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1. Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 
Adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution 217 A (III) of 10 
December 1948 

Article 3 
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of 
person. 

Article 4 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery 
and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their 
forms. 

Article 5 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Article 6 
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a 
person before the law. 

Article 7 
All are equal before the law and are entitled without 
any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All 
are entitled to equal protection against any 
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and 
against any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 9 
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, 
detention or exile. 

Article 10 
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public 
hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in 
the determination of his rights and obligations and of 
any criminal charge against him. 

Article 11 
Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right 
to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 
according to law in a public trial at which he has had 
all the guarantees necessary for his defence. 

No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on 
account of any act or omission which did not 
constitute a penal offence, under national or 
international law, at the time when it was 
committed... 

Article 20 
Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and association. 
No one may be compelled to belong to an 
association. 

Article 29(2) 
In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone 
shall be subject only to such limitations as are 
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing 
due recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just 
requirements of morality, public order and the general 
welfare in a democratic society. 

2. International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights 
Adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of 
16 December 1966, entry into force 23 March 1976 

Article 6 
1. Ever y human being has the inherent right to life. 
This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his life. 

2. I n countries which have not abolished the death 
penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for 
the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in 
force at the time of the commission of the crime and 
not contrary to the provisions of the present 
Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This 
penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final 
judgement rendered by a competent court. 

Article 7 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Article 9 
1. Everyon e has the right to liberty and security of 
person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest 
or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty 
except on such grounds and in accordance with such 
procedure as are established by law. 

2. Anyon e who is arrested shall be informed, at the 
time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall be 
promptly informed of any charges against him. 

3. Anyon e arrested or detained on a criminal charge 
shall be brought promptly before a judge or other 
officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power 
and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time 
or to release. It shall not be the general rule that 
persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but 
release may be subject to guarantees to appear for 
trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, 
and, should occasion arise, for execution of the 
judgment. 

4. Anyon e who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or 
detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before 
a court, in order that that court may decide without 
delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order 
his release if the detention is not lawful. 
5. Anyon e who has been the victim of unlawful 
arrest or detention shall have an enforceable right to 
compensation. 

Article 1 0 
1. Al l persons deprived of their liberty shall be 
treated with humanity and with respect for the 
inherent dignity of the human person. 

2. (a ) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional 
circumstances, be segregated from convicted persons 
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and shall be subject to separate treatment 
appropriate to their status as unconvicted persons; 

(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from 
adults and brought as speedily as possible for 
adjudication. 

3. Th e penitentiary system shall comprise treatment 
of prisoners the essential aim of which shall be their 
reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile 
offenders shall be segregated from adults and be 
accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal 
status. 

Article 14 
1. Al l persons shall be equal before the courts and 
tribunals. In the determination of any criminal charge 
against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at 
law, everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public 
hearing by a competent, independent and impartial 
tribunal established by law. The press and the public 
may be excluded from all or part of a trial for reasons 
of morals, public order (ordre public) or national 
security in a democratic society, or when the interest 
of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the 
extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in 
special circumstances where publicity would prejudice 
the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered 
in a criminal case or in a suit at law shall be made 
public except where the interest of juvenile persons 
otherwise requires or the proceedings concern 
matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children. 

2. Everyon e charged with a criminal offence shall 
have the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law. 

3. I n the determination of any criminal charge 
against him, everyone shall be entitled to the 
following minimum guarantees, in full equality: 

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a 
language which he understands of the nature and 
cause of the charge against him; 

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the 
preparation of his defence and to communicate with 
counsel of his own choosing; 

(c) To be tried without undue delay; 

(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself 
in person or through legal assistance of his own 
choosing; to be informed, if he does not have legal 
assistance, of this right; and to have legal assistance 
assigned to him, in any case where the interests of 
justice so require, and without payment by him in 
any such case if he does not have sufficient means 
to pay for it; 
(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses 
against him and to obtain the attendance and 
examination of witnesses on his behalf under the 
same conditions as witnesses against him; 

(f) T o have the free assistance of an interpreter if he 
cannot understand or speak the language used in court; 

(g) No t to be compelled to testify against himself or 
to confess guilt. 

4. I n the case of juvenile persons, the procedure 
shall be such as will take account of their age and the 
desirability of promoting their rehabilitation. 

5. Everyon e convicted of a crime shall have the right 
to his conviction and sentence being reviewed by a 
higher tribunal according to law. 

6. Whe n a person has by a final decision been 
convicted of a criminal offence and when 
subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he 
has been pardoned on the ground that a new or 
newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there 
has been a miscarriage of justice, the person who has 
suffered punishment as a result of such conviction 
shall be compensated according to law, unless it is 
proved that the non-disclosure of the unknown fact in 
time is wholly or partly attributable to him. 

7. N o one shall be liable to be tried or punished 
again for an offence for which he has already been 
finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the 
law and penal procedure of each country. 

Article 15 
1. N o one shall be held guilty of any criminal 
offence on account of any act or omission which did 
not constitute a criminal offence, under national or 
international law, at the time when it was 
committed... 

Article 1 6 
Everyone shall have the right to recognition 
everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 21 
The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. 
No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this 
right other than those imposed in conformity with the 
law and which are necessary in a democratic society 
in the interests of national security or public safety, 
public order (ordre public), the protection of public 
health or morals or the protection of the rights and 
freedoms of others. 
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UN Code of Conduct for Law 
Enforcement Officials 
Adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 34/169 of 17 
December 1979 

Article 1 
Law enforcement officials shall at all times fulfil the 
duty imposed upon them by law, by serving the 
community and by protecting all persons against 
illegal acts, consistent with the high degree of 
responsibility required by their profession. 

Commentary: 
(a) The term "law enforcement officials', includes  all 
officers of the law, whether  appointed or elected, 
who exercise police powers, especially  the powers of 
arrest or detention. 

(b) In countries where police powers are exercised 
by military authorities, whether  uniformed or not, or 
by State security forces, the  definition of  law 
enforcement officials shall be regarded as including 
officers of such services. 

(c) Service to the community is intended to include 
particularly the rendition of  services of assistance to 
those members of the community who by reason of 
personal, economic,  social  or other emergencies are 
in need of immediate aid. 

(d) This  provision is intended to cover not only all 
violent, predatory and harmful acts, but  extends to 
the full range of prohibitions under penal statutes. It 
extends to conduct by persons not capable of 
incurring criminal liability. 

Article 2 
In the performance of their duty, law enforcement 
officials shall respect and protect human dignity and 
maintain and uphold the human rights of all persons. 

Commentary: 
(a) The human rights in question are identified and 
protected by national and international law. 

Article 3 
Law enforcement officials may use force only when 
strictly necessary and to the extent required for the 
performance of their duty. 

Commentary: 
(a) This  provision emphasizes that the use of force 
by law enforcement officials should be exceptional; 
while it implies that law enforcement officials may be 
authorized to use force as is reasonably necessary 
under the circumstances for the prevention of crime 
or in effecting or assisting in the lawful arrest of 
offenders or suspected offenders, no  force going 
beyond that may be used. 

(b) National law ordinarily restricts the use of force 
by law enforcement officials in accordance with a 
principle of proportionality. It  is to be understood that 
such national principles of proportionality are to be 

respected in the interpretation of  this provision. In  no 
case should this provision be interpreted to authorize 
the use of force which is disproportionate to the 
legitimate objective to be achieved. 

(c) The  use of  firearms is considered an extreme 
measure. Every  effort should be made to exclude the 
use of firearms, especially  against children. In 
general, firearms  should not be used except when a 
suspected offender offers armed resistance or 
otherwise jeopardizes the lives of others and less 
extreme measures are not sufficient to restrain or 
apprehend the suspected offender. In  every instance 
in which a firearm is discharged, a  report should be 
made promptly to the competent authorities. 

Article 4 
Matters of a confidential nature in the possession of 
law enforcement officials shall be kept confidential, 
unless the performance of duty or the needs of 
justice strictly require otherwise. 

Commentary: 
By the nature of their duties, law  enforcement 
officials obtain information which may relate to 
private lives or be potentially harmful to the interests, 
and especially the reputation, of  others. Great  care 
should be exercised in safeguarding and using such 
information, which  should be disclosed only in the 
performance of duty or to serve the needs of justice. 
Any disclosure of such information for other 
purposes is wholly improper 

Article 5 
No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or 
tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law 
enforcement official invoke superior orders or 
exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a 
threat of war, a threat to national security, internal 
political instability or any other public emergency as a 
justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment. 

Commentary: 
(a) This  prohibition derives from the Declaration on 
the Protection of  All Persons from Being Subjected to 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman  or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, adopted  by the General 
Assembly, according  to which: "[Such an act is] an 
offence to human dignity and shall be condemned 
as a denial of the purposes of the Charter of the 
United Nations and as a violation of  the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the 
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights [and other 
international human rights instruments]. " 

(b) The  Declaration defines torture as follows: 
"... torture  means any act by which severe pain or 
suffering, whether  physical or mental, is  intentionally 
inflicted by or at the instigation of  a public official on 

218 

An
ne

xu
re

 : 
Ex

tra
ct

s f
ro

m
 m

ai
n 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l i
ns

tru
m

en
ts

 co
nc

er
ni

ng
 la

w
 en

fo
rc

em
en

t 



a person for  such purposes as obtaining from him or 
a third person information or confession, punishing 
him for an act he has committed or is suspected of 
having committed, or  intimidating him or other 
persons. It  does not include pain or suffering arising 
only from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful 
sanctions to the extent consistent with the Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. " 

(c) The  term "cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment" has not been defined by 
the General Assembly but should be interpreted so 
as to extend the widest possible protection against 
abuses, whether  physical or mental. 

Article 6 
Law enforcement officials shall ensure the full 
protection of the health of persons in their custody 
and, in particular, shall take immediate action to 
secure medical attention whenever required. 

Commentary: 
(a) "Medical  attention", which  refers to sen/ices 
rendered by any medical personnel, including 
certified medical practitioners and paramedics, shall 
be secured when needed or requested. 

(b) While  the medical personnel are likely to be 
attached to the law enforcement operation, law 
enforcement officials must take into account the 
judgement of such personnel when they recommend 
providing the person in custody with appropriate 
treatment through, or  in consultation with,  medical 
personnel from outside the law enforcement 
operation. 

(c) It  is understood that law enforcement officials 
shall also secure medical attention for victims of 
violations of law or of accidents occurring in the 
course of violations of law 

Article 7 
Law enforcement officials shall not commit any act of 
corruption. They shall also rigorously oppose and 
combat all such acts. 

Commentary: 
(a) Any act of corruption, in  the same way as any 
other abuse of authority, is  incompatible with the 
profession of  law enforcement officials. The  law must 
be enforced fully with respect to any law 
enforcement official who commits an act of 
corruption, as  Governments cannot expect to enforce 
the law among their citizens if they cannot, or  will 
not, enforce the law against their own agents and 
within their agencies. 

(b) While  the definition of  corruption must be subject 
to national law, it  should be understood to 
encompass the commission or omission of  an act in 
the performance of or in connection with  one's 
duties, in  response to gifts, promises or incentives 
demanded or accepted, or  the wrongful receipt of 

these once the act has been committed or omitted. 

(c) The  expression "act  of corruption" referred to 
above should be understood to encompass 
attempted corruption. 

Article 8 
Law enforcement officials shall respect the law and 
the present Code. They shall also, to the best of their 
capability, prevent and rigorously oppose any 
violations of them. La w enforcement officials who 
have reason to believe that a violation of the present 
Code has occurred or is about to occur shall report 
the matter to their superior authorities and, where 
necessary, to other appropriate authorities or organs 
vested with reviewing or remedial power. 

Commentary: 
(a) This  Code shall be observed whenever it has 
been incorporated into national legislation or 
practice. If  legislation or practice contains stricter 
provisions than those of the present Code, those 
stricter provisions shall be observed. 

(b) The  article seeks to preserve the balance 
between the need for internal discipline of the 
agency on which public safety is largely dependent, 
on the one hand, and  the need for dealing with 
violations of basic human rights, on  the other. Law 
enforcement officials shall report violations within the 
chain of command and take other lawful action 
outside the chain of  command only when no other 
remedies are available or effective. It  is understood 
that law enforcement officials shall not suffer 
administrative or other penalties because they have 
reported that a violation of  this Code has occurred or 
is about to occur. 

(c) The  term "appropriate authorities or organs 
vested with reviewing or remedial power" refers to 
any authority or organ existing under national law, 
whether internal to the law enforcement agency or 
independent thereof, with  statutory, customary  or 
other power to review grievances and complaints 
arising out of violations within the purview of this 
Code. 

(d) In some countries, the  mass media may be 
regarded as performing complaint review functions 
similar to those described in subparagraph (c) 
above. Law  enforcement officials may, therefore,  be 
justified if, as  a last resort and in accordance with the 
laws and customs of their own countries and with 
the provisions of article 4 of the present Code, they 
bring violations to the attention of  public opinion 
through the mass media. 
(e) Law enforcement officials who comply with the 
provisions of this Code deserve the respect, the full 
support and the co-operation of the community and 
of the law enforcement agency in which they serve, 
as well as the law enforcement profession. 
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3. Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law 
Enforcement Officials 
Adopted by the 8th United Notions Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 1990. 
Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly Resolution 
45/111 of 14 December 1990. 

Preamble 
Whereas the work of law enforcement officials is a 
social service of great importance and there is, 
therefore, a need to maintain and, whenever 
necessary, to improve the working conditions and 
status of these officials, Whereas a threat to the life 
and safety of law enforcement officials must be seen 
as a threat to the stability of society as a whole... 

General provisions 
1. Government s and law enforcement agencies shall 
adopt and implement rules and regulations on the 
use of force and firearms against persons by law 
enforcement officials. In developing such rules and 
regulations, Governments and law enforcement 
agencies shall keep the ethical issues associated with 
the use of force and firearms constantly under review. 

2. Government s and law enforcement agencies 
should develop a range of means as broad as 
possible and equip law enforcement officials with 
various types of weapons and ammunition that would 
allow for a differentiated use of force and firearms. 
These should include the development of non-lethal 
incapacitating weapons for use in appropriate 
situations, with a view to increasingly restraining the 
application of means capable of causing death or 
injury to persons. For the same purpose, it should 
also be possible for law enforcement officials to be 
equipped with self-defensive equipment such as 
shields, helmets, bullet-proof vests and bullet-proof 
means of transportation, in order to decrease the 
need to use weapons of any kind. 

3. Th e development and deployment of non-lethal 
incapacitating weapons should be carefully evaluated 
in order to minimize the risk of endangering 
uninvolved persons, and the use of such weapons 
should be carefully controlled. 

4. La w enforcement officials, in carrying out their 
duty, shall, as far as possible, apply non-violent 
means before resorting to the use of force and 
firearms. They may use force and firearms only if 
other means remain ineffective or without any 
promise of achieving the intended result. 

5. Whenever the lawful use of force and firearms is 
unavoidable, law enforcement officials shall: 
(a) Exercise restraint in such use and act in 
proportion to the seriousness of the offence and the 
legitimate objective to be achieved; 

(b) Minimize damage and injury, and respect and 
preserve human life; 

(c) Ensur e that assistance and medical aid are 
rendered to any injured or affected persons at the 
earliest possible moment; 

(d) Ensure that relatives or close friends of the injured 
or affected person are notified at the earliest possible 
moment. 

6. Wher e injury or death is caused by the use of 
force and firearms by law enforcement officials, they 
shall report the incident promptly to their superiors, in 
accordance with principle 22. 

7. Government s shall ensure that arbitrary or 
abusive use of force and firearms by law 
enforcement officials is punished as a criminal 
offence under their law. 

8. Exceptiona l circumstances such as internal 
political instability or any other public emergency may 
not be invoked to justify any departure from these 
basic principles. 

Special provisions 
9. La w enforcement officials shall not use firearms 
against persons except in self-defence or defence of 
others against the imminent threat of death or 
serious injury, to prevent the perpetration of a 
particularly serious crime involving grave threat to life, 
to arrest a person presenting such a danger and 
resisting their authority, or to prevent his or her 
escape, and only when less extreme means are 
insufficient to achieve these objectives. In any event, 
intentional lethal use of firearms may only be made 
when strictly unavoidable in order to protect life. 

10. In the circumstances provided for under principle 
9, law enforcement officials shall identify themselves 
as such and give a clear warning of their intent to use 
firearms, with sufficient time for the warning to be 
observed, unless to do so would unduly place the 
law enforcement officials at risk or would create a risk 
of death or serious harm to other persons, or would 
be clearly inappropriate or pointless in the 
circumstances of the incident. 

11. Rules and regulations on the use of firearms by law 
enforcement officials should include guidelines that: 
(a) Specify the circumstances under which law 
enforcement officials are authorized to carry firearms 
and prescribe the types of firearms and ammunition 
permitted; 

(b) Ensure that firearms are used only in appropriate 
circumstances and in a manner likely to decrease the 
risk of unnecessary harm; 

(c) Prohibi t the use of those firearms and 
ammunition that cause unwarranted injury or present 
an unwarranted risk; 
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(d) Regulate the control, storage and issuing of 
firearms, including procedures for ensuring that law 
enforcement officials are accountable for the firearms 
and ammunition issued to them; 

(e) Provide for warnings to be given, if appropriate, 
when firearms are to be discharged; 
(f) Provid e for a system of reporting whenever law 
enforcement officials use firearms in the performance 
of their duty. 

Policing unlawful assemblie s 
12. As everyone is allowed to participate in lawful and 
peaceful assemblies, in accordance with the 
principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, Governments and law 
enforcement agencies and officials shall recognize 
that force and firearms may be used only in 
accordance with principles 1 3 and 14. 

13. In the dispersal of assemblies that are unlawful 
but non-violent, law enforcement officials shall avoid 
the use of force or, where that is not practicable, shall 
restrict such force to the minimum extent necessary. 

14. In the dispersal of violent assemblies, law 
enforcement officials may use firearms only when 
less dangerous means are not practicable and only to 
the minimum extent necessary. Law enforcement 
officials shall not use firearms in such cases, except 
under the conditions stipulated in principle 9. 

Policing persons in custody or detention 
15. Law enforcement officials, in their relations with 
persons in custody or detention, shall not use force, 
except when strictly necessary for the maintenance of 
security and order within the institution, or when 
personal safety is threatened. 

16. Law enforcement officials, in their relations with 
persons in custody or detention, shall not use 
firearms, except in self-defence or in the defence of 
others against the immediate threat of death or 
serious injury, or when strictly necessary to prevent 
the escape of a person in custody or detention 
presenting the danger referred to in principle 9. 

17. The preceding principles are without prejudice to 
the rights, duties and responsibilities of prison officials, 
as set out in the Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners, particularly rules 33, 34 and 54. 

Qualifications, training and counselling 
18. Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
ensure that all law enforcement officials are selected 
by proper screening procedures, have appropriate 
moral, psychological and physical qualities for the 
effective exercise of their functions and receive 
continuous and thorough professional training. Their 
continued fitness to perform these functions should 
be subject to periodic review. 

19. Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
ensure that all law enforcement officials are provided 
with training and are tested in accordance with 
appropriate proficiency standards in the use of force. 
Those law enforcement officials who are required to 
carry firearms should be authorized to do so only 
upon completion of special training in their use. 

20. In the training of law enforcement officials, 
Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
give special attention to issues of police ethics and 
human rights, especially in the investigative process, 
to alternatives to the use of force and firearms, 
including the peaceful settlement of conflicts, the 
understanding of crowd behaviour, and the methods 
of persuasion, negotiation and mediation, as well as 
to technical means, with a view to limiting the use of 
force and firearms. Law enforcement agencies should 
review their training programmes and operational 
procedures in the light of particular incidents. 

21. Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
make stress counselling available to law enforcement 
officials who are involved in situations where force 
and firearms are used. 

Reporting and review procedure s 
22. Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
establish effective reporting and review procedures 
for all incidents referred to in principles 6 and 1 1 (f). 
24. Governments and law enforcement agencies shall 
ensure that superior officers are held responsible if 
they know, or should have known, that law 
enforcement officials under their command are 
resorting, or have resorted, to the unlawful use of 
force and firearms, and they did not take all 
measures in their power to prevent, suppress or 
report such use. 

26. Obedience to superior orders shall be no defence 
if law enforcement officials knew that an order to use 
force and firearms resulting in the death or serious 
injury of a person was manifestly unlawful and had a 
reasonable opportunity to refuse to follow it. In any 
case, responsibility also rests on the superiors who 
gave the unlawful orders. 

.221. 

An
ne

xu
re

 : 
Ex

tra
ct

s 
fr

om
 m

ain
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l i

ns
tru

m
en

ts
 co

nc
er

ni
ng

 la
w

 en
fo

rc
em

en
t 



4. Basic Principles for the Treatment 
of Prisoners 
Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 
45/111 of 14 December 1990. 

1. Al l prisoners shall be treated with the respect due 
to their inherent dignity and value as human beings. 

2. Ther e shall be no discrimination on the grounds 
of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth 
or other status. 

3. I t is, however, desirable to respect the religious 
beliefs and cultural precepts of the group to which 
prisoners belong, whenever local conditions so 
require. 
4. Th e responsibility of prisons for the custody of 
prisoners and for the protection of society against 
crime shall be discharged in keeping with a State's 
other social objectives and its fundamental 
responsibilities for promoting the well-being and 
development of all members of society. 

5. Excep t for those limitations that are demonstrably 
necessitated by the fact of incarceration, all prisoners 
shall retain the human rights and fundamental 
freedoms set out in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and, where the State concerned is a 
party, the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
thereto, as well as such other rights as are set out in 
other United Nations covenants. 

6. Al l prisoners shall have the right to take part in 
cultural activities and education aimed at the full 
development of the human personality. 

7. Effort s addressed to the abolition of solitary 
confinement as a punishment, or to the restriction of 
its use, should be undertaken and encouraged. 

8. Condition s shall be created enabling prisoners to 
undertake meaningful remunerated employment 
which will facilitate their reintegration into the 
country's labour market and permit them to 
contribute to their own financial support and to that 
of their families. 

9. Prisoner s shall have access to the health services 
available in the country without discrimination on the 
grounds of their legal situation. 

10. With the participation and help of the community 
and social institutions, and with due regard to the 
interests of victims, favourable conditions shall be 
created for the reintegration of the ex-prisoner into 
society under the best possible conditions. 

11. The above Principles shall be applied impartially. 

See also Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment 
of Prisoners, May 1977 

5. Body of Principles for the 
Protection of All Persons under any 
form of Detention or Imprisonment 
Adopted by General Assembly Resolution 43/173 of 9 
December 1988. 

Scope of the Body of Principle s 
These principles apply for the protection of all 
persons under any form of detention or 
imprisonment. 

Use of Terms 
(b) "Detained person" means any person deprived of 
personal liberty except as a result of conviction for an 
offence; 

(c) "Imprisone d person" means any person deprived 
of personal liberty as a result of conviction for an 
offence... 

Principle 1 
All persons under any form of detention or 
imprisonment shall be treated in a humane manner 
and with respect for the inherent dignity of the 
human person. 

Principle 2 
Arrest, detention or imprisonment shall only be 
carried out strictly in accordance with the provisions 
of the law and by competent officials or persons 
authorized for that purpose. 

Principle 4 
Any form of detention or imprisonment and all 
measures affecting the human rights of a person 
under any form of detention or imprisonment shall 
be ordered by, or be subject to the effective control 
of, a judicial or other authority. 

Principle 5 
1. Thes e principles shall be applied to all persons 
within the territory of any given State, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion or religious belief, political or other 
opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, birth 
or other status. 

2. Measure s applied under the law and designed 
solely to protect the rights and special status of 
women, especially pregnant women and nursing 
mothers, children and juveniles, aged, sick or 
handicapped persons shall not be deemed to be 
discriminatory. 

Principle 6 
No person under any form of detention or 
imprisonment shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. No circumstance whatever may be 
invoked as a justification for torture or other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Principle 7 
1. State s should prohibit by law any act contrary to 
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the rights and duties contained in these principles, 
make any such act subject to appropriate sanctions 
and conduct impartial investigations upon complaints. 

2. Official s who have reason to believe that a 
violation of this Body of Principles has occurred or is 
about to occur shall report the matter to their 
superior authorities and, where necessary, to other 
appropriate authorities or organs vested with 
reviewing or remedial powers... 
Principle 8 
Persons in detention shall be subject to treatment 
appropriate to their unconvicted status. Accordingly, 
they shall, whenever possible, be kept separate from 
imprisoned persons. 
Principle 9 
The authorities which arrest a person, keep him 
under detention or investigate the case shall exercise 
only the powers granted to them under the law and 
the exercise of these powers shall be subject to 
recourse to a judicial or other authority. 

Principle 1 0 
Anyone who is arrested shall be informed at the time 
of his arrest of the reason for his arrest and shall be 
promptly informed of any charges against him. 

Principle 11 
1. A  person shall not be kept in detention without 
being given an effective opportunity to be heard 
promptly by a judicial or other authority. A detained 
person shall have the right to defend himself or to be 
assisted by counsel as prescribed by law. 

2. A  detained person and his counsel, if any, shall 
receive prompt and full communication of any order 
of detention, together with the reasons therefore. 

3. A  judicial or other authority shall be empowered to 
review as appropriate the continuance of detention. 

Principle 12 
1. Ther e shall be duly recorded: 

(a) The reasons for the arrest; 

(b) The time of the arrest and the taking of the 
arrested person to a place of custody as well as that 
of his first appearance before a judicial or other 
authority; 

(c) The identity of the law enforcement officials 
concerned; 

(d) Precise information concerning the place of 
custody. 
2. Suc h records shall be communicated to the 
detained person, or his counsel, if any, in the form 
prescribed by law. 

Principle 13 
Any person shall, at the moment of arrest and at the 
commencement of detention or imprisonment, or 
promptly thereafter, be provided by the authority 

responsible for his arrest, detention or imprisonment, 
respectively with information on and an explanation 
of his rights and how to avail himself of such rights. 

Principle 1 5 
Communication of the detained or imprisoned 
person with the outside world, and in particular his 
family or counsel, shall not be denied for more than 
a matter of days. 

Principle 1 6 
1. Promptl y after arrest and after each transfer from 
one place of detention or imprisonment to another, a 
detained or imprisoned person shall be entitled to 
notify or to require the competent authority to notify 
members of his family or other appropriate persons 
of his choice of his arrest, detention or imprisonment 
or of the transfer and of the place where he is kept in 
custody. 

2. I f a detained or imprisoned person is a foreigner, 
he shall also be promptly informed of his right to 
communicate by appropriate means with a consular 
post or the diplomatic mission of the State of which 
he is a national or which is otherwise entitled to 
receive such communication in accordance with 
international law or with the representative of the 
competent international organization, if he is a 
refugee or is otherwise under the protection of an 
intergovernmental organization. 

3. I f a detained or imprisoned person is a juvenile or 
is incapable of understanding his entitlement, the 
competent authority shall on its own initiative 
undertake the notification referred to in the present 
principle. Special attention shall be given to notifying 
parents or guardians. 

4. An y notification referred to in the present principle 
shall be made or permitted to be made without 
delay. The competent authority may however delay a 
notification for a reasonable period where exceptional 
needs of the investigation so require. 

Principle 17 
1. A  detained person shall be entitled to have the 
assistance of a legal counsel. He shall be informed of 
his right by the competent authority promptly after 
arrest and shall be provided with reasonable facilities 
for exercising it. 

2. I f a detained person does not have a legal 
counsel of his own choice, he shall be entitled to 
have a legal counsel assigned to him by a judicial or 
other authority in all cases where the interests of 
justice so require and without payment by him if he 
does not have sufficient means to pay. 

Principle 1 8 
1. A  detained or imprisoned person shall be entitled 
to communicate and consult with his legal counsel. 
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2. A  detained or imprisoned person shall be allowed 
adequate time and facilities for consultation with his 
legal counsel... 

Principle 1 9 
A detained or imprisoned person shall have the right 
to be visited by and to correspond with, in particular, 
members of his family and shall be given adequate 
opportunity to communicate with the outside world, 
subject to reasonable conditions and restrictions as 
specified by law or lawful regulations. 

Principle 20 
If a detained or imprisoned person so requests, he 
shall if possible be kept in a place of detention or 
imprisonment reasonably near his usual place of 
residence. 

Principle 21 
1. I t shall be prohibited to take undue advantage of 
the situation of a detained or imprisoned person for 
the purpose of compelling him to confess, to 
incriminate himself otherwise or to testify against any 
other person. 

2. N o detained person while being interrogated shall 
be subject to violence, threats or methods of 
interrogation which impair his capacity of decision or 
his judgment. 

Principle 22 
No detained or imprisoned person shall, even with 
his consent, be subjected to any medical or scientific 
experimentation which may be detrimental to his 
health. 

Principle 23 
1. Th e duration of any interrogation of a detained or 
imprisoned person and of the intervals between 
interrogations as well as the identity of the officials 
who conducted the interrogations and other persons 
present shall be recorded and certified in such form 
as may be prescribed by law... 

Principle 24 
A proper medical examination shall be offered to a 
detained or imprisoned person as promptly as 
possible after his admission to the place of detention 
or imprisonment, and thereafter medica l care and 
treatment shall be provided whenever necessary. This 
care and treatment shall be provided free of charge. 

Principle 28 
A detained or imprisoned person shall have the right 
to obtain within the limits of available resources, if 
from public sources, reasonable quantities of 
educational, cultural and informational material, 
subject to reasonable conditions to ensure security 
and good order in the place of detention or 
imprisonment. 

Principle 29 
1. I n order to supervise the strict observance of 
relevant laws and regulations, places of detention 

shall be visited regularly by qualified and experienced 
persons appointed by, and responsible to, a 
competent authority distinct from the authority 
directly in charge of the administration of the place of 
detention or imprisonment.. . 

Principle 30 
1. Th e types of conduct of the detained or 
imprisoned person that constitute disciplinary 
offences during detention or imprisonment, the 
description and duration of disciplinary punishment 
that may be inflicted and the authorities competent 
to impose such punishment shall be specified by law 
or lawful regulations and duly published. 

2. A  detained or imprisoned person shall have the 
right to be heard before disciplinary action is taken. 
He shall have the right to bring such action to higher 
authorities for review. 

Principle 31 
The appropriate authorities shall endeavour to ensure, 
according to domestic law, assistance when needed 
to dependent and, i n particular, minor members of 
the families of detained or imprisoned persons and 
shall devote a particular measure of care to the 
appropriate custody of children left with out 
supervision. 

Principle 32 
1. A  detained person or his counsel shall be entitled 
at any time to take proceedings according to 
domestic law before a judicial or other authority to 
challenge the lawfulness of his detention in order to 
obtain his release without delay, if it is unlawful. 

2. Th e proceedings referred to in paragraph 1  of the 
present principle shall be simple and expeditious and 
at no cost for detained persons without adequate 
means. The detaining authority shall produce without 
unreasonable delay the detained person before the 
reviewing authority. 

Principle 33 
1. A  detained or imprisoned person or his counsel 
shall have the right to make a request or complaint 
regarding his treatment, in particular in case of torture 
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, to 
the authorities responsible for the administration of 
the place of detention and to higher authorities and, 
when necessary, to appropriate authorities vested 
with reviewing or remedial powers... 

Principle 34 
Whenever the death or disappearance of a detained 
or imprisoned person occurs during his detention or 
imprisonment, an inquiry into the cause of death or 
disappearance shall be held by a judicial or other 
authority, either on its own motion or at the instance 
of a member of the family of such a person or any 
person who has knowledge of the case... 
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Principle 36 
1. A  detained person suspected of or charged with 
a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent and 
shall be treated as such until proved guilty according 
to law in a public trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence... 

Principle 37 
A person detained on a criminal charge shall be 
brought before a judicial or other authority provided 
by law promptly after his arrest. Such authority shall 
decide without delay upon the lawfulness and 
necessity of detention. No person may be kept under 
detention pending investigation or trial except upon 
the written order of such an authority. A detained 
person shall, when brought before such an authority, 
have the right to make a statement on the treatment 
received by him while in custody. 

Principle 38 
A person detained on a criminal charge shall be 
entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release 
pending trial. 

Principle 39 
Except in special cases provided for by law, a person 
detained on a criminal charge shall be entitled, unless 
a judicial or other authority decides otherwise in the 
interest of the administration of justice, to release 
pending trial subject to the conditions that may be 
imposed in accordance with the law. Such authority 
shall keep the necessity of detention under review. 

General clause 
Nothing in this Body of Principles shall be construed 
as restricting or derogating from any right defined in 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 

6. Declaration of Basic Principles of 
Justice for Victims of Crime 
Adopted by General Assembly Resolution 40/34 of 29 
November 1985. 

1. "Victims " means persons who, individually or 
collectively, have suffered harm, including physical or 
mental injury, emotional suffering, economic loss or 
substantial impairment of their fundamental rights, 
through acts or omissions that are in violation of 
criminal laws operative within Member States, including 
those laws proscribing criminal abuse of power. 

2. A  person may be considered a victim, under this 
Declaration, regardless of whether the perpetrator is 
identified, apprehended, prosecuted or convicted and 
regardless of the familial relationship between the 
perpetrator and the victim. The term "victim" also 
includes, where appropriate, the immediate family or 
dependants of the direct victim and persons who 
have suffered harm in intervening to assist victims in 
distress or to prevent victimization. 

3. Th e provisions contained herein shall be 
applicable to all, without distinction of any kind, such 
as race, colour, sex, age, language, religion, nationality, 
political or other opinion, cultural beliefs or practices, 
property, birth or family status, ethnic or social origin, 
and disability. 

Access to justice and fair treatmen t 
4. Victim s should be treated with compassion and 
respect for their dignity. They are entitled to access to 
the mechanisms of justice and to prompt redress, as 
provided for by national legislation, for the harm that 
they have suffered. 

6. The responsiveness of judicial and administrative 
processes to the needs of victims should be 
facilitated by: 

(a) Informin g victims of their role and the scope, 
timing and progress of the proceedings and of the 
disposition of their cases, especially where serious 
crimes are involved and where they have requested 
such information; 

(b) Allowing the views and concerns of victims to be 
presented and considered at appropriate stages of 
the proceedings where their personal interests are 
affected, without prejudice to the accused and 
consistent with the relevant national criminal justice 
system; 

(c) Providin g proper assistance to victims throughout 
the legal process; 
(d) Taking measures to minimize inconvenience to 
victims, protect their privacy, when necessary, and 
ensure their safety, as well as that of their families 
and witnesses on their behalf, from intimidation and 
retaliation; 
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(e) Avoiding unnecessary delay in the disposition of 
cases and the execution of orders or decrees granting 
awards to victims. 

7. Informa l mechanisms for the resolution of 
disputes, including mediation, arbitration and 
customary justice or indigenous practices, should be 
utilized where appropriate to facilitate conciliation and 
redress for victims. 

Restitution 
11. Where public officials or other agents acting in an 
official or quasi-official capacity have violated national 
criminal laws, the victims should receive restitution 
from the State whose officials or agents were 
responsible for the harm inflicted... 

Assistance 
14. Victims should receive the necessary material, 
medical, psychological and social assistance through 
governmental.. .means. 
15. Victims should be informed of the availability of 
health and social services and other relevant 
assistance and be readily afforded access to them. 
16. Police , justice, health, social service and other 
personnel concerned should receive training to 
sensitize them to the needs of victims, and guidelines 
to ensure proper and prompt aid... 
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