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I hav e bee n invite d t o tal k t o you abou t Educatio n an d 
Training, an d a s I  stan d befor e yo u I  fee l embarasse d becaus e I 
suddenly realis e tha t thi s i s a  cas e wher e yout h shoul d b e speak -
ing an d other s -  educationists , planners , economists , adminis -
t ra to r s , parent s -  shoul d b e listenin g t o fin d ou t wha t i s wante d 
for th e presen t s o tha t th e futur e ca n b e safeguarded . Doubtles s 
you wil l hav e plent y t o sa y i n th e discussion s late r o n an d s o 1 
dare t o spea k on , perhap s t o pin-poin t certai n problem s o r line s 
or developmen t -  certainl y t o as k questions , becaus e I  a m no t 
very sur e tha t w e kno w wha t w e wan t -  s o tha t yout h ca n tel l u s 
what i t wants . O f cours e ther e ar e th e usua l answer s -  happiness , 
peace, love , a  steady , interestin g job , materia l possessions , 
spiritual an d aestheti c satisfaction , knowledg e an d a  measur e o f 
control o f wha t i s aroun d u s . O f cours e al l thes e mea n differen t 
things t o differen t people . "Happines s i s a  gir l i n ever y por t , " 
says th e sailor . "Happines s i s whe n th e childre n ar e a t las t i n 
bed," say s th e mother . 

With th e worl d changin g s o quickl y aroun d us , wit h th e 
clash betwee n technolog y an d conservation , wit h th e frightenin g 
outburst o f ne w knowledge , wit h th e unsettlin g movement s o f 
people an d divisio n o f familie s an d communities , on e need s a  soli d 
platform, a  raf t t o surviv e i n rathe r trouble d waters . 

What i s i t tha t yout h want s fro m educatio n an d training ? 
Is i t th e sam e thin g a s wha t yout h shoul d want ? Wha t shoul d 
educational system s b e doin g t o satisf y thes e need s an d perhap s 
create ne w ones ? I s yout h bein g short-change d b y educationa l 
systems? 

We hav e move d a  lon g wa y fro m th e ide a tha t childre n i n 
schools ar e a  captiv e audienc e detained , no t ver y comfortably , i n 
a plac e wher e oracula r knowledg e i s throw n a t them . School s 
are becomin g workshop s wher e childre n participat e i n ne w 
experiences an d ar e face d wit h programme d learnin g situations . 
Children an d yout h a r e , an d shoul d be , ful l participants , helpe d 
to fin d somethin g ne w i n themselve s o r i n th e worl d aroun d them . 
The movemen t i s fro m forma l t o informal , fro m a  statemen t b y th e 
teacher t o a  discussio n betwee n teacher s an d students ; fro m a 
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formal syste m o f educatio n t o a  wider , informa l syste m whic h 
embraces p a r e n t s , mas s media , employer s an d th e community . 
It i s becomin g mor e an d mor e accepte d tha t educatio n i s no t onl y 
t ra ining t o p a s s a n examinatio n an d s o qualif y fo r a  job , bu t a 
t ra ining i n th e ac t o f l iving . Henc e th e keene r awarenes s tha t 
education i s a  l ife-lon g p r o c e s s an d tha t system s mus t b e worke d 
out t o facil i tat e l ife-lon g educat ion . 

Mainly fo r administrat iv e r e a s o n s , schoo l system s hav e 
been organise d int o thre e mai n level s :  th e p r imar y o r e lementar y 
s t age , whic h ofte n include s th e p r e - p r i m a r y o r th e k indergar te n 
s t age ; th e secondar y s t age ; an d th e t e r t i a r y s t age . I n mos t 
advanced count r ie s th e f i r s t tw o level s a r e compulsory . I  mus t 
r epea t tha t thes e level s a r e r a t h e r a r b i t r a r y i f viewe d fro m th e 
point o f vie w o f th e developmen t o f th e p e r s o n . Nobod y suddenl y 
stops bein g a  chil d an d become s a  youth , no r doe s a  yout h suddenl y 
stop bein g a  yout h an d becom e a  man . No w tha t I  a m ove r fort y I 
keep o n remindin g mysel f an d o ther s tha t lif e begin s a t for ty . 

It i s logica l t o expec t tha t despi t e th e mainl y adminis t ra -
tive dist inctio n tha t wil l b e a  wid e over la p betwee n th e aim s o f 
p r imary an d secondar y schoo l s . Agai n ther e wil l b e over lap s a t 
the secondar y an d t e r t i a r y l e v e l s , thoug h he r e ther e a r e a ls o 
some divergen t a ims . 

You a r e pas t o r almos t pas t th e p r imar y an d secondar y 
levels bu t i t migh t b e worthwhil e t o se e wha t i s aime d a t durin g 
these s tage s becaus e i t ha s a  g rea t bear in g o n ou r them e "Yout h 
and Development " . 

P r e - s c h o o l educatio n -  e i the r i n th e home , o r mor e 
formally a s p a r t o f th e educationa l syste m seek s t o awake n i n th e 
child a  numbe r o f abi l i t ie s an d i n t e r e s t s : th e abilit y t o e x p r e s s 
himself an d communicat e wit h o t h e r s ; th e abilit y t o observ e th e 
world aroun d him ; th e abili t y t o c rea t e somethin g wit h hi s hands , 
alone an d wit h o t h e r s , an d t o apprecia t e beautifu l th ings ; abilit y 
to maste r hi s ow n bod y an d t o us e i t t o th e bes t advantage . Th e 
child i s bein g educate d t o fac e th e communit y r a t h e r tha n hi s 
immediate family , bu t withi n th e wid e meanin g o f educatio n ther e 
is a l s o th e mor e limite d meanin g o f t r a in ing . I  mus t en la rg e o n 
this becaus e I  shal l com e bac k t o i t l a t e r . B y t ra inin g I  mea n tha t 
organised activi t y whic h seek s t o giv e a  l e a r n e r specifi c ski l l s 
for us e i n th e attainmen t o f ce r t a i n objec t ives . Thi s t ra inin g i s a 
p a r t o f eve r y leve l o f educatio n -  a  chil d o f thre e mus t b e t ra ine d 
to d o u p a  butto n i f h e i s t o b e abl e t o d r e s s himself . A  p r imar y 
school pupi l mus t b e t ra ine d t o r e a d i f h e i s t o b e educate d t o see k 
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knowledge fo r himself . A  secondar y schoo l pupi l mus t b e t ra ine d 
in th e us e o f logarith m table s a s p a r t o f th e wide r educatio n i n 
logical thinking , apprecia t io n o f symmetry , balanc e an d disciplin e 
which i s mathemat ics . A  un ivers i t y studen t doin g r e s e a r c h mus t 
be t ra ine d t o us e complicate d scientifi c equipment , an d a ls o 
t ra ined i n th e r igh t r e s e a r c h p r o c e d u r e s . Bu t t o com e bac k t o th e 
p r e - p r i m a r y s t age : th e genera l ai m i s t o awake n a  numbe r o f 
abi l i t ies an d i n t e r e s t s . I t i s a l s o th e tim e whe n ce r t a i n space -
time pa t t e rn s tak e shape , whe n th e f i r s t foundation s o f logica l 
argument a r e lai d an d notion s fundamenta l t o read in g an d wri t in g 
a re acqu i red . 

During th e p r imar y stag e the r e a r e th re e mai n 
objectives : 

(i) th e d i scover y ( r a t h e r tha n study ) o f th e na tu ra l 
and socia l environmen t b y mean s o f act ivi t ie s 
cen t red o n theme s ve r y clos e t o th e chil d an d 
his immediat e environment ; 

(ii) in te l lec tua l ac t iv i t ie s t o enabl e chil d t o g r a s p 
those subject s whic h a r e indispensabl e t o 
knowledge -  th e mothe r tongue , i n som e c a s e s 
a foreig n language , mathematic s -  th e th re e R ' s 
of th e t radi t iona l p r imar y cur r icu lum ; 

(iii) th e developmen t o f a r t i s t i c an d bodil y act ivi t ie s 
a r t , mus ic , s p o r t s , po t t e ry , e t c . 

The secondar y leve l continue s an d widen s th e wor k 
covered i n th e p r imar y school . I t continue s t o ins t i l i n pupil s a n 
i n t e r e s t i n learnin g b y deepin g thei r knowledg e o f too l subject s 
(mother tongue , Mathematic s an d Genera l Sc ience ) an d t o ope n t o 
them ne w aspec t s o f learn in g b y offerin g ne w act ivi t ie s whic h hel p 
to develo p the i r incl inat ion s an d abi l i t ie s -  h i s t o ry , geography , 
home economics , a  foreig n languag e .  I t give s opportunit ie s fo r 
c rea t ive wor k an d ins t i l a  deepe r sens e o f apprecia t io n -  a r t , 
mus ic , d rama , c ra f t , l i t e r a t u r e . Thes e shoul d a l s o hel p the m 
la te r o n i n be t t e r ut i l isat io n o f the i r l e i su r e t ime . I t continue s 
cha rac t e r formatio n an d help s t o ins t i l th e r igh t mora l at t i tude s 
in th e chi ldre n thoug h re l ig ion , c i v i c s , s p o r t s . 

In mos t sys t ems , ther e i s a  shif t i n b ia s afte r th e f i r s t 
two o r th re e y e a r s o f secondar y educat ion , bu t th e cours e shoul d 
st i l l see k t o giv e al l youn g peopl e a  commo n fram e o f re fe renc e . 
All nee d a  goo d genera l knowledg e an d improve d abilit y t o 
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communicate a s wel l a s a n adequat e backgroun d fo r en t r y int o th e 
working l i fe . Schoo l l e ave r s nee d a n unders tandin g an d app rec i -
ation o f themse lves , economics , l e i s u r e , pol i t ic s an d the i r 
environment genera l ly . The y mus t b e p r e p a r e d fo r c i t i zenship . 
They a r e goin g t o b e consumers , s o the y nee d consume r t ra in ing , 
mass-media consume r t r a in ing . The y nee d civi c an d socia l 
t ra ining an d p repa ra t io n fo r famil y l i fe . F o r optimu m lea rn ing , 
such topic s mus t b e int roduce d throug h d i r ec t p rac t i ca l ac t iv i t i e s , 
social p r o j e c t s , communit y s e r v i c e , an d no t i n forma l o r academi c 
fashion. Ho w the y a r e taugh t i s importan t a s wha t the y a r e 
taught . Ca n the y o b s e r v e , p e r c e i v e , analyse ? Abov e al l a r e the y 
t ra ined t o continu e educatin g an d t ra inin g themselves ? Toward s 
the en d o f thi s stag e a  yout h begin s t o p r e p a r e himsel f fo r a  jo b 
or t o g o int o th e t e r t i a r y leve l o f educatio n fo r specia l i se d cou r se s 
which a r e a l s o mainl y jo b o r ien ted . Wha t th e syste m ha s give n 
him s o fa r i s a  gene ra l , bas i c educatio n whic h make s i t ea s y fo r 
him t o b e t ra ine d fo r specifi c ski l l s an d adaptabl e t o l ea r n ne w 
s k i l l s . I n mos t advance d c o u n t r i e s , secondar y educatio n doe s 
not giv e technica l t r a in ing , job-or ienta te d t r a in ing . Thi s take s 
place i n inst i tut ion s o f fur the r educatio n suc h a s technica l i n s t i -
t u t e s , po ly technics , u n i v e r s i t i e s , t ra inin g col lege s o r throug h 
apprent iceship scheme s an d on- the - job- t r a in ing . Technolog y 
demands spec ia l i se d sk i l l s , bu t secondar y educatio n genera l l y 
does no t giv e thes e I t doe s no t mea n tha t i t shoul d tak e n o hee d 
of technolog y an d manua l s k i l l s . Ther e i s a  tendenc y fo r societ y 
to fee l contemp t fo r manua l wor k -  t o valu e academi c subject s i n 
school mor e tha n p rac t i ca l o r technica l sub jec t s . T o counterac t 
t h i s , experimentat io n wit h mate r ia l s an d tool s i s a  ve r y importan t 
pa r t o f secondar y educat ion . Fo r mos t student s a  vocat iona l 
element i n th e la t te r pa r t o f secondar y educatio n c r e a t e s 
motivation an d give s r e l e v a n c e , an d samplin g th e wor k o f var iou s 
t r ades give s a n unders tandin g o f wha t peopl e d o an d o f th e rang e 
of c a r e e r s ava i lab le . 

I shal l no t en la rg e o n th e thi r d leve l o f educatio n 
because I  woul d lik e t o se e i t withi n th e contex t o f l ife-lon g 
educat ion, a  cycl e throug h whic h peopl e ca n g o agai n an d agai n t o 
obtain specifi c ski l l s t o fi t th e exigencie s o f thei r employmen t o r 
even jus t t o follo w thei r i n t e r e s t s o r l e i su r e tim e ac t iv i t i e s . I n 
advanced count r ie s th e pr incipl e o f l ife-lon g educatio n i s beginn -
ing t o b e implemente d an d youth s a r e encourage d t o leav e school , 
find a  jo b an d the n r e t u r n t o continu e an d expan d thei r educat ion : 
there a r e evenin g c l a s s e s , da y r e l e a s e c o u r s e s , Univers i t ie s 
using cor respondenc e c o u r s e s , scheme s fo r a  r e t u r n full-tim e t o 
educational ins t i tu t ions , i n - s e r v i c e t r a in ing . Specia l attempt s 
a re bein g mad e t o c rea t e programme s aime d a t d r o p - o u t s , thos e 
who hav e no t finishe d th e secondar y c o u r s e . 
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The majorit y o f youn g peopl e finis h thei r formal , genera l 
education a t th e en d o f th e secondar y cycl e an d see k job s o r 
training fo r jobs . Th e thir d leve l o f education , wit h fe w 
exceptions i s jo b orientated . Eve n th e Universitie s hav e a s on e 
of thei r mai n functio n th e trainin g o f highl y skille d personnel . 

How doe s Malt a fi t i n al l this ? I s yout h bein g served ? 
Is yout h helpin g itsel f an d i s i t a n activ e participan t i n thi s pro -
cess w e cal l education ? 

With pre-schoo l childre n bein g abl e t o socialis e an d 
play safel y i n th e s t ree t s , an d wit h unemployed grandmas , 
mothers an d aunt s t o encourag e them , kindergarten s ar e no t o f 
very hig h priori ty . W e hav e abou t 10 8 primary school s whic h 
are becomin g liberalise d sinc e th e ra t rac e fo r selectio n int o a 
few secondar y school s ha s bee n removed . Eightee n month s ag o 
we introduce d secondar y educatio n fo r al l u p t o th e ag e o f 
fourteen an d fo r th e nex t fiv e year s th e poin t o f s t res s an d 
difficulty wil l b e i n th e secondar y leve l o f education . W e ar e r e -
organizing secondar y educatio n so  a s t o remov e selectio n int o 
different type s o f secondar y school s an d so  tha t al l secondar y 
schools wil l offe r a  tw o year commo n cours e t o al l childre n wit h 
options an d som e specialisatio n afte r th e secon d year , whe n ever y 
child ha s ha d a t leas t eigh t year s o f basi c education . W e ar e r e -
drafting th e curriculu m o f secondar y school s t o mak e i t a s flexibl e 
as possibl e t o allo w teacher s t o adop t course s t o fi t th e varyin g 
needs o f children . W e ar e tryin g t o obtai n th e righ t mi x o f 
academic an d practica l subject s whic h hav e a  bearin g o n wha t th e 
pupils nee d an d wil l need . W e ar e tryin g t o pu t mor e s t res s o n 
day t o da y assessmen t rathe r tha n academi c periodi c examination s 
which ofte n ar e a  tes t o f memor y tha n a n assessmen t o f wha t ha s 
been learned . W e hop e tha t i n th e thre e years ' tim e w e shal l b e 
fully equippe d t o offe r ever y chil d a  ful l fiv e yea r secondar y 
course. A t presen t w e hav e 4 0 secondar y schools . B y nex t 
September som e o f th e smalle r one s wil l b e amalgamate d o r 
incorporated int o bigge r school s t o offe r bette r facilitie s an d 
more economica l us e o f staf f an d equipment . I n th e nea r futur e 
we shal l b e raisin g th e schoo l leavin g ag e t o fiftee n an d the n t o 
sixteen a s soo n a s thi s i s possible . 

This spur t o f secondar y educatio n wil l b e th e foundatio n 
for th e skill s whic h Malt a need s t o var y it s econom y an d bas e i t 
on a  fir m footing . Wit h a  broa d based , soli d education , youn g 
people ca n receiv e vocationa l trainin g whic h wil l mak e the m abl e 
to carr y ou t responsibl e task s i n th e echnica l an d commercia l 
sectors an d als o t o b e adaptabl e t o the changing worl d aroun d them . 
Technical trainin g wil l assum e eve n greate r importance . 
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At presen t boy s ca n ente r th e Technica l Institute s ( 2 i n 
Malta an d 1  in Gozo) , b y mean s o f a  competitiv e examinatio n afte r 
they hav e reache d th e ag e o f fourtee n o r throug h a  da y releas e 
scheme onc e the y hav e becom e apprentices . Th e Institute s cove r 
a fairl y wid e variet y o f course s a t th e craftsma n an d technicia n 
level. A  total o f 115 0 boys ca n b e accommodate d full-tim e a t th e 
Technical Institute s i n Malt a an d thi s numbe r ca n b e raise d t o 
1350 whe n th e Institut e a t Naxxa r become s full y operational . 

With th e introductio n o f secondar y educatio n fo r al l an d 
with th e raisin g o f th e schoo l leavin g age , i t i s envisage d tha t 
boys wil l g o t o th e Technica l Institute s afte r the y hav e receive d 
their secondar y education . Thi s wil l up-grad e th e leve l o f wor k 
at th e Technica l Institute s an d i t wil l enabl e course s t o b e 
accelerated. 

The Trad e School s ar e a  ne w projec t mean t t o offe r 
technical trainin g fo r boy s i n variou s trade s a t th e skille d 
labourer level . Th e firs t o f thes e school s i s du e t o ope n i n th e 
near future . 

For th e tim e bein g entr y int o Trad e School s wil l b e b y 
selection fro m th e les s academicall y motivate d childre n i n 
Secondary School s an d i t i s hope d tha t th e transfe r o f thes e boy s 
to a  Trad e Schoo l wil l giv e the m th e necessar y motivatio n t o 
continue thei r educatio n an d t o giv e i t mor e relevance . Onc e 
secondary educatio n t o cate r fo r al l type s o f childre n i s wel l 
established, youn g peopl e wil l remai n i n secondar y school s fo r a s 
long a s possibl e t o receiv e a  full , basi c educatio n befor e movin g 
to a  Trad e Schoo l o r a  Technica l Institut e t o continu e thei r 
education an d training . Simila r facilitie s fo r vocationa l trainin g 
for girl s ar e practicall y ni l an d thi s i s a  vacuu m whic h mus t b e 
filled a s soo n a s possible . Lac k o f informatio n o n manpower need s 
is hinderin g plannin g fo r technica l educatio n an d training . 

The Malt a Colleg e o f Ar t s , Scienc e an d Technolog y i s 
now wel l establishe d an d i s no w testin g it s strengt h an d seekin g 
areas fo r consolidatio n an d expansion . Th e Roya l Universit y o f 
Malta als o i s expandin g int o ne w a reas . I t i s als o becomin g awar e 
that i n th e no t s o distan t futur e i t wil l hav e t o develo p fro m a n 
institution fo r th e elit e int o a n institutio n fo r th e majorit y wit h 
the consequen t problem s o f maintenanc e o f standards . 

I a m afrai d I  hav e spoke n to o long , sometime s lik e a n 
old-fashioned teacher , al l tal k an d chalk , thoug h yo u mus t admi t 
I di d no t us e th e blackboard . I  now leav e th e topi c t o you . 
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