,576 206,317 169,189
Uganda 229,694 119,649 163,459 156,531
Zambia 136,823 135271 109,259 144,836.1
Trinidad and Tobago 164,844 157,469 115,108 141,166.1
Jamaica 123,757 152,442 136,536 141,160
Mauritius 134,743 132,262 98,392 124,895
The Bahamas 45,013 63,183 73,369 94,976
Cameroon 88,694 85,385 91,985 91,414
Botswana 71,317 91,587 83,130 87,306.98
Mozambique 71,899 90,946 87,610 86,134.32
Namibia 88,095 104,386 80,779 79,365
Fiji 81,339 36,620 48,541 77,181.53
Rwanda 33,099 67,803 22,877 70,620.52
Barbados 31,305 28,904 29,181 41,615.43
PNG 36,651 35,509 40,100 39,885
Eswatini 48,389 28,617 26,557 34,940.18
Togo 43,304 25,201 28,539 33,498.23
Maldives 83,218 70,843 29,390 29,078.37
Malawi 32,037 36,166 35,145 27,795
Belize 17,918 20,744 14,041 21,764.72
Samoa 14,024 11,570 10,411 19,960.04
Seychelles 19,487 26,718 21,099 18,448
Lesotho 28,596 26,073 17,544 16,642
Brunei Darussalam 20,862 19,867 16,618 16,597.88
Guyana 14,607 12,020 15,363 14,753.06
Grenada 10,437.1 8,964.1 9,149 14,727.64
Saint Lucia 11,593 12,880 12,297 14,699
Antigua and Barbuda 9,929 13,905 9,161 13,074
The Gambia 11,917 11,806 9,368 12,079.42

(Continued)
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Table A8 Wood imports by Commonwealth countries ($ '000)
2018 2019 2020 2021

Sierra Leone 13,764 13,483 11,848 12,018
Gabon 17,615 14,687 12,093 12,013
Tonga 5,801 4,104 6,932 9,435
Vanuatu 5,500 5,382 7,251 9,098
St Kitts and Nevis 18,505 8,482 8,454 8,966
St Vincent and the Grenadines 7,943 8,520 7,212 8,542.12
Dominica 11,237 7,832 3,894 8,386
Solomon Islands 5,543 2,733 4,110 3,897
Kiribati 2,506 2,244 2,646 3,869
Nauru 757 705 548 1,645
Tuvalu 1,512 1,213 856 294
Grand total 55,861,534 51,966,411 44,673,357 55,162,674

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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Table A9 Wood trade balance for Commonwealth countries ($ '000)

2018 2019 2020 2021
UK -12,458,732.77 -12,031,666.00 -10,596,092.21 -11,843,902.75
India -6,629,682.00 -6,546,482.00 -3,706,249.00 -4,335,001.05
Nigeria -615,877.00 -682,678.00 -583,697.00 -1,560,355.88
Bangladesh -1,547,884.00 -1,062,004.00 -1,135,018.00 -1,346,601.00
Pakistan -1,458,807.00 -1,188,540.00 -1,062,124.00 -1,344,387.30
Malaysia -756,687.00 -828,864.00 -903,391.00 -1,115,927.76
Australia -84,005.00 81,893.00 -342,830.00 -1,078,513.14
SriLanka -722,112.00 -553,367.00 -600,058.00 -776,093.50
Kenya -690,669.00 -571,485.00 -603,681.00 -706,055.48
Malta -161,824.71 -180,401.12 -180,401.12 -180,401.12
Cyprus -181,393.93 -175,452.41 -163,081.37 -173,544.07
Jamaica -121,108.00 -150,372.00 -134,057.00 -138,576.00
Mauritius -127,153.00 -127,163.00 -93,787.00 -119,009.95
Uganda -191,355.00 -86,628.00 -102,295.00 -105,865.00
Zambia -73,088.00 -86,680.00 -85,829.00 -103,194.88
Trinidad and Tobago -160,493.00 -144,861.00 -104,688.00 -101,399.73
The Bahamas -43,082.00 -61,697.00 -72,382.00 -93,989.00
Botswana -68,663.00 -89,393.00 -80,990.00 -84,764.04
Tanzania -115,033.00 -73,386.00 -43,533.00 -66,162.35
Rwanda -30,072.00 -63,353.00 -22,467.00 -64,987.51
Barbados -29,694.00 -27,703.00 -28,214.00 -40,502.95
Maldives -83,152.00 -70,823.00 -29,385.00 -29,074.62
Malawi -20,528.00 -30,744.00 -28,853.00 -22,800.00
Togo -33,135.00 -13,610.00 -16,701.00 -21,670.29
Fiji -15,202.00 9,667.00 -14,711.00 -21,096.51
Samoa -13,430.00 -11,013.00 -9,217.00 -18,845.80
Seychelles -18,515.00 -25,849.00 -20,502.00 -18,121.00
Lesotho -28,202.00 -25,674.00 -17,382.00 -16,491.00
Brunei Darussalam -19,583.00 -18,321.00 -15,656.00 -15,428.21
Grenada -10,437.10 -8,953.10 -9,145.00 -14,727.64
Namibia -50,840.00 -56,418.00 -21,682.00 -14,650.00
Saint Lucia -10,163.00 -11,496.00 -10,918.00 -13,338.00
Antigua and Barbuda -9,313.00 -13,728.00 -9,007.00 -12,920.00
Tonga -5,456.00 -3,747.00 -6,626.00 -9,169.00
St Kitts and Nevis -18,505.00 -8,482.00 -8,454.00 -8,860.00
Dominica -10,497.00 ~7,146.00 -3,270.00 -7,739.00
St Vincent and the Grenadines -6,710.00 -7,335.00 -6,018.00 -7,360.07
Vanuatu -3,246.00 -3,655.00 -6,705.00 -6,498.00
Kiribati -2,506.00 -2,244.00 -2,646.00 -3,869.00
Nauru -748.00 -697.00 -540.00 -1,637.00
Tuvalu -1,505.00 -1,203.00 -850.00 -292.00
Ghana -111,638.00 1,554.00 -26,385.00 9,621.00
Belize -12,842.00 -16,936.00 -10,906.00 10,438.38
Gambia 15,517.00 60,163.00 17,974.00 23,843.08
Guyana 45,999.00 34,480.00 19,546.00 35,850.18

(Continued)
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Table A9 Wood trade balance for Commonwealth countries ($ '000)

2018 2019 2020 2021
Eswatini 46,972.00 78,586.00 70,048.00 75,137.43
South Africa 137,268.00 -225,445.00 319,356.00 108,106.98
Mozambique 219,697.00 197,550.00 57,206.00 134,309.37
Sierra Leone 98,978.00 118,543.00 113,192.00 148,396.00
Solomon Islands 654,465.00 476,064.00 359,618.00 380,460.00
Singapore 954,685.00 830,152.00 551,687.00 438,898.89
Cameroon 876,957.00 757,256.00 534,201.00 580,608.00
PNG 886,651.00 757,632.00 591,270.00 587,437.00
Gabon 635,878.00 578,067.00 500,539.00 599,610.00
New Zealand 4,357,310.00 3,445,506.00 3,108,887.00 4,670,254.41
Canada 27,045,502.00 21,374,209.57 20,443,575.60 30,349,360.87

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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Table A10 Share of forest land in land area in the Commonwealth (%)

2017 2018 2019 2020
Guyana 93.7 93.6 93.6 93.6
Gabon 91.5 91.4 91.4 91.3
Solomon Islands 90.2 90.2 90.2 90.1
PNG 79.4 79.3 79.3 79.2
Seychelles 73.3 73.3 73.3 73.3
St Vincent and the Grenadines 73.2 73.2 73.2 73.2
Brunei Darussalam 72.1 72.1 72.1 72.1
Dominica 63.8 63.8 63.8 63.8
Fiji 61.3 61.7 62.0 62.4
Zambia 61.0 60.8 60.5 60.3
Malaysia 58.6 58.5 58.3 58.2
Samoa 58.7 58.5 58.3 58.2
Belize 57.5 57.0 56.5 56.0
Grenada 52.1 52.1 52.1 52.1
Tanzania 53.2 52.7 52.2 51.6
The Bahamas 50.9 50.9 50.9 50.9
Mozambigue 47.6 47.3 47.0 46.7
Trinidad and Tobago 447 447 44.6 44.5
Cameroon 43.4 43.3 432 43.0
St Kitts and Nevis 42.3 42.3 42.3 42.3
Canada 38.7 38.7 38.7 38.7
New Zealand 37.4 37.4 37.5 37.6
Vanuatu 36.3 36.3 36.3 36.3
Sierra Leone 35.9 35.7 35.4 351
Ghana 35.0 35.0 35.1 35.1
SriLanka 34.3 34.3 34.2 34.2
Saint Lucia 34.1 34.1 34.1 34.1
Tuvalu 33.3 33.3 33.3 33.3
Eswatini 28.7 28.8 28.9 28.9
Botswana 27.5 27.3 27.1 26.9
India 24.0 24.1 24.2 24.3
The Gambia 25.7 25.1 24.6 24.0
Malawi 25.1 24.7 24.2 23.8
Nigeria 24.3 24.1 23.9 23.8
Togo 22.4 22.3 22.3 22.2
Singapore 22.6 22.3 22.0 21.7
Mauritius 19.0 19.1 19.1 19.1
Cyprus 18.7 18.7 18.7 18.7
Antigua and Barbuda 18.9 18.8 18.6 18.5
Australia 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4
Barbados 14.7 14.7 14.7 147
Bangladesh 14.5 14.5 14.5 14.5
South Africa 14.2 141 141 141
UK 13.1 13.1 13.2 13.2
Tonga 12.4 12.4 12.4 12.4

(Continued)
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Table A10 Share of forest land in land area in the Commonwealth (%)
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2017 2018 2019 2020
Uganda 12.3 12.1 11.9 11.7
Rwanda 11.1 11.1 11.2 11.2
Namibia 8.3 8.2 8.2 8.1
Kenya 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3
Pakistan 5.0 4.9 4.9 4.8
Maldives 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.7
Kiribati 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Malta 1.3 1.4 1.4 14
Lesotho 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
Nauru 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Average 35.4 35.3 35.2 35.2

Source: FAOStat (2023)
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