
Introductory Not e 

During th e cours e o f th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t ' s studie s o n 
youth an d developmen t i t becam e clea r tha t "youth " problem s rarel y 
originate i n factor s intrinsi c t o youn g people , bu t ar e rathe r th e 
effects o f development s an d change s whic h ar e takin g plac e i n 
countries wit h predominantl y youthfu l populations . 

The proble m whic h appeare d t o b e o f crucia l importanc e 
especially becaus e o f it s demoralisin g effect s o n young peopl e wa s 
unemployment. Thi s i ssue , whic h i s a  matte r o f majo r concer n t o 
most Commonwealt h governments , i s no t onl y enormou s i n scal e bu t 
also extremel y comple x i n natur e • 

In par t , thi s complexit y derive s fro m a n increasin g recognitio n 
of th e exten t t o whic h establishe d pattern s o f internationa l ai d an d 
trade sometime s operat e agains t th e pac e o f economi c developmen t 
envisaged b y individua l countr ies . Th e wide r issue s ar e constantl y 
being re-examine d i n appropriat e fora , bu t progres s her e i s inevitabl y 
slow. Meanwhil e th e situatio n require s tha t solution s b e foun d i n 
the shorte r ter m a t nationa l leve l fo r today' s youn g people . 

In thi s volum e som e approache s t o th e problem s o f unemploymen t 
in Afric a an d Asi a ar e described . Th e author s serve d a s consultant s 
to th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t i n th e ear l ie r seminar s an d th e 
views expresse d ar e persona l t o them . I t i s hoped , however , tha t 
member countrie s ma y recognis e herei n som e pointer s t o purposefu l 
action. 
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