
P R E F A C E

The ren eg otia tion  of the M u ltifibre A rrangem ent (M FA ) which 
e x p ires  at the end of 1981 is  now getting under way in G eneva. The next 
six  months w ill be c ru c ia l in deciding the future shape of trading in th is  
key se c to r  that accounts for a su bstan tia l proportion  of developing 
co u n tries ' exp orts of m anufactured p rod u cts. T he avowed aim of the 
agreem ent which entered  into fo rce  in 1974, w as to fa c ilita te  trade 
lib e ra lisa tio n  through the o rd e rly  growth in developing co u n tries ' te x tile  
and garm ent exp o rts to in d u stria lised  country m arkets allowing time for 
adjustm ent to take p lace  in the dom estic in d u stries  of in d u stria lised  
co u n trie s . In p r a c t ic e , how ever, the MFA has provided a system  of 
p rotection  for te x tile  and clothing m anufacturers in in d u stria lised  
co u n tries against com petition from im ports from developing co u n trie s , 
e sp e c ia lly  a fter  its  renew al in a much m ore r e s tr ic t iv e  form for the four 
y e a rs  from 1978 . W ith cu rre n t demands for an even tougher M FA fo r 
1982 onw ards, the negotiations a re  lik e ly  to prove d ifficu lt.

The in te re s t  of developing Commonwealth co u n tries in the 
export of te x tile s  and clothing has become su b stan tia l. In view of the 
im portance of th ese  negotiations to Commonwealth co u n trie s , the 
Commonwealth S e c r e ta r ia t  com m issioned D r. Cable of the O v erseas 
Development Institu te to evaluate the operation  of the cu rre n t M FA and 
provide econom ic and s ta t is t ic a l  data which it is  hoped w ill contribute to 
the negotiation of an improved A rrangem ent -  one w hich w ill promote trad e 
lib e ra lisa tio n  and take into account the in te re s ts  of the developing co u n tries 
in the expansion of th e ir  m anufactured exp orts and of the in d u stria lised  
co u n tries in the growth of th e ir  trad e with developing cou n tries and in the 
o rd e rly  growth of im ports of the products co n cern ed .
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