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A2.1 Data sources and 
classification
The report was prepared by the Economic 
Policy and Small States team of the Economic, 
Youth and Sustainable Development 
Directorate of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat. It is based on data from the 
World Development Indicators of the World 
Bank Group as well as publicly available data 
from the United Nations Statistics Division 
(UNStat), the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD), 
UNComtrade, the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and regional, national and private 
sources. Data presented and analysed in this 
report may differ from those published by 
other organisations for a variety of reasons: 
difference in aggregation methods, sample 
size and composition, and timing. There 
may also be small differences in data from 
previous reports by the Secretariat because 
of changing availability and updating of data 
for individual countries.

This report uses many different classifications 
for the 53 Commonwealth countries analysed. 
The classification could be based on level of 
development, by income level, whether they 
are part of the Commonwealth small states 
and by region. The composition of these 
groupings is presented in Tables A2.1–A2.5 
below. By level of development, countries 
are classified as developed, consisting of six 
countries in the Americas, Europe and Asia-
Pacific, developing, consisting of 33 countries 
in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, the Americas 
and the Pacific, and 14 least developed 

countries (LDCs) in Africa, Asia and Pacific 
(Tables A2.1 and A2.2). These classifications 
are based on the United Nations Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs brackets, 
as of December 2018. The list of the LDCs 
is decided upon by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council on the basis of 
recommendations made by the Committee 
for Development Policy.

The basic criteria for inclusion require 
certain thresholds be met with regard to 
per capita gross national income (GNI), 
a human assets index and an economic 
vulnerability index. For other parts of the 
analysis, countries are classified according to 
their level of development based on GNI per 
capita. Accordingly, countries are grouped 
as high-, upper-middle-, lower-middle- and 
low-income (Table A2.3). For compatibility, the 
threshold levels of GNI per capita are those 
established by the World Bank. Low-income 
economies are defined as those with a GNI 
per capita, calculated using the World Bank 
Atlas method, of US$1,025 or less in 2018; 
lower-middle-income economies have a 
GNI per capita between $1,026 and $3,995; 
upper-middle-income economies have a 
GNI per capita between $3,996 and $12,375; 
and high-income economies have a GNI per 
capita of $12,376 or more. In parts of the 
analysis, distinction is made for small states in 
the Commonwealth, which are 30 in number, 
classified as countries with populations 
of 1.5 million or less (Table A2.4). The five 
geographic regions for the classification 
are as follows: Africa, Asia, Caribbean and 
Americas, Europe and Pacific (Table A2.5). 
Table A2.6 details the ISO3 standardisation 
country codes.

A2.2 Macroeconomic and 
development indicators
The analysis in this report is based on a 
database constructed by the Secretariat. 
Data on 498 unique indicators for 53 
countries across the periods 1960–2018 
have been collected. However, the dataset 
is not complete, with only 506,779 unique 

Table A2.1 Commonwealth 
developed economies

Caribbean and 
Americas

Europe Pacific

Canada Cyprus Australia

Malta New Zealand

United 
Kingdom
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observations able to be collected. The 
challenges of data gaps and acquisition are 
detailed in Section A2.3 of this Appendix. 
The 498 indicators can be classified under 
macroeconomic (148) or development (375) 
indicators. In the analysis, 25 indicators are 
classified as pertaining to both the macro-
economy and development sector. The 
macroeconomic indicators are classified into 
five categories: balance of payments, which 
includes trade, monetary and international 
finance statistics; external debt, which 
includes information on debt stocks and 
flows; foreign aid and remittances; national 

accounts, which includes domestic fiscal 
indicators; and prices, which includes 
indicators on inflation, deflators and exchange 
rates (Table A2.7). The development 
indicators are classified according to the 17 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
(Table A2.8).

A2.3 Data coverage
As mentioned in Section A2.2, data are 
available for 506,779 unique observations 
out of 1,557,246, an average of 32.5 per 
cent coverage in the full dataset. Table A2.8 

Table A2.2 Commonwealth developing economies

Africa Asia Caribbean and 
Americas

Pacific

Botswana Brunei Darussalam Antigua and Barbuda Fiji

Cameroon India The Bahamas Nauru

eSwatini Malaysia Barbados Papua New Guinea

Ghana Pakistan Belize Samoa

Kenya Singapore Dominica Tonga

Mauritius Sri Lanka Grenada

Namibia Guyana

Nigeria Jamaica

Seychelles St Kitts and Nevis

South Africa Saint Lucia

St Vincent and the 
Grenadines

Trinidad and Tobago

Least developed countries

The Gambia Bangladesh Kiribati

Lesotho Solomon Islands

Malawi Tuvalu

Mozambique Vanuatu

Rwanda

Sierra Leone

Uganda

Tanzania

Zambia
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Table A2.3 Commonwealth economies by GNI per capita in 2018

High-income Upper-middle-
income

Lower-middle-
income

Low-income

Antigua and Barbuda Belize Bangladesh The Gambia

Australia Botswana Cameroon Malawi

The Bahamas Dominica eSwatini Mozambique

Barbados Fiji Ghana Rwanda

Brunei Grenada India Sierra Leone

Canada Guyana Kenya Uganda

Cyprus Jamaica Kiribati Tanzania

Malta Malaysia Lesotho

New Zealand Mauritius Nigeria

St Kitts and Nevis Namibia Pakistan

Seychelles Nauru Papua New Guinea

Singapore Saint Lucia Solomon Islands

Trinidad and Tobago St Vincent and the 
Grenadines

Sri Lanka

United Kingdom Samoa Vanuatu

South Africa Zambia

Tonga

Tuvalu

Table A2.4 Commonwealth small states

Africa Caribbean and Americas Europe Pacific and Asia

Botswana Antigua and Barbuda Cyprus Brunei Darussalam

eSwatini The Bahamas Malta Fiji

Lesotho Barbados Kiribati

Mauritius Belize Nauru

Namibia Dominica Papua New Guinea

Seychelles Grenada Samoa

Guyana Solomon Islands

Jamaica Tonga

St Kitts and Nevis Tuvalu

Saint Lucia Vanuatu

St Vincent and the 
Grenadines

Trinidad and Tobago
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presents a summary of data availability for 
each country. Overall, the countries with the 
best data availability are South Africa (45 
per cent), India and Sri Lanka (44 per cent) 
and Pakistan and Bangladesh (43 per cent). 
Those with the sparsest datasets are Nauru 
(7 per cent), Tuvalu (11 per cent), St Kitts and 
Nevis and Antigua and Barbuda (20 per cent) 
and Kiribati (21 per cent). The disparities 
in coverage are starker when overall 
availability is subdivided into availability by 
macroeconomic and development indicators. 

For macroeconomic indicators, average data 
coverage is 68 per cent, with South Africa (99 
per cent), Sri Lanka (98 per cent), India (97 per 
cent), Kenya (93 per cent) and Pakistan (92 per 
cent) having the best availability and Nauru (9 
per cent), Tuvalu (19 per cent), Antigua and 
Barbuda (42 per cent), Solomon Islands (43 
per cent) and St Kitts and Nevis (43 per cent) 
the sparsest. For development indicators, 
average coverage is only 17 per cent, with 
the best data availability in Cyprus (23 per 
cent) and Australia, Bangladesh, Malaysia and 

Table A2.5 All Commonwealth countries by region

Africa Asia Caribbean and 
Americas

Europe Pacific

Botswana Bangladesh Antigua and 
Barbuda

Cyprus Australia

Cameroon Brunei The Bahamas Malta Fiji

eSwatini India Barbados United Kingdom Kiribati

The Gambia Malaysia Belize Nauru

Ghana Pakistan Canada New Zealand

Kenya Singapore Dominica Papua New 
Guinea

Lesotho Sri Lanka Grenada Samoa

Malawi Guyana Solomon Islands

Mauritius Jamaica Tonga

Mozambique St Kitts and 
Nevis

Tuvalu

Namibia Saint Lucia Vanuatu

Nigeria St Vincent and 
the Grenadines

Rwanda Trinidad and 
Tobago

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

South Africa

Uganda

Uganda

Tanzania

Zambia
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Table A2.6 International Organization for Standardization country codes

Country ISO3 code Country ISO3 code Country ISO3 code

Antigua and 
Barbuda

ATG India IND Saint Lucia LCA

Australia AUS Jamaica JAM St Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines

VCT

The Bahamas BHS Kenya KEN Samoa WSM

Bangladesh BGD Kiribati KIR Seychelles SYC

Barbados BRB Lesotho LSO Sierra Leone SLE

Belize BLZ Malawi MWI Singapore SGP

Botswana BWA Malaysia MYS Solomon 
Islands

SLB

Brunei BRN Malta MLT South Africa ZAF

Cameroon CMR Mauritius MUS Sri Lanka LKA

Canada CAN Mozambique MOZ Tonga TON

Cyprus CYP Namibia NAM Trinidad and 
Tobago

TTO

Dominica DMA Nauru NRU Tuvalu TUV

eSwatini SWZ New Zealand NZL Uganda UGA

Fiji FJI Nigeria NGA United 
Kingdom

GBR

The Gambia GMB Pakistan PAK Tanzania TZA

Ghana GHA Papua New 
Guinea

PNG Vanuatu VUT

Grenada GRD Rwanda RWA Zambia ZMB

Guyana GUY St Kitts and 
Nevis

KNA

Table A2.7 Classification of macroeconomic indicators

Category Number of 
indicators

Balance of payments (trade, monetary, international finance) 29

External debt (debt, official development assistance, remittances) 17

National accounts (GDP, income, expenditure, domestic fiscal) 93

Prices (Inflation, deflator, exchange rate) 9

Total 148
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Malta (22 per cent) and the sparsest in Nauru, 
Samoa and Tuvalu (7 per cent), St Kitts and 
Nevis (9 per cent) and Antigua and Barbuda 
(11 per cent).

By region, average data availability is shown 
in Table A2.9. Asia has on average the best 
data coverage, while the lowest data coverage 
is for the Caribbean and Pacific regions. For 
macroeconomic data, Asia has the best 
coverage, at 87 per cent, and the Pacific the 
lowest, at 53 per cent. For development data, 
Europe has the best coverage, at 22 per cent, 
and the Pacific the least coverage, at 14 per 
cent, on average (Table A2.9).

A2.4 Challenges of data 
coverage and availability
With about 10 years remaining for 
achievement of targets under the SDGs, 
the road to 2030 appears more complex 

and challenging than previously anticipated. 
Meeting the challenges requires evidence-
based policy-making and programme 
design based on data to solve problems at 
scale. However, as highlighted in Section 
A2.3, evidence and data for policy-making, 
especially as they relate to development 
in low- and middle-income countries, 
remain a major hindrance in identifying 
policy challenges and designing appropriate 
solutions. Overall, Commonwealth countries 
have better availability of macroeconomic 
data compared with development data and 
the former approaches complete coverage 
in many countries in recent years. This points 
to the fact that significant progress has 
been made at the national and international 
level to enhance collection of aggregated 
data, but disaggregated data at the local, 
regional and national levels has lagged behind. 
Aggregated data, a compilation of data points, 
mask the disparities that exist between 

Table A2.7a Classification of development variables

SDG Number of indicators

Goal 1: Poverty 6

Goal 2: Hunger 23

Goal 3: Health 51

Goal 4: Education 82

Goal 5: Gender 15

Goal 6: Water and Sanitation 22

Goal 7: Energy 8

Goal 8: Economic Growth 98

Goal 9: Infrastructure 10

Goal 10: Inequality 9

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities 5

Goal 12: Sustainable Consumption and Production 6

Goal 13: Climate Change 9

Goal 14: Life Under Water 2

Goal 15: Life on Land 8

Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 11

Goal 17: Partnerships 10

Total 375
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(Continued)

Table A2.8 Share of average data availability across all indicators by 
country

Country Data available 
across all 
indicators and 
years

Macroeconomic 
data available 
across all indicators 
and years

Development data 
available across 
all indicators and 
years

Antigua and Barbuda 20% 42% 11%

Australia 39% 75% 22%

The Bahamas 31% 65% 16%

Bangladesh 43% 90% 22%

Barbados 30% 58% 18%

Belize 36% 76% 19%

Botswana 42% 91% 20%

Brunei 29% 53% 18%

Cameroon 42% 92% 20%

Canada 36% 75% 19%

Cyprus 38% 71% 23%

Dominica 24% 49% 12%

eSwatini 39% 85% 19%

Fiji 35% 76% 17%

The Gambia 32% 63% 18%

Ghana 37% 73% 21%

Grenada 24% 49% 13%

Guyana 35% 73% 18%

India 44% 97% 20%

Jamaica 37% 75% 21%

Kenya 41% 93% 18%

Kiribati 21% 44% 11%

Lesotho 39% 80% 20%

Malawi 38% 80% 19%

Malaysia 42% 89% 22%

Malta 35% 63% 22%

Mauritius 39% 79% 22%

Mozambique 33% 63% 19%

Namibia 31% 61% 17%

Nauru  7%  9%  7%

New Zealand 35% 67% 20%

Nigeria 37% 79% 18%

Pakistan 43% 92% 22%
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Table A2.9 Average data availability across all indicators by region

Region Average overall 
data availability

Average macro 
data availability

Average 
development data 
availability

Africa 36% 77% 19%

Asia 41% 87% 20%

Caribbean and Americas 29% 58% 16%

Europe 37% 70% 22%

Pacific 28% 53% 14%

Table A2.8 Share of average data availability across all indicators by 
country (Continued)

Country Data available 
across all 
indicators and 
years

Macroeconomic 
data available 
across all indicators 
and years

Development data 
available across 
all indicators and 
years

Papua New Guinea 34% 75% 15%

Rwanda 38% 82% 19%

St Kitts and Nevis 20% 43%  9%

Saint Lucia 31% 62% 17%

St Vincent and the 
Grenadines

27% 56% 15%

Samoa 22% 56%  7%

Seychelles 29% 65% 13%

Sierra Leone 36% 80% 16%

Singapore 40% 90% 17%

Solomon Islands 23% 43% 14%

South Africa 45% 99% 21%

Sri Lanka 44% 98% 20%

Tanzania 33% 76% 21%

Tonga 28% 61% 20%

Trinidad and Tobago 28% 57% 15%

Tuvalu 11% 47% 19%

Uganda 37% 19%  7%

United Kingdom 38% 78% 19%

Vanuatu 28% 57% 15%

Zambia 31% 59% 19%
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different groups, such as gender, income, age, 
vulnerable populations, etc. that development 
data aims to uncover. Our analysis in Section 
A2.3 reveals that there is still a long way to 
go towards achieving parity of disaggregated 
development data with macroeconomic 
data in developing counties, to ensure better 
outcomes and policy-making in light of 
achieving the SDGs.

For the 53 Commonwealth countries, 
challenges in the acquisition of development 
data relate to lack of granularity or 
disaggregation, data accessibility, availability 
of quality data from trusted sources and 
integration of local/regional data with national 
and international sources. With regard to 
lack of granularity, countries reveal weak 
disaggregation of indicators according to 
gender, age, income and location (rural/urban). 
For example, in Zambia there was availability 
of data on under-five mortality from 1960 to 
2017, but for females the data was available 
for only five of the 58 years. Similarly, in 
Vanuatu, rural/urban disaggregated data on 
people using basic drinking water services 
was available for only 17 of 59 years. Country-
level development data were also difficult 
to access, especially in the Caribbean and 
Pacific countries. There is very little capacity 
for collecting data and for data-sharing 
between the different actors (public services, 
research organisations, non-profits and 
local authorities). Antigua and Barbuda, for 
example, did not have any data on number 
of physicians per 1,000 people, literacy rate, 
school enrolment or informal employment, 
among many other important development 
indicators. Another accessibility challenge 
was the infrequent collection of data for many 
indicators. For example, poverty data for many 
Commonwealth countries are available only 
every four or five years, according to census 
cycles. In Bangladesh, Cameroon, Malawi, 
Samoa and many other countries we have 
data for poverty headcount ratio with five-
year gaps. Other indicators, like coverage of 
social insurance programmes, are available for 
Jamaica only for 2002 and 2010; in the Pacific 

nations of Fiji and Solomon Islands, they are 
available for only one year in the entire sample 
(2008 and 2005, respectively).

The database used for this report has data 
only from the most reliable sources: trusted 
international organisations, research bodies 
and national government sources. A third 
challenge for data acquisition relates to quality 
of data, especially at the regional and local 
levels. This may owe to lack of appropriate 
tools or capacity to collect data at the 
subnational level, and this results in weak 
quality or absence of statistics at this scale in 
many developing countries. Commonwealth 
countries face different levels of challenges 
for data quality; there may be a methodology 
to collect data and there may be available data 
but these are not from reliable sources; there 
may be a methodology in place but no data, or 
neither a methodology nor available data. For 
example, there have been multiple academic 
studies on financial inclusion at the local level 
in Africa and Asia. However, we included data 
on financial inclusion only from the Global 
Findex Database (Demirguc-Kunt et al., 
2018), which includes survey data covering 
almost 150,000 people in 144 economies. 
While there were other sources on financial 
inclusion, these were left out of consideration 
in the construction of the database, because 
methodologies and data availabilities of these 
sources were not of satisfactory quality.

Finally, the fourth challenge relates to 
integration of local and regional data with 
national and international sources. A majority 
of the countries have no systematic process 
for integrating data produced outside of the 
national statistical system, by non-profits, civil 
society and the private sector, for example. 
This is a serious shortcoming in the amount 
of potential data that can be collected, 
because non-governmental actors collect 
an immense amount of data, especially at 
the grassroots level, in their research or 
development interventions. Such data are 
collected, analyse and used locally for the 
purpose of research/interventions by these 
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organisations but rarely integrated into 
national-level data. For example, non-profits 
operating in Uganda have been researching 
effects of unconditional cash transfers 
through randomised controlled trials since 
2008. They have been able to collect data 
related to poverty count in certain villages 
and behavioural outcomes like investment 
in education or new businesses, and studied 
impacts on health outcomes. But these data 
remain missing from indicators of poverty, 
education, entrepreneurial activity and 
health because of the lack of a systematic 
integration of data sources at the national and 
subnational levels.

A2.5 Policy implications of data 
challenges
The construction of the macroeconomic 
and development database for this report 
revealed serious gaps and challenges with 
regard to data collection, especially as 
it relates to development data in the 53 
Commonwealth countries. The previous 
section highlighted the specific challenges 
that prevent holistic development data 
collection and the insufficiency of reliable 
information that would enable data-driven, 
sound and evidence-based policy-making. 
The Secretariat can work with member 
governments to intervene in a number of 
ways to strengthen statistical capacity-
building and improve methods of data 
collection in developing countries.

1. Improve data monitoring: The 
Secretariat can work with member 

governments to build on the data gap 
assessment presented in this report 
to monitor efforts to fill those gaps 
as well as implement plans to collect 
missing data. This includes working to 
build data and dissemination platforms, 
constructing disaggregated and 
metadata on aggregate economy-wide 
indicators and facilitating automatic data 
exchanges between local, regional and 
national authorities and bodies.

2. Strengthen capacity-building: The 
Secretariat can work with member 
governments towards strengthening 
national and local statistical systems for 
the follow-up and review of the SDGs, 
and develop and capture complex 
variables for measuring their progress. 
Such capacity-building is required not 
only at the central statistics offices 
in countries but also at the lower 
administrative levels, like municipal 
governments. The Secretariat would 
also work with other data producers 
in country (private, research and non-
profit) to compile comprehensive and 
credible indicators and data that are 
representative of the macro-economy 
and stage of development of a country.
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There is an urgent need to manage global 
risks and to deepen our understanding of their 
implications for Commonwealth development. 
This first edition of the Commonwealth Economic 
Development Report reviews macroeconomic 
developments across the Commonwealth, 
identifying areas of strength and risk. It highlights 
key development issues in the Commonwealth 

through the lens of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, including a special feature on debt 
issues since the global financial crisis. Overall, 
it makes a significant contribution to policy 
debates surrounding the appropriate actions 
Commonwealth member countries can take to 
meet development challenges.
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