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ANNEX |

Composition of the Commonwealth Observer Group

Mr Bowen Wells (United Kingdom — Chairperson)

Mr Bowen Wells is at present an international development specialist and is
on the UK and International Board of CARE, as well as a member of the
Board of the African Medical Research Foundation (AMREF) and the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI). He was a Member of Parliament for
22 years (1979-2001) and held ministerial office becoming Lord
Commissioner of Her Majesty’s Treasury. During his parliamentary career he
was a long-standing member of the Foreign Affairs and European Legislation
Select Committee and became the founding Chairman of the International
Development Committee (1997-2001). At present Mr Wells is working on
projects for African agriculture, constitutional change and holding
workshops in Botswana, Malawi and South Africa on strengthening
Parliaments.

Ambassador Lucy Bogari (Papua New Guinea)

Ms Lucy Bogari is a senior Foreign Service Officer in the Papua New Guinea
Foreign Service for over 20 years. She has served both at home and at missions
in Asia, Europe and the Pacific. Until recently, Ms Bogari was Head of
Economic and Development Division in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She
has led many high-level delegations on behalf of her Government in
negotiations with foreign donors and economic partners of Papua New

Guinea. Ms Bogari is currently Papua New Guinea’s High Commissioner to
New Zealand.

Hon Peter C Fonso, MP (Cameroon)

Mr Peter Fonso is a Member of Parliament in Cameroon. He is also the
Electoral District Secretary for the leading Opposition party, the Social
Democratic Front (SDF), and has occupied this position for the past 10 years.
He is very involved in politics and the democratic process in Cameroon. He
was a member of the Counting Commission during the presidential election of
1992 and the Councils Supervisory Commission of 1996. Mr Fonso did his
tertiary education in the United Kingdom. From 1968 to 1983 he served as a
senior education officer and as a former diplomart for Cameroon in the UK. At
present he is a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Cameroon
National Assembly.

Mr Hendrick Gappy (Seychelles)

Mr Hendrick Gappy is the Electoral Commissioner and the Registrar of
Political Parties. He is responsible for the registration process and the
delimitation of election boundaries. He has overseen six national elections and
in 2001 organised the presidential election. Mr Gappy holds the post of
Census Commissioner and was formerly the Director-General responsible for
the National Statistics and National Information System. During the 1994
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South African elections, Mr Gappy held the post of Commonwealth technical
adviser. He has been involved in several election observer missions including
to the 1999 Mozambican elections where he was a Southern African
Development Community (SADC) observer. Mr Gappy is a member of the
Executive Committee of the SADC Electoral Forum.

Secretariat Support Staff

Mrs Judith Pestaina Team Leader
Mr Albert Mariner Assistant to Observers
Ms Charlene Lee Ling Administrative Assistant
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ANNEX I

Arrival Statement, 28 November 2001

Commonwealth Observer Group

Solomon Islands General Election, 5 December 2001

Tel: 0067720071 Solomon Kitano Hotel
Fax: 0067723942 PO Box 384
Mendana Avenue

Honiara

Solomon Islands

ARRIVAL STATEMENT BY MR BOWEN WELLS
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OBSERVER GROUP

We are pleased to be here in Solomon Islands. We have come in response
to a request from the Government of Solomon Islands through the Electoral
Commission to the Commonwealth Secretary-General, H.E. the Rt. Honourable
Don McKinnon, for the Commonwealth to observe your National Parliament
Elections on 5 December 2001.

As Chairman of this Commonwealth Observer Group, I feel it is important
that I explain to the people of Solomon Islands the purpose of our visit here and
the way we intend to go about our work.

The Group’s objective is to observe the organisation and conduct of the
elections in accordance with the laws of Solomon Islands. We will abide by your
laws. And, above all, we will respect your people. We hope to meet as many of
you as possible. We will consult widely and take every opportunity to see the
process for ourselves.

We have no executive role and will not interfere in the process. At every
stage we will act with neutrality, impartiality, objectivity and independence. Each
of us participates in our individual capacities. We represent the whole
Commonwealth rather than the countries from which we have come. We are
independent of our governments, and most certainly independent of any political
influence in this country.

Our concern is purely with the electoral process. Our mandate is to:

e consider the various factors impinging on the credibility of the electoral
process as a whole;

« determine in our own judgement whether the conditions exist for a free
expression of will by the electors; and

¢ determine if the resuits of the elections reflect the wishes of the people.
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In order to make such a judgement, we will aim to arrive at a broad overview
of the process. We will not be able to be present at every polling station or
counting centre, but we hope that we will be able to take a representative
sample. We hope to work in close co-operation with the other international
observers.

We met earlier this morning with the Chairman of the Electoral
Commission, Mr Paul Tovua and his colleagues at the Electoral Commission. We
will also be meeting with political parties, non-governmental parties and others.
After we have witnessed the immediate pre-election period, the campaigning and
the media, we will observe the polling itself and the count. To this end, on
Sunday 2 December, we will deploy around the country to observe the election
on the ground. We will return here after polling to consider and write our report,
before we depart.

We will subsequently submit our report to the Commonwealth Secretary-
General, who will in turn forward it to the Government of Solomon Islands, the
Electoral Commission, the leadership of all the political parties taking part in the
election and then to all Commonwealth governments. The report will be made
publicly available, here and throughout the Commonweaith.

28 November 2001
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ANNEX 111

Schedule of Engagements

Tuesday, 27 November

1830

Meeting with Commonwealth High Commissioners (Australia,
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, United Kingdom)

Wednesday, 28 November

0800
0900

1100
1330
1430
1530

1615

Briefing by Advance Observer: Ambassador Lucy Bogari
Electoral Commission: Mr Paul Tovua (Chairman), Mr John
Babalu (Chief Electoral Officer), Mr Ranjit Hewagama
(Solicitor-General, Legal Adviser), Mr James Remobatu
(Commissioner)

Press Conference

People’s Progressive Party: Mr Michael Maina

Labour Party: Mr Tony Kangovai, General Secretary
Solomon Islands Alliance for Change: Mr Bartholomew Ulufa’alu
(Liberal Party) and Mr Francis Billy Hilly (National Party)
Independent Members of Parliament Movement: Mr Thomas

Koh Chan

Thursday, 29 November

0900

1000

1100
1330

1430

1530

People’s Alliance Party: Sir George Lepping (National
President), Sir David Kausimae (Vice-President), Dr John M
Fugui (Political Adviser), Mr Edward Kingmele (General
Secretary)

Media Organisations: Mr Johnson Honimae (Director, Solomon
[slands Broadcasting Corporation), Mr George Atkins
{Publisher, Solomon Express), Ms Mary Louise O'Callaghan
(Pacific Correspondent for The Australian), Ms June Mani (Paoa
FM), Mr Imo Taasi {Solomon Star), Ms Dorothy Wickham
{freelance)

Peace Monitoring Council: Sir Peter Kenilorea

International Peace Monitoring Team: Ms Kate Steains
(Leader) and Mr Peter Noble (Deputy Leader)

Co-ordinators of Logistics for International Observers:

Mr Graham Elson and Ms Stephanie Chetwynd

Women's Organisations: Ms Ethel Sigimanu {(Head of Women’s
Development, Ministry of Youth), Ms Josephine Teakeni
(Solomon Islands Women & Communication Network), Ms
Apollonia Tabo (National Council of Women of Guadalcanal),
Ms Naelyn John (Dorcas Women’s Organisation, affiliated with
the Seventh Day Adventist Church), Ms Ruth Liloqula
(employed with the Ministry of Police and Justice and Legal
Services), Solomon Islands Family Support Centre, Mothers’

Union (affiliated with the Anglican Church)

Report of the Commonwealth Observer Group
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Friday, 30 November

0900 Mr Tom Leemans, European Union
1100 Courtesy call on the Governor-General
1400 Briefing by representatives of Churches: Archbishop Adrian

Smith (Catholic Church — Peace Process Committee),
Archbishop Sir Ellison Pogo {Church of Melanesia, Anglican),
Father Norman Arkwright (Solomon Islands Christian
Association, SICA), Mr Bob Pollard (SICAY}, Mr Philip
Funifaka (SICA)

1600 Visit to Electoral Commission

Saturday, 1 December

1000 Deployment Briefing
1400 Logistics Briefing and Accreditation of all international
observers — Mr Graham Elson and Electoral Commissioner

Monday, 3 December
0630 Deployment
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ANNEX IV

Deployment of Commonwealth Observers

Team Base Location

Mr Bowen Wells Central Honiara
Mrs Judith Pestaina

Mr Peter Fonso West Honiara
Mr Albert Mariner
Mr Hendrick Gappy Manikaraku, Guadalcanal

*Mr John Corrie, MEP

Ambassador Lucy Bogari Malu’u, Malaita
'Mr Richard Pebble

Ms Charlene Lee Ling Shortlands, Western Province
'Mr Ken Averre

*Leader of the European Union Observation Team
"Member of the International Group of Observers
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ANNEX V

Interim Statement, 5 December 2001

Commonwealth Observer Group

Solomon Islands General Election, 5 December 2001

Tel. 0067720071
Fax: 0067723942

staff.

expression of will by the electors.

deployed.

conduct of the poll.

final report to the Commonwealth Secretary-General.

Honiara
S December 2001

Solemen Kitano Hotel
PO Box 384
Mendana Avenue

Salomaon Istands

INTERIM STATEMENT BY MR BOWEN WELLS,
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OBSERVER GROUP

The Commonwealth Observer Group arrived in the Solomon Islands on 27 November
2001, The Group consists of 4 experienced Commonwealth persons and three support

The mandate of the Commonwealth Observer Group is to observe relevant aspects of
the organisation and conduct of the National Elections in accordance with the laws of
the Solomon Islands and to determine whether the conditions existed for a frec

The Group began its work with a briefing by the Electoral Commission, political
parties, women's groups, church groups, the media and other groups.

In spite of the transport difficulties in the Solomon Islands, we were able to go to 5
provinces during the flnal stages of the campaign. On polling day, we visited 52
polling stations in Honlara as well as polling stations in Western Province, Malaita,
North West and South East Guadalcanal where we were able to witness the opening
and close of polls. We will also be present at the count in the areas to which we were

Up to the close of poll and. in the areas where we observed the count, we were
impressed with the open, transparent and professional manner in which the election
officers conducted the poll. The polling stations opened and closed at the appointed
times and we were struck by the orderliness and patience of electors and the role
played by the security forces which contributed to the smooth conduct of the polls.

The picture that emerged as the polls closed was of an election day, which was
peaceful. The Electoral Commission and their polling station officials should be
commended for helping to ensure the success of polling day.
visited by us, representatives of candidates expressed their satisfaction with the

In all the stations

Whilst we received no complaints from volers about the voting process, we were
however concerned that in a number of places voters were unable to vote due to
inaccuracies in the compilation of the clectoral register, The turnout of voters in
Honiara was disappointingly small but this may be accounted for by the large number
who have left Honiara to vote in Malaita and other islands. We will be issuing a

Departure Statement before leaving the Solomon Islands and make & more thorough
assessment of what we have observed after the count when we will have consulted our
colleagues in Malaita, Western Province and South Guadalcanal. We will send our
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ANNEX VI

Departure Statement, 9 December 2001

Commonwealth Observer Group

Solomon lIslands General Election, 5 December 2001

News Release

DEPARTURE STATEMENT BY MR BOWEN WELLS
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OBSERVER GROUP

We have now completed our observation of the 2001 National Parliamentary
Election in Solomon Islands.

We would like to express our gratitude for the warm welcome and support
extended to us by the people of Solomon Islands, the political parties,
members of the Press and the Electoral Commission and many other people
involved in Solomon Islands life.

In our Interim Statement, I commented positively on the conduct of the
elections. In some constituencies, it is clear that the results are unreliable
but overall the outcome of the elections has succeeded in expressing the will
of the people. In our report, we have made recommendations and
suggestions as to how the electoral process could be improved. These are
made with the hope of ensuring that the Electoral Commission is able to
continue its work with the continued help of the Commonwealth and donors,
thus enabling it to strengthen the democratic process in Solomon Islands.

For the Solomon Islands to make progress following this election, it is
essential that all aspects of governance are improved starting with the
enforcement of law and order without which it is impossible for development
to take place. Once the Solomon Islanders begin to believe in themselves,
investment in the economy will follow from foreign investors.

As we leave, we hope that the success of the elections will not be jeopardised
by any delay in the election of the Prime Minister and the Government which
commands the support of the vast majority of the people of the Solomon
islands.

It has been a pleasure to observe the elections.

9 December 2001

Solomon Kitano Hotel, PO Box 384, Mendana Avenue, Honiara, Selomon lslands
Tel: 00 677 20071 Fax: 00 677 23942
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ANNEX VII

Voter Awareness Campaign Poster

Solonion lsldn(ls almnal(,enc -al E It‘L[lOlI

Go vot

Vote blong iu
hemi health

Vote blong
iu hemi
fiusa blong

Vote blong iv
hem fiusa
blong famili

Vote blong iu, hem voisblong iu!
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ANNEX VIII

Observation Notes and Checklist for Polling Station Visits
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