
INTRODUCTION 

During recen t y e a r s , man y Commonwealt h countr ie s hav e develope d 
new idea s o n schoo l buildin g an d des ign , hav e introduce d innovat ions , an d 
have accumulate d valuabl e exper ienc e o f planning , managin g an d executin g 
school buildin g programme s suite d t o t he i r ow n educationa l need s an d 
economic means . 

Some o f thes e pro jec t s hav e bee n publicise d bu t man y hav e not . 
Educational p l a n n e r s , a rch i t ec t s an d o ther s concerne d wit h th e desig n an d 
building o f school s a r e no t alway s awar e o f th e exper ienc e tha t ha s bee n 
gained i n o the r c o u n t r i e s , an d o f solution s whic h hav e bee n successfull y 
devised e l sewher e fo r th e ve r y problem s wit h whic h the y themselve s a r e 
confronted. 

F o r c l imat ic , economic , soc i a l , educat ional , cul tura l an d othe r 
r e a s o n s , schoo l de s igns , schoo l furni tur e an d buildin g method s whic h hav e 
proved successfu l i n on e countr y ma y b e quit e unsuitabl e fo r anothe r country . 
Neve r the l e s s , a  fulle r exchang e betwee n Commonwealt h countr ie s o f 
information an d idea s i n thes e f ie lds , a s recommende d b y th e Fift h Common -
wealth Educatio n Conferenc e whic h me t i n Canbe r r a i n Feb rua r y 1971 , ma y 
well yiel d beneficia l r e s u l t s . Thi s Occasiona l P a p e r i s a  contributio n 
towards Commonwealt h co-opera t io n i n schoo l buildin g an d desig n throug h 
such informatio n exchange . 

The a r t i c l e s fal l int o th re e broa d sect ion s -  plannin g o f schoo l 
building, th e executio n o f buildin g p rogrammes , an d th e qualit y o f schoo l 
building. 

Planning o f schoo l buildin g 

School buildin g mus t b e re la te d t o th e genera l po l i t ica l , cu l tu ra l , 
economic an d technica l climat e i n pa r t i cu l a r p lace s a t pa r t i cu l a r point s i n 
t ime. P r o f e s s o r Notle y a rgue s th e cas e fo r includin g des igner s o f schoo l 
buildings i n th e macro-plannin g p r o c e s s e s an d fo r a  continuin g dialogu e 
between th e u s e r s an d des igne r s o f schoo l bui ld ings . Th e importanc e o f a n 
in t e r -d i sc ip l ina ry approac h i s a l s o s t r e s s e d b y S h r i J . P . Nai k i n hi s accoun t 
of th e developmen t group s whic h hav e bee n es tabl ishe d a t nationa l an d s ta t e 
levels i n Indi a an d whic h consti tut e a n importan t s te p i n facilitatin g th e 
planning an d implementatio n o f schoo l buildin g programme s whic h combin e 
qual i ty , efficienc y an d economy . Wit h a  s imila r ai m i n v iew , Malaysi a i s 
planning t o es tabl is h a n educationa l facil i t ie s developmen t g roup . Th e 
planning o f Malays ia ' s cu r r en t schoo l buildin g programm e i s descr ibe d b y 
M r . Murad . 

School plan t i s frequentl y unde r -u t i l i s ed . Throug h th e mor e 
intensive ut i l isat io n o f schoo l s p a c e s , valuabl e economie s ca n b e effecte d an d 
educational opportunit ie s ca n b e give n t o l a r g e r number s o f ch i ld ren . 
M r . S r i v a s t a v a ' s a r t i c l e desc r ibe s a  stud y o n th e use-eff icienc y o f pr imar y 
school space s under take n a t th e Cen t ra l Buildin g Researc h Ins t i tu te , Roorkee , 
India , whil e D r . El  Jack , drawin g o n exper ienc e i n Afr ica , demonstra te s th e 
contribution tha t optimu m spac e ut i l isa t io n a t th e secondar y leve l ca n mak e 
to reducin g capi ta l cos t p e r pupi l . 
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Execution o f schoo l buildin g programme s 

The fosterin g o f a  heal thy , competen t buildin g indus t ry , coverin g 
all aspect s o f th e buildin g p r o c e s s , i s a n urgen t developmen t p r io r i t y i n 
many coun t r i e s . Mis s P e a r s o n suggest s s t ra teg ie s whic h government s ca n 
employ i n encouragin g th e growt h o f locall y base d construct io n act ivi t ies . 

The schoo l buildin g activi t ie s o f th e Br i t i s h Developmen t Divisio n 
in th e Car ibbean , whic h ai m a t achievin g col laborat ion , flexibility,  rea l is m 
and economy , a r e out l ine d b y M r . Wood . Importe d s tee l frame s wit h loca l 
cladding hav e bee n use d i n man y school s buil t i n th e Car ibbean . I n othe r 
island communities , i n th e Pac i f ic , prefabr ica te d construct io n method s ma y 
have the i r d isadvantages . Thes e a r e descr ibe d i n M r . Honey ' s  a r t i c l e whic h 
proposes a n approac h tha t take s accoun t o f th e loca l limitation s i n skil ls , 
t r anspor t an d mone y an d allow s decision s t o b e mad e locall y o n th e facili t ie s 
to b e provide d an d th e o rde r i n whic h improvement s ma y b e effected . 

Self-help form s a n importan t elemen t i n man y educationa l buildin g 
programmes an d thi s i s pa r t i cu la r l y t ru e i n Kenya . M r . Muraya ' s accoun t 
of "Harambee " schoo l buildin g show s ho w th e effort s o f loca l communitie s 
have contribute d t o th e expansio n o f educationa l facil i t ie s i n Kenya . "Th e 
bui ldings" wr i te s M r . Muraya , "for m a n importan t pa r t o f th e accumulate d 
a s se t s o f th e natio n i n education ; the y a r e als o monument s t o th e fait h th e 
common ma n ha s i n educat ion. " 

Two a r t i c l e s descr ib e unusua l p r o j e c t s . Fro m Hon g Kon g come s 
a descr ipt io n o f th e buildin g o f mul t i -s tor ie d school s whic h hav e bee n 
necess i ta ted b y a  shortag e o f buildin g land . Brothe r Hor tens iu s give s a n 
account o f th e Projec t fo r th e Educatio n o f th e Dea f i n Malawi . 

Quality i n schoo l building s 

In countr ie s wher e th e provisio n o f "roof s ove r heads " i s o f over -
riding concern , r e s o u r c e s canno t alway s b e spare d t o improv e th e phys ica l 
environment o f th e c lass room . I n man y countr ie s i t i s onl y whe n a n extensiv e 
building programm e ha s bee n successfull y execute d tha t attentio n ca n b e 
turned t o qualitativ e development . Ceylo n ha s sufficien t schoo l space s fo r 
the bul k o f i t s populatio n o f school-goin g age . Dr . Udagam a give s a n accoun t 
of th e s tep s t ake n t o gai n maximu m advantag e fro m th e open-hal l - typ e school s 
which hav e bee n buil t i n l a rg e numbers , an d t o provid e des k an d cha i r s 
constructed b y lowe r secondar y schoolboys . Th e importanc e o f schoo l 
furniture "a s par t o f th e etho s o f th e school , an d a s a  s ta r t in g poin t i n schoo l 
design" i s th e burde n o f M r . Medd' s contributio n whic h desc r ibe s changin g 
ideas o n schoo l furnitur e an d contend s tha t th e provisio n o f a  wid e rang e o f 
furniture i s increas ingl y th e mean s whereb y a  schoo l become s a n educationa l 
ins t rument . 

Few innovation s i n school s durin g th e l as t decad e hav e arouse d 
more excitemen t an d in te res t tha n th e ope n a r e a teachin g concept . M r . Rya n 
outlines th e advantage s an d problem s o f "wid e ope n s p a c e s " . H e remind s 
us tha t al l thos e wh o hav e a  par t i n buildin g a  schoo l mus t tak e int o 
considerat ion recen t advance s i n ou r knowledg e o f chil d growt h an d 
development, an d th e psycholog y o f l ea rn ing , an d i n teachin g method s an d a i d s . 

M r . Nott le , a  t eache r i n Aus t ra l i a , give s hi s view s o n th e 
facil i t ies whic h wil l encourage , permi t an d insp i r e t e ache r s an d pupil s t o d o 
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the i r bes t work , an d plead s tha t thos e wh o desig n school s shoul d giv e adequat e 
considerat ion t o th e view s o f thos e wh o wil l us e them . Final ly , M r . Orlowsk i 
descr ibes th e wor k o f th e offic e o f Schoo l Plannin g an d Buildin g Researc h i n 
Ontar io , Canada , which , amongs t o the r ac t iv i t i e s , a r r a n g e s workshop s 
where a rch i tec t s ,  p l a n n e r s , engineer s ,  t e ache r s ,  adminis t ra tor s an d 
represen ta t ives o f th e communit y d iscus s th e problem s o f plannin g an d 
building educationa l fac i l i t i es . 

These a r t i c l e s , o f c o u r s e , desc r ib e onl y a  smal l c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f 
a multitud e o f act ivi t ie s whic h a r e goin g o n throughou t th e Commonwealt h t o 
inc rease th e quantit y an d t o improv e th e qualit y o f schoo l building . Tha t 
many topic s hav e no t bee n include d i n thi s Occasiona l P a p e r i s al l to o 
evident . Neve r the l e s s , th e P a p e r wil l hav e se rve d i t s purpos e i f i t 
stimulates fur the r exchange s o f informatio n amon g thos e wh o wor k i n thi s 
field an d lead s t o inc rease d shar in g o f th e profess iona l , technica l an d 
administrative skil l s which , col lect ively , th e Commonwealt h p o s s e s s e s i n 
abundance. 
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