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ANNEX I 

Composition of the Commonwealth Observer Group 
Mr Bowe n Well s (Unite d Kingdo m -  Chairperson ) 

Mr Bowe n Well s i s at presen t a n internationa l developmen t specialis t an d i s 
on th e U K an d Internationa l Boar d o f CARE, a s well a s a  member o f th e 
Board o f the Africa n Medica l Researc h Foundatio n (  AMREF) an d th e 
Overseas Developmen t Institut e (ODI) . H e wa s a  Member o f Parliamen t fo r 
22 years (1979-2001 ) an d hel d ministeria l offic e becomin g Lor d 
Commissioner o f Her Majesty' s Treasury . Durin g hi s parliamentar y caree r h e 
was a  long-standing membe r o f the Foreig n Affair s an d Europea n Legislatio n 
Select Committe e an d becam e th e foundin g Chairma n o f the Internationa l 
Development Committe e (1997-2001) . A t presen t M r Well s i s working o n 
projects fo r Africa n agriculture , constitutiona l chang e an d holdin g 
workshops i n Botswana , Malaw i an d Sout h Afric a o n strengthenin g 
Parliaments. 

Ambassador Luc y Bogar i (Papu a New Guinea ) 

Ms Lucy Bogari i s a senior Foreign Service Office r i n the Papu a New Guine a 
Foreign Service for ove r 2 0 years. She has served both a t home an d a t mission s 
in Asia, Europe an d th e Pacific . Unti l recently , M s Bogari was Head of 
Economic an d Developmen t Divisio n i n the Ministr y o f Foreign Affairs . Sh e 
has led many high-level delegation s o n behal f o f her Governmen t i n 
negotiations wit h foreign donor s an d economi c partner s o f Papua Ne w 
Guinea. M s Bogari i s currently Papu a New Guinea' s Hig h Commissioner t o 
New Zealand . 

Hon Pete r C  Fonso, MP (Cameroon ) 

Mr Peter Fonso i s a Member o f Parliament i n Cameroon. H e i s also th e 
Electoral Distric t Secretar y fo r th e leadin g Opposition party , the Socia l 
Democratic Fron t (SDF) , and has occupied thi s position fo r th e pas t 1 0 years. 
He i s very involve d i n politics an d th e democrati c proces s i n Cameroon. H e 
was a member o f the Countin g Commissio n durin g th e presidentia l electio n of 
1992 and th e Council s Supervisor y Commissio n o f 1996 . Mr Fonso did hi s 
tertiary education i n the Unite d Kingdom . From 196 8 to 198 3 he serve d a s a 
senior educatio n office r an d a s a former diploma t fo r Cameroo n i n the UK. A t 
present h e i s a member o f the Foreig n Affair s Committe e o f the Cameroo n 
National Assembly . 

Mr Hendrick Gapp y (Seychelles ) 

Mr Hendrick Gapp y i s the Electora l Commissione r an d th e Registra r o f 
Political Parties . He i s responsible fo r th e registration proces s and th e 
delimitation o f election boundaries . He has overseen si x national election s an d 
in 2001 organised th e presidentia l election . M r Gappy holds the pos t of 
Census Commissioner an d was formerly th e Director-Genera l responsibl e fo r 
the National Statistic s an d National Informatio n System . During th e 199 4 

Report o f th e Commonwealt h Observe r Group 2 1 



South Africa n elections , Mr Gappy hel d th e pos t o f Commonwealth technica l 
adviser. He ha s been involve d i n severa l electio n observe r mission s includin g 
to the 199 9 Mozambican election s wher e h e wa s a Southern Africa n 
Development Communit y (SADC ) observer . M r Gappy i s a member o f th e 
Executive Committe e o f the SAD C Electora l Forum . 

Secretariat Suppor t Staf f 

Mrs Judith Pestain a Team  Leader 
Mr Albert Marine r Assistant  to  Observers 
Ms Charlene Le e Ling Administrative  Assistant 
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ANNEX I I 

Arrival Statement, 28 November 2001 

Commonwealth Observer Group 
Solomon Island s Genera l Election , 5  Decembe r 200 1 

Solomon Kitano Hotel 
PO Box 384 

Mendana Avenue 
Honiara 

Solomon Islands 

ARRIVAL STATEMEN T B Y M R BOWE N WELL S 
CHAIRMAN O F TH E COMMONWEALT H OBSERVE R GROU P 

We are please d to b e here i n Solomon Islands . W e have come in respons e 
to a  reques t fro m th e Governmen t o f Solomo n Island s throug h th e Electora l 
Commission t o th e Commonwealt h Secretary-General , H.E . th e Rt . Honourabl e 
Don McKinnon , fo r th e Commonwealt h t o observ e you r Nationa l Parliamen t 
Elections on 5 December 2001. 

As Chairma n o f thi s Commonwealt h Observe r Group , I  fee l i t i s importan t 
that I  explai n t o th e peopl e o f Solomon Island s the purpos e o f our visi t her e and 
the way we intend to go about our work . 

The Group' s objectiv e i s t o observ e th e organisatio n an d conduc t o f th e 
elections i n accordanc e wit h the law s of Solomo n Islands . W e wil l abide b y you r 
laws. And , above all , w e wil l respec t you r people . W e hop e to mee t a s man y o f 
you a s possible . W e wil l consul t widel y an d tak e ever y opportunit y t o se e th e 
process for ourselves . 

We hav e n o executiv e rol e an d wil l no t interfer e i n th e process . A t ever y 
stage w e wil l ac t wit h neutrality , impartiality , objectivit y an d independence . Eac h 
of u s participate s i n ou r individua l capacities . W e represen t th e whol e 
Commonwealth rathe r tha n th e countrie s fro m whic h w e hav e come . W e ar e 
independent o f ou r governments , an d mos t certainl y independen t o f an y politica l 
influence in this country . 

Our concern is purely wit h the electoral process. Ou r mandate is to: 

• conside r th e variou s factor s impingin g o n th e credibilit y o f th e electora l 
process as a whole; 

• determin e i n ou r ow n judgemen t whethe r th e condition s exis t fo r a  fre e 
expression of will by the electors; an d 

• determin e i f the result s o f the elections reflect the wishes of the people . 

Tel: 0 0 677 20071 
Fax: 0 0 677 23942 

Report of the Commonwealth Observer Group 2 3 



In orde r to mak e such a  judgement, w e wil l aim to arriv e a t a  broad overvie w 
of th e process . W e wil l no t b e abl e t o b e presen t a t ever y pollin g statio n o r 
counting centre , bu t w e hop e tha t w e wil l b e abl e t o tak e a  representativ e 
sample. W e hop e t o wor k i n clos e co-operatio n wit h th e othe r internationa l 
observers. 

We me t earlie r thi s mornin g wit h th e Chairma n o f th e Electora l 
Commission, M r Pau l Tovua an d hi s colleague s a t th e Electora l Commission . W e 
will als o b e meetin g wit h politica l parties , non-governmenta l partie s an d others . 
After w e have witnessed the immediat e pre-electio n period , the campaignin g an d 
the media , w e wil l observ e th e pollin g itsel f an d th e count . T o thi s end , o n 
Sunday 2  December , w e wil l deplo y aroun d th e countr y t o observ e th e electio n 
on the ground . We will retur n her e afte r pollin g to conside r an d write ou r report , 
before we depart. 

We wil l subsequentl y submi t ou r repor t t o th e Commonwealt h Secretary -
General, wh o wil l i n tur n forwar d i t t o th e Governmen t o f Solomo n Islands , th e 
Electoral Commission , the leadershi p o f al l the politica l partie s taking par t i n th e 
election an d the n t o al l Commonwealt h governments . Th e repor t wil l b e mad e 
publicly available, here and throughout the Commonwealth . 

28 November 200 1 
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ANNEX II I 

Schedule of Engagement s 
Tuesday, 2 7 Novembe r 

1830 Meetin g wit h Commonwealt h Hig h Commissioner s (Australia , 
New Zealand , Papu a New Guinea , Unite d Kingdom ) 

Wednesday, 2 8 Novembe r 

0800 Briefin g b y Advance Observer : Ambassado r Luc y Bogar i 
0900 Electora l Commission : M r Pau l Tovua (Chairman) , M r John 

Babalu (Chie f Electora l Officer) , M r Ranji t Hewagam a 
(Solicitor-General, Lega l Adviser), M r James Remobat u 
(Commissioner) 

1100 Pres s Conferenc e 
1330 People' s Progressive Party : Mr Michae l Main a 
1430 Labou r Party : Mr Tony Kangovai , Genera l Secretar y 
1530 Solomo n Island s Alliance fo r Change: Mr Bartholomew Ulufa'al u 

(Liberal Party) an d Mr Francis Billy Hilly (Nationa l Party ) 
1615 Independen t Member s o f Parliament Movement : M r Thoma s 

Koh Cha n 

Thursday, 2 9 Novembe r 

0900 Peopl e s Alliance Party : Sir George Leppin g (Nationa l 
President), Si r David Kausima e (Vice-President) , D r John M 
Fugui (Politica l Adviser) , Mr Edward Kingmel e (Genera l 
Secretary) 

1000 Medi a Organisations : Mr Johnson Honima e (Director , Solomo n 
Islands Broadcastin g Corporation) , M r George Atkin s 
(Publisher, Solomon  Express), Ms Mary Louise O'Callagha n 
(Pacific Corresponden t fo r The  Australian),  M s June Man i (Pao a 
FM), M r Im o Taasi (Solomon  Star), M s Dorothy Wickha m 
(freelance) 

1100 Peac e Monitorin g Council : Si r Pete r Kenilore a 
1330 Internationa l Peac e Monitorin g Team : Ms Kate Steain s 

(Leader) an d M r Pete r Noble (Deput y Leader ) 
1430 Co-ordinator s o f Logistics for Internationa l Observers : 

Mr Graham Elso n an d M s Stephanie Chetwyn d 
1530 Women' s Organisations : Ms Ethel Sigiman u (Hea d o f Women' s 

Development, Ministr y o f Youth), Ms Josephine Teaken i 
(Solomon Island s Women &  Communicatio n Network) , M s 
Apollonia Tab o (Nationa l Counci l o f Women o f Guadalcanal) , 
Ms Naelyn John (Dorca s Women' s Organisation , affiliate d wit h 
the Sevent h Da y Adventist Church) , M s Ruth Liloqul a 
(employed wit h th e Ministr y o f Police an d Justice an d Lega l 
Services), Solomon Island s Family Suppor t Centre , Mothers ' 
Union (affiliate d wit h th e Anglica n Church ) 
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Friday, 3 0 Novembe r 

0900 M r Tom Leemans , European Unio n 
1100 Courtes y cal l on th e Governor-Genera l 
1400 Briefin g b y representatives o f Churches: Archbishop Adria n 

Smith (Catholi c Churc h -  Peac e Proces s Committee) , 
Archbishop Si r Ellison Pog o (Churc h o f Melanesia, Anglican) , 
Father Norman Arkwrigh t (Solomo n Island s Christia n 
Association, SICA) , M r Bo b Pollard (SICA) , M r Phili p 
Funifaka (SICA ) 

1600 Visi t t o Electora l Commissio n 

Saturday, 1  December 

1000 Deploymen t Briefin g 
1400 Logistic s Briefing an d Accreditatio n o f all internationa l 

observers - M r Graham Elso n an d Electora l Commissione r 

Monday, 3  Decembe r 

0630 Deploymen t 
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ANNEX IV 

Deployment of Commonwealth Observers 
Team Base Locatio n 

Mr Bowen Well s 
Mrs Judith Pestain a 

Central Honiar a 

Mr Pete r Fons o 
Mr Albert Marine r 

West Honiar a 

Mr Hendrick Gapp y 
*Mr John Corrie , ME P 

Manikaraku, Guadalcana l 

Ambassador Luc y Bogar i 
1Mr Richard Pebbl e 

Malu'u, Malait a 

Ms Charlene Le e Ling 
1Mr Ken Averr e 

Shortlands, Wester n Provinc e 

*Leader of the European Union Observation Team 
1Member of  the International Group of Observers 
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ANNEX V 

Interim Statement, 5 December 2001 

Commonwealth Observer Group 
Solomon Island s Genera l Election , 5  Decembe r 200 1 

Tel: 0 0 677 20071 Solomo n Kltano Hotel 
Fax: 0 0 677 23942 P O Box 384 

Mendana Avenue 
Honiara 

Solomon Islands 

INTERIM STATEMENT BY MR BOWEN WELLS, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OBSERVER GROUP 

The Commonwealth Observer Group arrived in the Solomon Islands on 27 November 
2001. The Group consists of 4 experienced Commonwealth persons and three support 
staff. 

The mandate of the Commonwealth Observer Group is t o observe relevant aspects of 
the organisation and conduct of the National Elections in accordance with the laws of 
the Solomo n Island s an d t o determin e whethe r th e condition s existe d fo r a  free 
expression of will by the electors. 

The Grou p bega n it s wor k wit h a  briefin g b y th e Electora l Commission , politica l 
parties, women's groups, church groups, the media and other groups. 

In spite of the transport difficultie s i n the Solomon Islands, we were able to go to 5 
provinces durin g th e fina l stage s o f th e campaign . O n pollin g day , w e visite d 5 2 
polling stations in Honiara a s well as polling stations in Western Province, Malaita , 
North West and South East Guadalcanal wher e we were able to witness the opening 
and close of polls. We will also be present at the count in the areas to which we were 
deployed. 

Up to th e clos e o f pol l an d i n th e area s wher e w e observe d th e count , w e wer e 
impressed wit h the open, transparent and professiona l manne r i n which th e election 
officers conducte d th e pol l Th e polling stations opened and closed a t the appointed 
times and we were struc k by the orderliness an d patience o f electors an d the role 
played by the security forces which contributed to the smooth conduct of the polls. 

The pictur e tha t emerge d a s th e poll s close d wa s o f a n electio n day , whic h wa s 
peaceful. Th e Electora l Commissio n an d thei r pollin g statio n official s shoul d b e 
commended fo r helpin g t o ensur e th e succes s o f pollin g day . I n al l th e station s 
visited b y us , representative s o f candidate s expresse d thei r satisfactio n wit h th e 
conduct of the poll. 

Whilst w e receive d n o complaint s from  voter s abou t th e votin g process , w e wer e 
however concerne d tha t i n a  numbe r o f place s voter s wer e unabl e t o vot e du e t o 
inaccuracies i n the compilatio n o f th e electora l register , Th e turnou t o f voter s i n 
Honiara was disappointingly small but this may be accounted for by the large number 
who have lef t Honiar a t o vote i n Malaita an d othe r islands . W e wil l b e issuin g a 

Departure Statemen t before leavin g the Solomon Islands and make a more thorough 
assessment of what we have observed after the count when we will have consulted our 
colleagues i n Malaita , Wester n Provinc e an d Sout h Guadalcanal . W e wil l sen d ou r 
final repor t to the Commonwealth Secretary-General . 

Honiara 
S December 2001 
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ANNEX VI 

Departure Statement, 9 December 2001 

Commonwealth Observer Group 
Solomon Island s Genera l Election , 5  Decembe r 200 1 

News Release 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT BY MR BOWEN WELLS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OBSERVER GROUP 

We hav e no w complete d ou r observatio n o f the 200 1 Nationa l Parliamentar y 
Election i n Solomon Islands . 

We woul d lik e t o expres s ou r gratitud e fo r th e war m welcom e an d suppor t 
extended t o u s b y th e peopl e o f Solomo n Islands , th e politica l parties , 
members o f th e Pres s and th e Electora l Commissio n an d man y othe r peopl e 
involved i n Solomon Island s life . 

In ou r Interi m Statement , I  commente d positivel y o n th e conduc t o f th e 
elections. I n som e constituencies , i t i s clea r tha t th e result s ar e unreliabl e 
but overal l the outcome o f the election s ha s succeeded in expressing the wil l 
of th e people . I n ou r report , w e hav e mad e recommendation s an d 
suggestions a s t o ho w th e electora l proces s coul d b e improved . Thes e ar e 
made wit h th e hop e o f ensurin g tha t th e Electora l Commissio n i s abl e t o 
continue it s work wit h th e continue d hel p o f th e Commonwealt h an d donors , 
thus enablin g i t to strengthen th e democrati c proces s i n Solomon Islands . 

For th e Solomo n Island s t o mak e progres s followin g thi s election , i t i s 
essential tha t al l aspect s o f governanc e ar e improve d startin g wit h th e 
enforcement o f la w and orde r withou t whic h i t i s impossible fo r developmen t 
to tak e place . Onc e th e Solomo n Islander s begi n t o believ e i n themselves , 
investment i n the economy wil l follow from foreign investors . 

As we leave, we hope that the success of the elections will no t be jeopardised 
by any dela y i n the electio n o f the Prim e Ministe r an d the Governmen t whic h 
commands th e suppor t o f th e vas t majorit y o f th e peopl e o f th e Solomo n 
islands. 

It ha s been a pleasure to observe the elections . 

9 Decembe r 200 1 

Solomon Kitan o Hotel , PO Box 384, Mendana Avenue, Honiara, Solomon Islands 
Tel: 00 677 20071 Fax : 00 677 23942 
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ANNEX VI I 

Voter Awareness Campaign Poste r 
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ANNEX VI M 

Observation Notes and Checklist for Polling Station Visits 
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