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Summary 

Reference: * 

The stud y describe s th e treatmen t o f th e 
mentally handicappe d throughou t histor y an d 
gives a n accoun t o f th e wor k o f pioneer s i n 
this fiel d an d th e theorie s tha t determine d 
the treatmen t the y mete d out . 

In part icular , i t investigate s Hon g Kong' s 
educational service s t o th e handicapped . I t 
identifies th e need s o f th e mentall y handicappe d 
and suggest s way s o f meetin g them , highlightin g 
the ke y problem s o f trainin g personne l fo r wor k 
in th e are a o f education , vocationa l trainin g 
and welfar e service s i n respec t t o th e mentall y 
handicapped. 

*The repor t include d her e i s a  summar y o f 
the content s o f th e ful l repor t no t ye t liste d i n 
the Commonwealt h Secretaria t Register . 

Report 

Even thoug h effort s t o educat e th e mentall y handicappe d bega n i n 
the las t century , th e problem s i n menta l deficienc y wer e o f concer n an d 
interest t o relativel y fe w peopl e unti l th e las t decad e o r so . Befor e 
World Wa r I I man y people , includin g th e professionals , stil l hel d tha t ver y 
little coul d b e don e t o integrat e th e mentall y handicappe d individua l int o 
community setting s an d s o i t wa s i n society' s bes t interes t t o remov e the m 
from famil y an d community . 

The situatio n reflecte d th e absenc e o f majo r governmen t o r nationa l 
policy o n menta l retardatio n an d feelin g o f publi c responsibilit y probabl y 
because o f inadequat e understandin g an d knowledg e o f th e proble m o f menta l 
deficiency. Durin g thi s perio d ver y littl e researc h wa s don e i n thi s are a 
and i t wa s no t a n attractiv e subjec t o f stud y a t universit y level . 

The pos t Worl d Wa r I I wa s a  tim e o f acceleratio n i n th e fiel d o f 
mental retardatio n i n legislation , facilitie s an d researc h activit y throughou t 
the world . Amon g thes e wer e th e growt h o f provision s fo r al l grade s o f 
mentally handicappe d childre n an d adults , employmen t opportunities , 
programs i n publi c education , assessmen t services , an d researc h i n teaching , 
biological, sociologica l an d psychologica l aspect s o f th e mentall y handicapped . 
Major nationa l organization s als o sa w considerabl e an d outstandin g growt h 
during th e las t twent y o r thirt y y e a r s . 
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The pos t Worl d Wa r I I perio d i n Hon g Kon g ha s see n grea t increas e 
in populatio n fro m hal f a  millio n t o fou r millio n i n 1 7 y e a r s. Th e rapi d 
increase i n populatio n ha s create d man y majo r socia l problem s suc h a s 
housing, medica l an d health , an d educatio n t o suc h a n exten t tha t th e need s 
of th e minorit y groups , suc h a s th e mentall y handicapped , hav e bee n give n 
very littl e priori ty . Th e Government' s polic y t o mee t al l majo r socia l 
challenges i s t o subsidis e legall y incorporate d voluntar y agencies . 

The las t decad e ha s bee n a  decad e o f rapi d economi c growt h couple d 
with majo r natura l disas ter s an d politica l c r i s e s . Durin g thi s pas t te n year s 
or so , th e need s o f th e mentall y handicappe d and , similarly , need s o f othe r 
minority group s hav e bee n me t onl y i n c r i s i s situatio n o r embarrassment . 

The projec t investigate s th e natur e an d exten t o f th e Hon g Kon g 
community's educationa l service s fo r th e mentall y handicappe d wit h th e hop e 
that th e result s ma y lea d t o a n intelligen t understandin g o f th e presen t 
situation an d a  mor e adequat e attac k o n th e loca l difficultie s whic h a t presen t 
hinder th e rapi d promotio n o f thi s wor k alon g moder n l ines . I t i s th e firs t 
study o f it s kin d i n thi s fiel d o f wor k fo r th e Colony . 

Chapter I  presents a  genera l pictur e o f ho w th e mentall y handicappe d 
have bee n treate d throughou t history . 

Chapter I I give s a n accoun t o f th e developmen t o f specia l educatio n 
including th e wor k o f som e pioneer s i n thi s field , an d review s certai n 
theories relatin g t o th e treatmen t o f th e mentall y handicapped . A  descriptio n 
of simila r development s i n Hon g Kon g u p t o th e presen t da y follows . 

Chapter II I describe s th e need s o f th e mentall y handicappe d an d 
suggests way s o f meetin g the m adequately . 

Chapter I V highlight s th e ke y proble m o f trainin g personne l fo r wor k 
with th e mentall y handicappe d i n th e a rea s o f education , vocationa l trainin g 
and welfar e serv ices . I t the n analyse s th e Hon g Kon g situatio n i n particula r 
and point s ou t urgen t problem s associate d wit h th e acut e shortag e o f traine d 
staff t o serv e th e mentall y handicappe d he re . 

Chapter V  discusses matter s o f suitabl e curriculum , timetabl e an d 
teaching method s i n term s o f th e differen t categorie s o f th e mentall y 
handicapped. Example s ar e given , an d Hon g Kong' s specia l requirement s 
are s t ressed . 

Chapter V I sum s u p th e finding s o f th e research , an d conclude s b y 
relating moder n trend s i n providin g fo r th e mentall y handicappe d i n Hon g 
Kong. Certai n implication s ar e se t down , an d recommendation s ar e mad e 
for futur e researc h i n th e loca l setting . 
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