
INTRODUCTION 

In 1968, the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t published a small booklet 
l is t ing r e s e a r c h programmes in the field of education then in p r o g r e s s at a 
number of Commonwealth u n i v e r s i t i e s . The response to this publication was 
sufficiently favourable for the S e c r e t a r i a t to be encouraged to publish a 
further volume on the same topic in 1969. The enthusiast ic r esponse to the 
1969 volume made it apparent that such a publication should be a r egu la r 
feature of the Education Division 's information programme, and it was 
subsequently decided that a Regis te r of on-going r e s e a r c h programmes should 
be published biennial ly. 

The Regis ter p re sen t s information rece ived from inst i tutes and 
departments of Education and other organisat ions conducting r e s e a r c h into 
education in the developing countr ies of the Commonwealth. In response to 
reques t s made by the S e c r e t a r i a t in March , 1971, contributions to the Regis ter 
were rece ived from fifty-five organisat ions in twenty-one coun t r i e s . These 
contributions were classif ied under eighteen a r e a s of educational r e s e a r c h . 

Copies of the Regis ter a r e sent to Commonwealth governments , to 
Commonwealth insti tutions conducting educational r e s e a r c h , to contr ibutors 
and to a number of prominent educat ional i s t s . 

The Education Division of the Commonwealth. S e c r e t a r i a t has as its 
major function the encouragement and promotion of co-opera t ion in education 
among member countr ies . The Fifth Commonwealth Education Conference, 
meeting at C a n b e r r a in F e b r u a r y , 1971, laid pa r t i cu la r emphasis on the need 
for the exchange, among Commonwealth coun t r i e s , of information on 
educational r e s e a r c h and experimentat ion, which a r e essent ia l to the 
improvement of the quality of education and the reduction of c o s t s . It is hoped 
that the Regis ter will lead to a fur ther expansion of co-opera t ive act ivi t ies 
by facilitating the establishment of professional contacts be tween those who 
a r e engaged on r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s . 

The Education Division welcomes comments and suggestions which 
might lead to improvements in future editions of the R e g i s t e r . 
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