
About the Contributors

David Barrett has been an environmental professional specialising in energy for over 13 years, an
occasional guest presenter at national, regional and international forums and a part-time lecturer.
He has a MSc in Energy and the Environment from the University of Calgary and a MPhil in
Zoology from the University of the West Indies. David is the Regional Representative for Finder
Caribbean Ltd, founding executive member of the Jamaica Solar Energy Association, member of
the Jamaica Institute of Environmental Professionals and the Private Sector of Jamaica. Until
2006, David was the Manager, Energy and Environment at the Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica. 

Lino Briguglio is the Director of the Islands and Small States Institute of the University of Malta
and head of the university’s economics department. He has published many works on small island
developing states, and is a member of the Malta National Commission for Sustainable
Development.

Saki Hirano works in the Division for Sustainable Development of the UN Department of Eco -
nomic and Social Affairs.

Kanayathu Koshy is Professor of Environmental Chemistry at the University of the South Pacific,
Fiji Islands and the Foundation Director of the Pacific Centre for Environment and Sustain able
Development. He has been involved in environmental teaching, training and research in the
Pacific islands region for the last two decades. Before joining USP he was a faculty member of the
University of the West Indies, Jamaica and New York State University, Buffalo, New York.
Education for sustainable development and networking are integral parts of his current work. He
is a member of the Scientific Planning Group of the Asia Pacific Network and of a number of
other regional and international committees dealing with environment and sustainable develop-
ment issues.

Padma Narsey Lal is the Sustainable Development Adviser at the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat. She has more than two decades of experience as a resource and environment eco -
nomist, working in the Oceania region. She has published widely on the subject of natural
resource and environment management. Since joining PIFS, she has led the Pacific Plan
Initiative on strengthening NSDS-based planning and budgetary processes and decision-making
at other levels. 

The late Albert Nita held a PhD in Environmental Sustainability and Resource Management,
and was a lecturer on Environmental Science and Geography at the University of Papua New
Guinea. Among his many other contributions to sustainable development, he worked as a con-
sultant to the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

Leonard Nurse is the former Director, Coastal Zone Management Unit, Ministry of the Environ -
ment, Barbados. He is currently a Senior Lecturer, Centre for Resource Management and Environ-
mental Studies, UWI Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, where he teaches coastal resources manage-
ment and co-ordinates the MSc in climate change programme. He was a lead author for the
Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC and is the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the
CCCCC.
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Janet Strachan advises on sustainable development at the Commonwealth Secretariat. She co-
ordinated the Commonwealth Secretariat’s strategies for the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, and the 2005 Small Island Developing States Summit in Mauritius and the devel-
opment of its work on climate change. She organises ministerial dialogues on issues such as
 environmental governance, globalisation, sustainable tourism, and partnership approaches to
water and sanitation.

Constance Vigilance works at the Commonwealth Secretariat as the Economic Adviser respon-
sible for small states. She holds a Master’s in International Affairs in Economic Policy
Management from Columbia University, New York.

Poh Poh Wong is an Associate Professor at the Department of Geography, National University
of Singapore. He has a PhD from McGill University and has completed professional courses in
tourism, ecotourism, coastal zone management, tsunami and earthquakes, and disaster manage-
ment. He has been a reviewer, lead author and co-ordinating lead author for the Second, Third
and Fourth IPCC Assessments. He was also a co-ordinating lead author in the Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment. 
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