
Summary of Conclusions and Recommendations 
We formed ou r Conclusions an d Recommendations whil e examinin g mos t 
aspects o f the electio n proces s during th e Solomo n Island s Nationa l 
Parliamentary election s i n accordance wit h ou r term s of reference, whic h state , 
inter alia, that th e Grou p "woul d .. . be free t o propose t o th e authoritie s 
concerned suc h actio n o n institutional , procedura l an d othe r matter s a s would 
assist th e holdin g o f such elections. " 

Conclusions 
• Th e peopl e o f Solomon Island s should b e congratulated fo r th e orderl y an d 

disciplined manne r i n which the y conducte d themselve s o n polling day. 
• Whil e i n mos t instance s th e secrec y o f the ballo t wa s assured, thi s was 

compromised i n certain area s by the inadequac y o f voting arrangements . 
• Th e arrangement s fo r provisio n o f materials an d staf f fo r polling station s 

were adequate . 
• Th e procedures were generally understood an d followed wit h some exceptions. 
• Electio n officer s wer e co-operative , helpfu l an d willin g t o share information . 
• Vote r educatio n an d awarenes s seeme d adequate . 
• Th e coun t wa s thorough an d transparen t althoug h th e countin g process  was 

excessively slow . 
• Th e presenc e o f internationa l observer s was well received b y the Electora l 

Commission, politica l partie s an d th e voters . 
• I n some places where w e observed, ther e wa s some measure o f intimidatio n 

of voters by the presenc e o f special (armed ) constables . 
• Presidin g Officer s ha d n o mean s o f communication wit h th e Electora l 

Commission. 

We als o note that : 
• Prio r t o polling day , there wer e serious doubts abou t th e adequac y an d 

credibility o f the voters ' list , which will  only be dispelled followin g a  new 
registration exercise . 

• W e sa w very few wome n engage d a t a  senior leve l i n the managemen t o f th e 
elections. 

• Ther e wer e very few wome n candidate s an d th e sol e female M P i n the las t 
Parliament wa s defeated. A s a  result, ther e wil l be no women i n the ne w 
Parliament. 

• Provision s fo r th e incapacitate d wer e inadequat e an d accessibilit y i n some 
cases very difficult , i f not impossible . 

Recommendations 
• Th e Electora l La w should b e reviewed . 
• A  revie w o f the us e of the Constituenc y Developmen t Fun d (CDF ) shoul d 

be undertaken t o avoid abus e of the advantage s o f incumbency . 
• Mor e encouragemen t an d suppor t shoul d b e given t o women t o stand fo r 

election an d t o participate i n th e politica l lif e o f the country . 
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• Whil e polic e officer s exercise d thei r responsibilitie s discreetly , th e number s 
of police deployed a t some polling stations wer e excessive . 

• Arrangement s fo r th e speedie r transportatio n o f ballot boxe s to countin g 
centres shoul d b e improved . 

• Th e administratio n o f birth an d deat h certificate s shoul d b e improve d t o 
help t o ensure th e integrit y o f the voters ' list . 

• Separat e votin g arrangement s shoul d b e made t o ensure votin g b y th e 
disciplined an d essentia l service s i f they ar e not registere d t o vote i n th e 
constituency wher e the y ar e deployed . 

• Th e establishmen t o f a permanent Electora l Offic e woul d facilitat e 
continuous registratio n o f voters. 

• A  Supplementar y Lis t should b e issue d t o ensure lat e registratio n o f voters. 
• Th e perio d fo r Claim s an d Objection s shoul d b e extended . 
• Th e us e of symbols should b e reviewed . 
• Consideratio n shoul d b e given t o the futur e integratio n o f the Electora l 

Commission wit h th e Constituenc y Boundarie s Commission ; pendin g thi s 
the Electora l Commissione r shoul d b e made a n ex  officio membe r o f th e 
Constituency Boundarie s Commission . 

• A  revie w o f the numbe r an d boundarie s o f constituencies shoul d b e 
undertaken a s soon a s possible. 

• Campaig n Polic y guidelines shoul d b e introduce d t o prevent campaignin g 
right u p to the da y of poll . 

• Medi a campaign shoul d b e provided fre e b y the stat e o n th e basi s of equa l 
time allocation . 

• A  metho d o f accounting fo r campaig n expenditur e shoul d b e devised an d 
enforced. 

• A  voter' s card shoul d b e issue d t o each vote r bearin g th e nam e o f th e 
polling station , th e voter' s name an d registratio n numbe r t o reduce th e 
problems now encountere d b y Presiding Officers i n identifyin g th e vote r o n 
the electora l register . 

• W e recommend tha t seriou s consideration shoul d b e given t o th e provisio n 
of a single ballo t bo x with ballo t paper s listin g candidates whic h voter s mus t 
mark agains t th e candidat e o f their choice -
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