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Conclusions 

The formatio n o f a  Join t Commonwealth/L a Francophoni e Observe r Grou p fo r thes e election s 
constituted a n importan t ste p i n th e developmen t o f co-operation betwee n th e tw o organisation s 
and demonstrate s th e commo n commitmen t o f ou r membe r nation s t o promotin g th e principle s 
of democracy. 

We cam e t o Seychelle s a t th e invitatio n o f th e Governmen t an d wit h th e suppor t o f al l th e 
political parties and other representative community groups. We wish to record our thanks to all the 
organisations and individual s who assisted us in our task and who generously gave us the benefi t of 
their experience and knowledge. 

We especiall y wis h t o than k th e Electora l Commissione r an d hi s staf f whos e co-operatio n an d 
assistance was critical for the fulfilment o f our mandate. 

The preparation s fo r th e Presidentia l an d Nationa l Assembl y election s wer e thoroug h an d 
professional. Voter education had been comprehensive. On the polling days it was evident that with 
few exception s voter s were aware of the votin g procedures ; and wher e ther e wa s a need t o do so, 
electoral officials were able to provide clear and objective guidance. 

There are, nevertheless, a number of procedural matters which the Group considers the Electora l 
Commissioner ma y wish to examine an d includ e i n his Report t o the National Assembl y and th e 
President as provided for in the Constitution. We believe for instance that there is need to introduce 
measures whic h woul d spee d u p th e votin g process , especiall y i n th e large r electora l areas . Suc h 
measures might includ e changes in the numbers and the siting of polling stations. The Group also 
feels that the Electoral Commissioner might give consideration to recommending the introduction of 
a system of postal balloting which would assist persons within the Seychelles archipelago who are not 
present in their registered district on polling day. We further sugges t that the Electoral Commissioner 
may wish to reflect on ways to ensure that the electoral districts have roughly equal populations. He 
may wis h t o conside r ho w th e absenc e o f an y expenditur e limit s fo r eithe r partie s o r individua l 
candidates affects the electoral process. 

The Grou p wishe s t o stres s th e importanc e o f continue d effort s t o strengthe n democrati c 
institutions an d th e rul e o f la w i n Seychelles . I n thi s regard , th e Grou p acknowledge s th e 
development of multi-party democracy over the past five years. At the same time, it believes it is now 
time fo r th e variou s players , b e the y political , judicial , o r othe r parties , t o conside r withi n th e 
constitutional framework , th e furthe r improvemen t o f th e effectiv e separatio n o f stat e an d part y 
political functions . 

We note th e change s to the Constitution mad e in 199 6 which had th e effec t o f increasing th e 
number o f member s o f th e Nationa l Assembl y an d th e increase d electora l area s introduce d i n a 
modification of the Elections Act. The constitutional amendment further change d the threshold for 
proportional representation from 8 to 1 0 per cent. This has been further analyse d in the Report. 

A part y i n governmen t inevitabl y enjoy s a n advantag e o f incumbency . O n thi s occasion , th e 
Group has seen fit to draw attention to one aspect of concern, namely, the payment of social security 
benefits through accelerated means-testing immediately prior to the polls. We invite the Government 
to reflect on the timing of such a practice. 

Finally, we conclude tha t th e 199 8 Presidentia l an d Nationa l Assembl y election s i n Seychelle s 
marked another important step in the development of multi-party democracy in this country. On the 
day, we have no reason to doubt that the voters of Seychelles were able to exercise their franchise i n 
such a way that the end result accurately reflected the will of the people. 
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