
YOUTH AN D DEVELOPMEN T I N ASI A AN D TH E PACIFI C 

by H.E . Josu a R . Rabukawaq a 
High Commissione r fo r Fij i i n th e Unite d Kingdo m 

Mr. Chairman , yo u hav e aske d m e t o commen t o n th e 
background pape r produce d b y th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t o n 
the Semina r hel d las t yea r i n Malaysi a fo r th e Asi a an d Pacifi c 
Region, 

One glanc e a t thi s pape r canno t bu t impres s m e wit h th e 
extremes demonstrate d b y th e fact s an d highlighte d b y th e 
figures. Extreme s i n are a fro m th e larges t t o th e smalles t 
countries, fro m th e 1  millio n squar e mile s o f Indi a t o th e 2 
square mile s o f Pi tcairn . I n population , fro m 56 0 million s i n 
one countr y t o a  mer e 10 0 i n another . No t t o mentio n th e 
diversifying difference s i n thei r religions , languages , cultur e 
and customs , t o nam e a  fe w more , an d the n t o ponde r an d 
wonder -  wha t hold s thes e Commonwealt h countrie s together ? 
There mus t b e a  unifyin g force . 

Reading betwee n th e line s o f thes e report s on e ha s th e 
impression tha t ther e seeme d t o b e a n upsurg e i n th e youth s o f 
Asia an d th e Pacific . Ar e the y causin g problems ? I f the y a r e , 
how ca n on e sublimat e thes e surgin g emotion s an d harnes s the m 
for th e bettermen t o f thei r respectiv e regions ? 

1 am here toda y representin g th e Pacifi c a rea . I  com e 
from Fij i . Th e isle s o f Fij i i n th e Sout h Pacifi c li e abou t 18 ° 
to 20 ° sout h o f th e Equator , spannin g th e internationa l dat e line . 
Fiji comprise s som e 30 0 islands , 10 0 o f whic h ar e inhabite d b y 
520,000 peopl e o f a  multi-racia l community . Th e tota l are a i s 
about 7,05 5 squar e miles . 

Sugar i s th e mai n industr y an d account s fo r ove r 60 % 
of th e country' s tota l exports . The n ther e ar e copra , gol d an d 
tropical fruits . Fis h an d mea t ar e canne d an d exporte d alon g 
with som e tropica l fruit s an d vegetables . Touris m i s als o 
booming. Ou r gros s domesti c produc t ha s r ise n fro m $F36.m . 
in 195 0 to $F90.m . i n 196 0 -  the n t o $F170.m . i n 1970 . Ou r 
gross nationa l produc t pe r capit a i n 197 1 was $40 0 U . S . 

When ou r Kin g an d Paramoun t Chief s cede d ou r island s 
voluntarily an d unconditionall y t o He r Britanni c Majest y i n 
1874., Fij i wa s a  countr y wit h on e majo r r ace . Today , i t ha s 
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developed int o a  mul t i - r ac i a l community . Mor e tha n hal f th e 
population a r e Indian s fro m eas t India ; a  l i t t l e ove r 40 % a r e 
native F i j i a n s . Th e othe r 10 % consist o f E u r o p e a n s , Chines e an d 
other Pacif i c I s l a n d e r s . 

We achieve d ou r poli t ica l independenc e peacefully , 
without goin g int o genera l e l ec t ions , tw o y e a r s ago ; an d w e hav e 
been continuin g t o p r o g r e s s i n harmon y an d i n p e a c e , respec t in g 
and to lera t in g eac h o t h e r ' s d i f fe rences . I  hav e give n yo u a 
br ief backgroun d o f ou r yout h whic h I  wil l no w d i s c u s s v e r y 
b r ie f ly . 

The nee d t o cur b th e zea l s exhibite d b y youth s f i rs t 
seemed t o b e recognise d i n Fi j i b y churc h l e a d e r s . Yout h l eade r s 
were sen t o v e r s e a s fo r t r a in ing ; an d i n 195 0 a  Yout h Departmen t 
was forme d b y th e Methodis t Miss io n (t o whic h 83%  of th e Fi j ia n 
population belong ) t o encourag e yout h t o tak e mor e posit iv e 
par t ic ipat ion i n l i fe . Seminar s an d conference s followe d o n a 
self-help b a s i s , a s t he r e wer e n o fund s availabl e anywher e t o 
se rv ice suc h meet ings . I t caugh t o n lik e wi ldf i re , throughou t 
F i j i ; the n Tonga , Samoa , an d Rotum a followed . No w ever y 
t h r ee y e a r s seminar s a r e hel d i n F i j i , Tonga , Samoa , Ne w 
Zealand o r Aus t ra l i a whic h youth s r ep resen t in g thos e count r ie s 
a t tend. The y suppor t themse lves , an d pa y the i r ow n f a r e s , 
board an d conferenc e f ees . 

Themes fo r th e seminar s an d conference s d o no t confin e 
themselves t o re l ig iou s sub jec t s . The y cove r a l l a s p e c t s o f lif e 
and problem s confrontin g youth . Mos t o f the i r reso lu t ion s fel l 
on dea f e a r s durin g colonia l d a y s , bu t i t di d no t d i scourag e 
them. E v e r y y e a r the y st i l l mee t an d d i s c u s s t he i r p roblems , 
and the y hav e bee n abl e t o injec t ne w i d e a s , ne w pe r spec t ive s 
in th e lif e o f th e Church , whic h encourage d them . 

They hav e jus t complete d a  projec t whic h too k the m te n 
y e a r s t o ach ieve . Tha t i s a  t h r e e - s t o r e y moder n comple x 
concre te buildin g whic h the y themselve s buil t unde r th e d i rec t io n 
of a  profess iona l bu i lde r wh o i s a l s o a  member . Th e comple x 
building ha s a  concer t hal l wit h s t age , do rmi to r i e s , l ec tu r e 
rooms , gymnasiu m an d offices . A t t ime s the y wer e shor t o f 
money an d m a t e r i a l s , bu t neve r a  shor tag e o f wil l an d manpowe r 
to c a r r y ou t manua l work , durin g th e buildin g o f tha t p ro jec t . 
The buildin g i s no w i n ful l capaci t y u s e . 

Following t h i s , th e Catholi c Yout h Movement , th e SDA , 
the YWCA , th e YMC A an d th e Studen t Chr i s t i a n Movemen t hav e 
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all com e int o bein g an d joine d hand s t o tackl e th e problem s o f 
youth. Th e Bo y Scout s an d Gir l Guides , o f course , wer e o n th e 
ground befor e this , followin g thei r forma l pat terns . 

A ne w tren d o f Socia l Servic e b y yout h emerge d tw o 
years ago . I n a  combine d Yout h Conference , i t wa s move d t o 
accept an d suppor t th e establishmen t o f a  voluntar y servic e 
scheme whic h wa s t o begi n wit h th e student s an d b e par t o f th e 
Fiji Studen t Christia n Movemen t becomin g a n independen t bod y 
at a  late r stage . Th e objective s o f th e schem e a r e : 

(1) T o giv e appropriat e servic e t o peopl e wh o 
are i n need . 

(2) T o promot e understandin g betwee n th e highl y 
educated an d th e les s educate d peopl e o f Fi j i . 

(3) T o promot e cultura l understandin g amon g th e 
different culture s o f Fi j i . 

(4-) T o localis e th e voluntar y service s give n b y 
overseas groups . 

Six month s afte r th e establishment , a  grou p o f voluntee r 
students fro m variou s college s an d institution s spen t si x week s 
during thei r Christma s holiday s i n on e o f th e outlyin g islands , 
helping t o establis h a  secondar y school . Th e wor k don e include d 
the constructio n o f teachers ' quar te rs , unde r th e supervisio n 
of student s fro m th e Technica l Institute , wit h villager s providin g 
the labour ; th e cataloguin g o f book s i n th e ne w librar y b y 
university students ; wor k o n the schoo l garde n b y th e agr i -
cultural students ; an d th e teachin g o f healt h an d educatio n t o 
parents an d th e communit y b y medica l students . 

The volunteer s als o returne d wit h th e answer s t o 
questionnaires whic h the y ha d obtaine d fro m th e rura l community , 
and submitte d thes e t o th e Ministr y o f Socia l Service s t o giv e 
information o n th e need s an d requirement s o f tha t particula r 
area i n term s o f futur e development . 

Many o f thes e youn g peopl e conside r som e for m o f 
social servic e a s a n urgen t necessit y fo r thei r persona l growth . 
They believ e i t build s u p thei r knowledg e an d experienc e an d 
develops skill . Throug h co-operatio n i n voluntar y labou r i n 
backward a r e a s , the y fin d realit y les s remote . The y becom e 
more matur e a s fa r a s huma n relation s ar e concerne d an d a r e 
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confronted wit h th e limit s o f possibilit y i n realisin g thei r ow n 
ideas. 

Since Fij i becam e independent , th e governmen t ha s bee n 
very muc h concerne d wit h th e increasin g yout h problem s an d th e 
positive mov e by th e youn g people , fo r i t ha s se t u p las t yea r 
a ne w Ministry , th e Ministr y o f Youth , Spor t an d Rura l Develop -
ment. Thi s ne w Ministr y i s seekin g th e co-operatio n an d hel p 
of al l yout h organization s i n tryin g t o mee t th e need s o f youth i n 
Fi j i . It s rol e i s t o co-ordinat e rathe r tha n t o crea te . 

On the politica l scene , th e youth s hav e recentl y forme d 
a multi-racia l politica l Par t y an d hav e style d i t th e "Youn g 
Alliance". Th e "Alliance " i s th e presen t part y i n power . I t 
consists o f th e thre e racia l par t ies : th e Fijia n Association , th e 
General Elector s (European-Chinese ) an d th e India n Alliance . 
So th e "Youn g Alliance " forme d b y th e yout h i s a  furthe r ste p 
to integrat e th e thre e separat e race s int o on e part y -  th e "Youn g 
Alliance" support s th e "Alliance" . 

It i s ofte n usefu l i n endeavourin g t o identif y loca l 
problems o f youth , o r whateve r i t migh t be , t o cas t ou r eyes 
around, nea r an d far , an d se e ho w othe r peopl e thoug h unde r 
different condition s an d background s ar e battlin g wit h the i r s . 
What effect s th e problem s hav e ha d o n thei r youth , o r wha t 
effect ha s thei r solutio n ha d o n their problems ? I n doin g so,  i t 
sometimes give s on e th e inspiratio n required , th e differen t idea s 
that migh t b e tr ied , o r i t ma y confir m one' s doubts . Eve n i f t o 
merely prov e t o ourselve s ho w immatur e the y a r e , an d ho w 
effective ou r method s hav e alway s bee n al l along . I t i s suc h 
programmes o f actio n tha t rejuvenat e energies , an d comparison s 
fertilize programme s o f action , givin g th e impetu s t o progress . 

I would lik e t o congratulat e th e Directo r o f th e Educatio n 
Division o f th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t an d hi s co-worker s 
for wha t the y hav e achieve d sinc e the y wer e saddle d wit h thi s 
challenging task , an d fo r th e practica l approac h the y hav e 
developed o n thi s mos t fascinatin g an d absorbin g project . A n 
aspect o f th e approac h tha t appeal s t o m e i s th e wa y i n whic h 
they hav e involve d th e yout h themselve s t o participat e i n th e 
discussion o f thei r ow n problem s an d i n identifyin g them . 

Very ofte n i n th e pas t th e expert s wer e calle d o n t o 
endeavour t o diagnos e wher e th e problem s a r e , the n t o formulat e 
classical remedie s t o matc h them . Theoretically , mos t d o loo k 
good, an d ma y have bee n th e bes t solution , but , withou t th e 
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par t ic ipa t ion o f th e pa r t y conce rned , t h e r e i s lac k o f communi -
cation an d insp i ra t ion : th e recommendation s ofte n ende d u p on 
she lves . 

1 thin k i t wa s P r o f e s s o r Joh n Adam s wh o onc e sai d tha t 
if yo u a r e goin g t o teac h Joh n Lat in , yo u mus t no t onl y kno w 
Lat in; yo u mus t a l s o kno w John . Th e expe r t s ma y kno w Lati n 
back t o front , bu t wh o know s Joh n an d wha t Joh n want s be t t e r 
than Joh n himself ? F o r thes e r e a s o n s , I  welcom e thi s approac h 
in th e par t ic ipa t io n o f yout h t o hel p identif y the i r ow n problem s 
in co-opera t io n wit h th e exper ience d peopl e wh o hav e th e 
i n t e r e s t an d welfar e o f yout h a t h e a r t , an d wh o hav e bee n engage d 
in yout h wor k a s w e hav e see n i n th i s seminar . 

In m y opinio n th e yout h i n developin g count r i e s hav e bee n 
misunderstood an d d i s r e g a r d e d fo r som e cons iderabl e t ime . 
After providin g the m wit h goo d educatio n an d t ra in in g w e ten d t o 
r e g a r d the m a s ou r i n f e r i o r s . I  be l ieve th e youth s wan t t o b e 
recognised an d t o b e t r ea t e d a s ou r e q u a l s . I f w e bel iev e i n 
equality the n w e mus t gran t the m the i r due . The y shoul d no t b e 
deprived o f th e opportuni t ie s an d respons ib i l i t i e s mere l y 
because the y a r e you ths . 

When I  r e f e r t o equal i ty , I  a m reminde d o f tha t memorabl e 
speech b y on e o f B r i t a i n ' s foremos t Pr im e M i n i s t e r s , D i s r a e l i , 
when h e sai d tha t t h e r e a r e tw o kind s o f equal i ty . The r e i s th e 
equality tha t e leva te s an d c r e a t e s an d th e equalit y tha t level s 
and d e s t r o y s . Rais in g on e o f h i s hand s wit h h i s f inger s close d 
together pointin g upward s i n ful l vie w o f hi s aud ience , h e pointe d 
with th e inde x finge r o f h i s othe r han d t o th e middl e finge r o f 
h i s r a i s e d han d saying : "T o tha t fellow , equalit y mean s th e 
ra i s ing an d elevatio n o f th e othe r f inger s t o enjo y i t s s t a tus . " 
Then pointin g a t th e thum b o f th e r a i s e d han d h e sa id : "T o tha t 
fellow, i t mean s th e choppin g of f o f th e r e s t o f th e f inger s t o 
come t o h i s l eve l , whic h o f cou r s e woul d caus e bloodshe d an d 
pa in" . 

Does i t e v e r occu r t o som e o f u s , tha t pe rhap s a t t ime s 
the yout h o f today , wit h th e advantag e o f learnin g w e hav e 
provided fo r them , an d b y inher i tanc e an d throug h mas s medi a o f 
modern faci l i t ie s hav e develope d an d mature d e a r l i e r tha n w e 
r e a l i s e d , hav e ofte n foun d themselve s i n th e si tuatio n o f th e 
la t te r? 
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