
Introduction 

The f i rs t editio n o f th i s D i r ec to r y wa s publishe d i n 197 1 followin g 
a recommendatio n b y th e fift h Commonwealt h Educatio n Conference , meetin g 
at C a n b e r r a , tha t th e Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t shoul d assembl e an d 
disseminate informatio n abou t handicappe d chi ldre n i n th e Commonwealth . 
At th e tim e o f i t s publ icat ion , r ec ip ien t s wer e invite d t o submi t co r rec t ion s 
and additiona l information ; wher e suc h informatio n ha s bee n rece ive d i t ha s 
been incorpora te d int o th i s secon d edi t ion , toge the r wit h ne w mater ia l 
compiled fro m r e p o r t s an d publicat ion s whic h hav e com e t o hand . 

In th e tw o y e a r s s inc e th e appearanc e o f th e f i rs t editio n the r e hav e 
been encouragin g sign s o f i n c r e a s e d awarenes s o f th e magnitud e o f th e proble m 
of handicappe d ch i ldre n i n developin g count r ie s an d a  gather in g impetu s t o 
ac t ion . Commonwealt h Min i s t e r s o f Heal th , fo r example , meetin g i n Mauri t iu s 
in Novembe r 1971 , ag ree d tha t officia l pol ic ie s shoul d la y mor e s t r e s s o n 
environmental an d prevent iv e medicin e r a t h e r tha n th e curativ e aspec t s o f 
medicine; fo r th i s t o b e achieved , mor e r e s o u r c e s woul d nee d t o b e d i rec te d 
towards publi c heal t h a c t i v i t i e s . A s th e sam e t ime , th e Min i s t e r s cal le d fo r 
i nc reased attentio n t o problem s re la t in g t o nu t r i t ion , fro m whic h s o l a rg e 
a propor t io n o f handica p stem s d i rec t l y an d ind i r ec t l y . 

The Commonwealt h S e c r e t a r i a t ' s s tudy , "Spec ia l Educatio n i n 
the Developin g Count r ie s o f th e Commonwealth " ,  publishe d i n 1972 , reviewe d 
the whol e rang e o f handica p an d dre w toge the r fo r th e f i rs t tim e informatio n 
which mad e i t poss ib l e t o quantif y th e overa l l p a t t e r n . A  r ea l i s t i c appra i sa l 
indicates tha t i n th e developin g Commonwealt h a s a  whol e som e fift y t o sixt y 
million chi ldre n an d youn g peopl e coul d benefi t fro m specia l educationa l 
provis ion fo r a  g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r pe r iod ; fiv e million s o f the m a r e handicappe d 
to a degre e whic h p r even t s the m fro m benefitin g fro m norma l educat ion . A t 
p re sen t pe rhap s tw o p e r cen t o f the m hav e a c c e s s t o specia l educationa l 
p rov i s ion . No r i s th e si tuat io n s t a t i c . I n th e nex t te n y e a r s th e numbe r o f 
handicapped chi ldre n wil l r i s e b y a  t h i r d . 

The longe r th e dela y i n incorpora t in g provis io n fo r th e handicappe d 
into nationa l educatio n an d employmen t programme s ,  th e mor e in t rac tabl e 
will th e proble m a p p e a r . Th e numbe r o f handicappe d chi ldre n survivin g 
infancy i n th e developin g count r i e s i s i n c r e a s i n g . A t th e sam e t ime , school -
age population s a r e expandin g fas te r tha n nationa l r e s o u r c e s fro m whic h 
schools an d t e a c h e r s ca n b e p rov ided . I n thes e c i rcumstance s i t appear s 
essen t ia l tha t th e bas i c framewor k fo r a  syste m o f specia l educatio n shoul d 
be e s t ab l i shed , t o b e expande d a s an d whe n r e s o u r c e s becom e ava i l ab le . 
F o r suc h a  syste m t o b e effectiv e i t shoul d b e cons t ruc te d withi n th e contex t 
of overa l l plannin g fo r educat ion , hea l th , socia l welfar e an d employmen t 
p r o g r a m m e s . Rea l i s t i c pol ic ie s coul d d o muc h d i r e c t l y , b y makin g provis io n 
for th e handicapped , an d i nd i r ec t l y , throug h th e consequent ia l effec t o f 
such programme s o n publi c opinio n an d th e stimulu s t o voluntar y ac t iv i ty . 

This volum e attempt s t o col lat e informatio n abou t officia l an d non -
official ac t iv i t ie s i n specia l educatio n an d t ra in in g an d i s provide d a s a 
handbook t o a s s i s t al l thos e act iv e i n th i s fiel d b y facili tatin g informatio n 
exchange an d c o - o p e r a t i o n . I t i s recognise d tha t e r r o r s an d omission s 
make thi s publicatio n imperfec t an d i t woul d b e muc h apprec ia te d i f co r rec t ion s 
and addition s coul d b e mad e know n to th e S e c r e t a r i a t . A  th i rd editio n wil l 
be p r e p a r e d i n du e c o u r s e . 
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