
BRIEF NOTE S O N TH E DOMINIC A (REGIONAL ) YOUT H CAM P 

contr ibuted b y th e Governmen t o f Dominic a 

Introduction 

1. Th e Dominic a Yout h Cam p wa s es tabl i she d i n November , 
1969 a t Cam p Londonderry , formerl y a n agr icu l tu ra l demonstrat io n 
s ta t ion . I t cover s a n a r e a o f 34 - a c r es whic h a r e pa r t i a l l y 
cul t ivated, th e mai n c rop s bein g c i t ru s an d bananas . 

2 . Th e Pionee r Grou p consis te d o f th e Cam p D i r e c t o r , eigh t 
Camp Counse l lo r s , o f who m fou r cam e fro m Jamaic a an d fou r fro m 
Trinidad an d Tobago , an d fort y Dominica n student s .  I t wa s 
proposed t o i nc rea s e th e staf f t o includ e a  Deput y D i r e c t o r , a 
Finance Officer , a  Genera l T rad e Ins t ruc to r an d a  Cook . 

Administration o f th e Cam p 

3 . Th e Dominic a (Regional ) Yout h Camp , a s th e nam e implies , 
is e ssen t ia l l y a  regiona l projec t sponsore d b y th e Regiona l 
Development Agenc y whos e s e c r e t a r i a t i s i n Antigua . Thi s 
camp i s intende d t o s e rv e th e Windwar d Grou p o f th e Associa te d 
S t a t e s , includin g B a r b a d o s . Eac h par t ic ipa t in g t e r r i t o r y i s 
r equ i red t o sha r e equall y th e initia l capi ta l expenditur e 
(approximately #150 ,000 .0 0 annually ) an d t o mee t th e cos t o f 
keeping ever y t r a ine e sen t t o th e Cam p base d o n th e al locate d 
number a t a  r a t e o f som e $357.0 0 pe r t r a ine e pe r y e a r . Th e 
ra t io o f student s i n a  tota l o f tw o hundre d woul d b e a s follow s :  -

Dominica -  6 0 
S t . Luci a -  4 0 
S t . Vincen t -  3 0 
Grenada -  4 0 
Barbados -  3 0 

4 . Th e day- to -da y runnin g o f th e Cam p i s s t r i c t l y unde r th e 
administrat ive a r rangement s o f th e Cam p D i r e c t o r , bu t al l mat te r s 
of polic y an d genera l financ e a r e attende d t o b y th e Permanen t 
S e c r e t a r y , Min i s t r y o f Hom e Affa i rs , actin g o n behal f o f th e 
Regional Developmen t Agency . 

Aims an d objective s 

5 . Th e mai n ai m o f th e Yout h Cam p i s t o tu r n ou t g radua te s 
after a n 18-2 4 mont h cours e o f t ra in in g i n genera l agr icu l tu r e 
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with a  littl e knowledg e o f basi c moto r mechanics , constructio n an d 
simple electricity . Trainee s ar e admitte d betwee n th e age s o f 
fifteen an d twent y year s • 

6. I t i s th e ultimat e ai m tha t graduate s fro m thi s Cam p wil l b e 
in a  positio n t o comman d suc h job s a s assistan t estat e managers , 
overseers , projec t supervisor s o r self-relian t farmers . 

Other Criteri a fo r Admissio n 

7. Th e standar d o f educatio n i s no t a t th e momen t a  limite d 
factor i n tha t a  Fourt h (IV ) Standar d dropou t wit h a  fai r leve l o f 
intelligence stand s a s goo d a  chanc e a s anyon e e l se . Soun d 
character i s , however , insiste d upon , th e applican t mus t b e 
jobless an d mus t indicat e throug h hi s application , backgroun d 
and intervie w tha t h e ha s a n aptitud e an d inclinatio n t o pursu e 
agriculture. 

Work Programm e an d Trainin g 

8. A s woul d b e expected , pioneerin g wor k canno t b e readil y 
time-tabled. I n a  sixteen-hou r da y trainee s woul d normall y 
spend abou t fou r an d one-hal f hour s i n th e classroom , seve n hour s 
on practica l work , tw o hours ' relaxation , th e res t o f th e tim e 
being devote d t o havin g meal s an d attendin g t o persona l chores . 
Academic work , i . e . lecture s o n agricultura l an d trad e 
subjects, wer e starte d an d carrie d o n fo r a  fe w week s bu t ha d 
to b e stoppe d becaus e o f th e pressin g nee d t o concentrat e o n 
dormitory construction , constructio n o f shelter s fo r animals , 
stores an d utilit y service s an d th e cultivatio n o f food , al l o f 
which mus t b e give n immediat e priori ty . 

Camp Organisatio n an d Disciplin e 

9. I n a n effor t t o standardis e a s man y o f th e underlyin g 
principles o f Yout h Camp s a s possible , th e Cam p ha s bee n 
organised ver y muc h alon g th e sam e line s a s existin g Camp s i n 
Jamaica, an d Trinida d an d Tobago , th e genera l ide a bein g t o 
arrange th e trainee s int o group s an d sub-group s wit h eac h 
individual playin g a  vita l par t i n th e grou p a s wel l a s th e Cam p 
on th e whole . Cam p disciplin e i s democrati c an d i s administere d 
by a  Pane l o f Justic e operatin g unde r th e auspice s o f th e Students ' 
Council, whic h i s th e dul y electe d representativ e o f th e Studen t 
Body. Th e Students ' Counci l operate s unde r th e clos e 
supervision an d guidanc e o f th e Cam p Directo r wh o naturall y 
holds over-rulin g powers . 
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10. Game s an d leisur e tim e ar e organise d fo r fulles t benefi t an d 
daily devotion s constitut e a n essentia l par t o f th e day' s curricu -
lum, bein g conducte d firs t thin g i n th e mornin g an d las t thin g a t 
night. 

11. Ever y studen t i s allowe d a  weekl y stipen d o f $3.0 0 fro m 
which h e i s require d t o sav e 1/ 3 ($1.00) . 

General 

12. Th e Cam p no w ha s a  populatio n o f sevent y includin g sixty -
one t ra inees ; thirty-seve n fro m Dominica , seventee n fro m 
Grenada an d seve n fro m St . Vincent . I t i s anticipate d tha t 
further recruitmen t befor e th e en d o f th e yea r wil l brin g thi s 
total t o tw o hundred . B y tha t tim e i t i s anticipate d tha t th e Deput y 
Director an d othe r personne l wil l hav e bee n engaged . Th e 
Finance Office r an d Genera l Trad e Instructo r wer e engage d 
earl ier thi s year . 

13. Th e Cam p ha s a  ver y brigh t futur e an d muc h finanica l an d 
further materia l assistanc e i s expecte d t o com e fro m organisa -
tions, firm s an d individual s wit h a  growin g interes t i n it s 
success. 
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